
Revelation 21:9–27 (ESV)  
From the love of the lamb comes the beauty of the bride. 
 
INTRO:  

• The last two chapters are all about picking up where Gen 2 left off 
• It’s the eternal state – the New heavens and Earth!  
• This is almost like a new series  
• Last week we looked talked about how God is making sad things untrue 
• Today we look at the significance and beauty of what is the center of Christ’s affection – 

He bride the church.  
 
From the love of the lamb comes the beauty of the bride. 
It’s when you see His love for you that you don’t want anyone but Him.  
 

• I will be asking and answering 4 questions today: 1. What is this city, What’s the bride 
like, What’s the identity of the Bride, and How does the husband feel about her? 

  
1. What is this city? It’s the Bride of Christ! 

 
 Vs 9-10 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,  
 

• First notice that Rev 21:9 starts exactly like Rev 17 starts… 
 
Revelation 17:1 (ESV) 1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said 
to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many 
waters,  
 

• Notice John sees in a vision, two women and two cities. The harlot and the 
Bride…Babylon and New Jerusalem.  
 

• In the ancient Middle East, a city was regarded as the ultimate expression of 
community. 

 
• This holy city is the community of God’s people - the church. 

 
• The Bible gives several metaphors for the church and we should expect John, writing in 

symbolic, apocalyptic language, to follow suit.  
 

• Each of these metaphors illustrate a certain component that is symbolic of the 
relationship the church shares with Jesus Christ. 
 



• Some other metaphors include: The body, The flock, A temple, A family, A garden, The 
bride, and here the church is likened to a city – a city in direct contrast to another city – 
Babylon.  

 
What is this city? It’s the Bride of Christ! 
 

• Though I believe this city to be a symbol and metaphor for the church, I would not 
completely rule out the idea it is a literal city, however, that has not been John’s style 
throughout the Revelation, and I don’t think he is changing it now.  
 

• The new heaven and new earth is a place for a people; the New Jerusalem is the people 
for a place. 
 

• The New Heaven and New earth is the home that God has prepared for his bride;  the 
New Jerusalem is the bride that God has prepared for her home. 

 
2. What’s the Bride like? She’s glorious! 

 
• What we get to see in the next few verses will be nothing less than the total 

transformation of the ugliest duckling into the most beautiful swan, the ultimate 
Cinderella story. 

 
• Why is any of this important to you? 

 
• We are looking into a mirror. 

 
• From the love of the lamb comes the beauty of the bride. 

 
Vs 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  
 

• Notice, “Its radiance” is a reflection of the glory of God Himself.  
 
• This same description is seen in chapter 4 when John sees the radiance of this God who 

dwells in unapproachable light, he likens what he sees to the shimmering radiance of a 
costly Jasper. NOW – this same glory is radiating from the city – the bride.  

 
• God has clothed her in His glory. 

 
From the love of the lamb comes the beauty of the bride. 
 

• The indescribable beauty we will possess on that day will not be an intrinsic one that 
earns us the right to be the bride of Jesus Christ. 
 

• This beauty here is derived. All because of what the Lamb has done.  



 
Ephesians 5:25–27 (ESV) 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish 
 
What’s the Bride like? She’s glorious! 
 

3. What is the identify of this Bride? All of God’s covenant people from all places and 
throughout all time.  

 
Vs 12-14 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the 
gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13 on the east three 
gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And 
the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb.  
 

• Throughout the revelation, the number 12, and its multiples are used as a symbol to 
speak of the people of God. 
 

• Walls in ancient days is what gave a city its distinct identity – 
 

• A city was not regarded a true city unless it had walls 
 

• But mainly, the wall served as a sign of security - as a sign of safety. 
 

• We, the church, have a distinct identity – the adorned BRIDE of Christ, regarded as the 
true people of God BECAUSE of Christ, and eternally secure and safe IN Christ.  
 

• Notice again, that the true people of God consist of Israel and the church – the 12 tribes 
and the 12 apostles – all with one husband.   

 
• The Old Covenant community, the New Covenant community all comprise this new 

Jerusalem. 
 

• Everyone who has ever belonged to the God who has revealed himself most fully in 
Jesus Christ will be there. 

 
Ephesians 2:14–18 (ESV) 14 ...who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, 
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and 
might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 



And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 
18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

 
Vs 15-17 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and 
its gates and walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he 
measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17 He 
also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel’s 
measurement.  
 

• The measurements here show us this shape to be a cube.  
 
• There is only one other place in all the bible where a cube is mentioned.  

 
• The Holy of Holies – where God placed the greatest and most immediate manifestation 

of his presence.  
 

• These measurements simply and symbolically reinforce the emphasis that this city is the 
place where God's presence exists, this city is a figurative expression of God's presence 
with his people, the New Jerusalem. 

 
What is the identify of this Bride? All of God’s covenant people from all places and 
throughout all time.  
 
From the love of the lamb comes the beauty of the bride. 
 
 

4. How does the Husband feel about her? She’s unbelievably precious to him! 
 
Vs 18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  
 

• The materials used to describe this city reveal it to possess a worth and a value that is 
beyond all comprehension. 

 
• She is adorned in the most expensive and rarest of materials. She is valuable and 

beautiful.  
 

Vs 19-20 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first 
was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth 
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 
 

• These 12 precious jewels are akin to the 12 jewels that were worn on the breastplate of 
the high priest when he entered into the Holy of Holies into the very presence of God. 



 
• On each one of the stones was inscribed the names of the tribes of Israel… The covenant 

people, God's bride.  
 
Isaiah 62:5 (ESV) 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.  

• These stones here that adorn the foundation of this city are symbols of God's people. 
 
Vs 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and 
the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.  
 

• In the Greco Roman world, a perfect pearl was worth more than its weight in gold. Jesus 
spoke of a pearl so valuable that a merchant sold all he possessed in order to buy it. 

 
the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.  

 
• You are pure, you are valuable…you are glorious.  

 
Vs 22-23 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 
light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  
 

• These last two chapters of Revelation are of fulfillment of a great prophecy that occurs 
in the last eight chapters of the book of Ezekiel, the prophecy of a final temple, in which 
God will forever place his glory. 

 
• The last line of the book of Ezekiel is “The LORD Is There.”.  

 
• Every notable city in antiquity had at least one temple in it. Temples were built for deity 

to reside in them – they would also provide separation between people and God- there 
were rooms, veils, priests, etc.  

 
• Here, there is no need for something small like a temple, something that would separate 

God and His people. Here, God IS the temple – His presence unhindered.  
 

• The glory of God will be so great that accompanies him that every other source of light 
is rendered obsolete.  

 
• Isaiah speaks of this  

 
Isaiah 24:23 (ESV) 23 Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for the LORD of 
hosts reigns on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders.  



“The two great created luminaries upon which our present existence depends, will be humbled 
by the infinitely superior light of the glory of God and the lamb that will permeate the glorified 
church.” Art Azurdia 
 
Vs 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,  
 

• What was God's original mandate to Adam, subdue the earth and fill it? It was Adams 
task to expand the Garden of Eden - to encompass the entire Earth, 

 
• In like manner, that's what we're going to be doing in eternity. As glorified human 

beings living in a new creation, we will be steadily and unendingly discovering, 
inventing, creating, developing all to the glory of God, and all to the continual 
enhancement of our experience of eternal life without sin. 

 
Vs 25-27 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will 
bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor 
anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book 
of life.  
 

• No need for gates when pure, profound and perfect security is found in God and the 
Lamb.  
 

• No more darkness to suffer through ever again – nothing unclean or detestable will 
enter the church again 

 
How does the Husband feel about her? She’s unbelievably precious to him! 
 

• You are not just a spectator this morning looking at this adorned city from a far, you are 
spectacle taking center stage of God’s affection.  

 
• In this life, we are to make much of God – there will be a time when he will make much 

of you – the ugly duckling becoming a swan, the dirty harlot becoming a chaste bride, 
the most awful of people becoming the most cherished of all His creation.  

 
• Do you see yourself in the mirror? , but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of 

life.  
 
In light of what we have heard, what do we do? 
 

1. Treat Jesus’ bride like Jesus treats His bride.  
                     Treat Jesus’ bride today like she will be on this day. It is a sin to tarnish his bride. 

 
2. Be a faithful bride to a loving husband. You are a member of the Bride--don’t make 

room for anyone or anything else in your heart. [Don’t be a hooker!] 



 
3. Be the bride that witnesses to the lost--you have future brothers and sisters who are still 

lost right now…don’t exclude any part of the future bride. 
 


