
Revelation 21:1–8 (ESV) 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from 
the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the 
detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”  
 
INTRO 
 

• Prayer service this weds at 630 childcare provided under 5. 
• We have covered 20 chapters of The Revelation – now we come to a whole new section 

in the last two chapters – it is the most comprehensive material in all of the NT about 
the Eternal State – Heaven.  

• The Bible begins and ends very similarly.  
o In Genesis there is CREATION – in Revelation there is RECREATION 
o In Genesis there is a tree of Life – in Revelation there is a tree of life. 
o In Genesis there is a marriage – in Revelation there is a marriage  
o In Genesis lights are called into being – In Revelation God is our light. 
o In Genesis the devil tempts – in Revelation the devil cast out. 
o In Genesis humans hide from God – in Revelation God dwells with them 
o Genesis describes the Paradise Lost the revelation of Paradise regained,  

 
• the story ends where it begins…except that it just begins all over in a new way. 
• Think of the Bible and redemptive history more a U-shape than linear. 

 
• In chapter 20:11-15, We saw the negative sign of final judgment. Now in chapter 21:1-8, 

We have set before us the positive side of final judgment, that is the eternal reward of 
the righteous – the eternal heaven.  

 
PRAYER: 
Lord, open our eyes to see the beauty of your Recreation in such a way it impacts us today in 
this world.  
 
OPEN: 



• J.R.R. Tolkien wrote an epic fantasy adventure, the Lord of the Rings - a trilogy that of 
course was made into movies in 2001-2003. 

 
• The title refers to the story's main antagonist, the Dark Lord Sauron, who in an earlier 

age created the One Ring to rule the other Rings of Power given to Men, Dwarves, and 
Elves, in his campaign to conquer all of Middle-earth. From homely beginnings in the 
Shire, a hobbit land reminiscent of the English countryside, the story ranges across 
Middle-earth, following the quest to destroy the One Ring mainly through the eyes of 
the hobbits Frodo, Sam, Merry and Pippin. 
 

• Sam and Frodo basically went on a suicide mission. They're going to die. As the world 
around them blows up. They get rescued. Everyone's getting patched up, everyone's 
healed. Frodo wakes up from a coma and and Sam is with Frodo and all their old 
buddies who are they haven't seen in months. Sam is just looking and seeing all of this 
and he's bewildered. He's like, the ring is destroyed we went through hell, we're gonna 
die but we're alive. The ring is destroyed Sauron is defeated, everything's gonna be all 
right here all my friends the heroes and, and oh my gosh, Gandalf is alive and you're 
actually better than you ever were. And he just goes What is happening? Is everything 
sad going to come untrue?  

 
• Sad things becoming untrue is an “is this Heaven” moment. I would say that is what I 

happening here in Rev 21-22…  
 
This is the day all sad things become untrue. 
 

• It’s not a sort of heavenly amnesia. We won’t forget the facts of suffering that has 
happened in this broken world. It’s just that all of the sadness and suffering will be seen 
as God’s sovereign work for our good and His glory, (Rom 8:28).  

 
• The facts of suffering will still be true, but the sadness affiliated with those facts will 

become untrue.  
 
2 Corinthians 4:17–18 (ESV) 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the 
things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen 
are eternal.  
 

• Jesus still has scars – those scars tell of 3 days of sadness that are overshadowed by an 
eternity of glory.  

 
But before we look at how sad things become untrue for those in Christ, there is a reminder 
here in chapter 21 that there will be some that the all sad things have only become sadder.  
 



Vs 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire 
and sulfur, which is the second death.”  
 

• Notice, these are identity descriptors for those who will not be in the eternal heaven, 
but eternal fire – the second death.  

 
• Sad things becoming untrue are for those whose identity is in Christ. In this same 

passage those are called “the bride” vs 2, and “sons” vs 7. Again more imagery from Gen 
1-2, God’s first son and the need for that son to have a bride.  
 

• But, what about us whose identity is in Christ – God’s people… sons and the bride… 
believers….citizens of this heaven where sad things become untrue.  

 
Vs 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 
 

• While this is a new world, it is not an ‘other’ world. The word here for “new” [kainos] 
suggests newness in quality, not newness in kind. 

 
• This is not Ex Nihilo – creation out of nothing. God is not starting from scratch, but is 

renewing, recreating His original creation.  
 

• “the sea was no more” is a way of illustrating for us the permanent removal of 
everything sinful and everything that could ever challenge God's order.  
 

• It is a renovated universe purged of everything sinful. 
 

• Which means there will not be the slightest threat to our eternal well-being. 
o We won’t be tempted to hate one another, be offended, be offensive, suffer, be 

in pain, have anxiety, be depressed, be bored, no more worry of what could 
happen to us. 

 
• The sad things that came from evil will become untrue.  

 
• In the new creation, colors, textures, sights, sounds, smells, tastes all heightened to the 

full intensity of their potential forever. 
 

• Paradise Lost will become paradise regained. But without the serpent and the pain he 
brings. 

 
Vs 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. 



 
• This new Jerusalem here is set in direct contrast to an earlier mentioned city that took 

great prominence in these prior chapters, Babylon.  
 

• Babylon was a metaphor for the community of the human race on this earth, living an 
arrogant defiance of God.  

 
• This holy city, the New Jerusalem is speaking more about the community of God’s 

people, the church, than it is an actual city –  
 

• Could a city even be a city without its inhabitants? The inhabitants of this city is none 
other than the bride of Christ – those who belong to Him!  

 
•  Vs 9-10 actually tell us that the New Jerusalem IS the bride of Christ.  
 
Revelation 21:9–10 (ESV) 9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full 
of the seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife 
of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,  

 
• What’s the first vision John sees in the eternal state? not streets of gold, not the tree of 

life, not our ‘mansion’ BUT the CHURCH! Even though she is imperfect now, she will be 
spotless and blameless on this day that all sad things become untrue...she, today, is an 
appetizer for the goodness to come. 
 

• Its as if its what Jesus is most proud of. 
 

• Why should you love the church? Because God loves the church…much like you love 
your children when they are babies…dreaming of what they will become.  
 

Vs 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God. 
 

• Just as it was in Genesis before the fall, Adam walked with God – God dwelt with man. 
Now, again, God dwells with His people.  

 
 
Vs 4-5a He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 
 
 



• We will have new glorified bodies 
 

• We DO NOT become angels when we die – that would be a demotion. We become 
glorified humans with bodies like Jesus.  

 
1 John 3:2 (ESV) 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as 
he is.  
 
Philippians 3:20–21 (ESV) 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 
that enables him even to subject all things to himself.  
 

• God is working an eternal glory for you…you can’t see it yet, you can only see a dark 
streak of pain and suffering. BUT one day he will make all sad things untrue.  

 
• In the meantime…persevere. 

  
CONCLUSION  
 
Vs 5b-7 Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said 
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will 
give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this 
heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 
 

• Our streaks without a clear doctrine of suffering, will either make us the bitter or a 
victim. 

 
• Don’t hate on earth what will be the most glorious thing about you in Heaven.  

 
 


