
 
Revelation 22:1–11 (ESV)  
MPS: The paradise of God is the presence of God. 
 
Today is the last day for sign for MC summit. 
 
CS Lewis’ dedication in Lion, the witch, and the wardrobe  
 
My Dear Lucy, 
 
I wrote this story for you, but when I began it I had not realized that girls grow quicker than 
books. As a result, you are already too old for fairy tales, and by the time it is printed and bound 
you will be older still.  
 
But some day you will be old enough to start reading fairy tales again. You can then take it 
down from some upper shelf, dust it, and tell me what you think of it. I shall probably be too 
deaf to hear, and too old to understand a word you say but I shall still be,  
 
your affectionate Godfather, 
C. S. Lewis 
 
These last two chapters of a fairytale sort of ending of “they lived happily ever after” tend to 
be more than our 21st century cynical minds can stand.  
 

• My hope and prayer for you today is: “But some day you will be old enough to start 
reading fairy tales again” 

 
• It’s not that the Bible is based on fairytale endings, it’s that every fairytale ends the way 

the Bible does…happily ever after. Fairytales get their cue from the Bible.  
 

• This ending of the Bible shows us a fairytale type ending where we live in an Eden like, 
regained & recreated paradise happily forever after – what makes it happy? What 
makes it paradise? God’s PRESENCE.  

 
The paradise of God is the presence of God. 
 
 
Vs 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side 
of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves 
of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 
 

• This river is glistening like a top-grade diamond in the sun, like a crystal shimmering in 
all its brilliance…its beautiful.  



 
• You put something in the center of a city, because you want it to be easily accessible to 

everybody. 
 
Ezekiel 47:3–5,8-9,12 (ESV) 3 Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man 
measured a thousand cubits, and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-deep. 4 
Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he 
measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was waist-deep. 5 Again he 
measured a thousand, and it was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. It 
was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed through.  
 

• In other words, this river flowing from the Temple is ever increasing, and deepening and 
expanding, the provision is limitless. 

 
8 And he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the 
Arabah [The Jordan Plains], and enters the sea [The Dead Sea]; when the water flows into the 
sea, the water will become fresh…. 9 that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so 
everything will live where the river goes.  
 

• This river is utterly amazing.  Everything it touches in its path is suddenly brought to life. 
In fact, when this river finally flows into the Dead Sea, to this day notorious for its 
heavily mineralized waters, Ezekiel writes, it suddenly transforms the Dead Sea, into a 
body of freshwater teeming with huge numbers of fish. 

 
12 And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their 
leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the 
water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for 
healing.”  
 

• The temple was the place God chose to make His dwelling on earth…His first temple was 
the Garden of Eden; paradise – where His presence walked with Adam.  

 
• What was in this paradise? A river flowed through it and there was the tree of life.  

 
• John is showing us that the eternal state is Eden like, but better. Not new as if the old 

had be discarded, but new as in ‘renewed’ and ‘renovated.’  
 

• What is this river of living water? What is this tree of life? They are symbols that make 
clear to us that central to the new creation is the provision of Eternal Life in its final in its 
fullest in its most satisfying expression. 

 
The paradise of God is the presence of God. 
 



Vs 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
it, and his servants will worship him. 
 

• Just like the dead sea will be teeming with new life, so will everything in the New 
Heavens and New Earth! 

 
Vs 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  
 

• Jesus says in the Beatitudes, only the pure in heart will see God and hear on that day in 
the new creation, that's precisely what we will be. 

 
• That his name appears on our foreheads describes the fact that we will belong to him; 

that we will be made His eternal possession. 
 
Vs 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign forever and ever.  
 
The last chapter of Narnia, “the Last Battle”  
 
“And as He spoke He no longer looked to them like a lion; but the things that began to happen 
after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us this is the end of all 
the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. But for them it was 
only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia 
had only been the cover and the title page: now at least they were beginning Chapter One of 
the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on forever: in which every chapter 
is better than the one before.” 
 
Are you old enough to start reading/believing in “happily ever-afters” again?  
 

• it’s foolishly small and sinfully self-centered to think of Heaven as mainly:  
o getting to golf on the most perfect courses in the Universe, hitting a hole-in-

one every time.  
o getting to finally lounge on one of those roped-net hammocks over the clear 

and crystal waters of some south-Pacific lagoon, drinking something with an 
umbrella sticking out of it.   

o climbing mountains that put Everest to shame and standing on their peaks, 
peering out over the most glorious horizons ever… 

o getting to sit with your dad or your grandpa, just like you used to when you were 
a kid, on a perfect dock by a perfect stream as you perfectly fish and catch the 
perfect “big one” 

 
• all of those things would be good and you wouldn’t be sinful to 

want them…unless…that’s YOUR defining characteristic and activity of Heaven 
 



• if those things, or anything like them, is the defining element that makes Heaven the 
perfect satisfaction…then you don’t want Heaven…at least not how God will establish 
it…at least not in what God intends to satisfy you with. 

 
• No, this would be a Heaven of your own fashioning…and the problem with the world 

since Genesis 3 is that we’ve been fashioning our own Heaven, here on Earth, apart 
from God. 

 
• Is God an addon to paradise? Is He an additional bonus to Heaven?  

 
• In a Heaven of your own design, you’ll never be satisfied…no matter what or who you 

could get… 
 

• In the true Heaven, of God’s design--where he is the source and object of your 
satisfaction--you’ll be eternally and fully satisfied, no matter what you get…and you’ll 
get everything…more and better than anything you can imagine now! 

      
In the same way some people demote their loved ones, claiming they turn into angles at death, 
rather than glorified humans, we demote Heaven by making lesser fairytales the main 
attraction of Heaven. We miss the One, True story (fairytale as it were) and thereby miss out on 
what makes Heaven, Heaven. The presence of God. The river of life, the tree of life, will come 
from His presence blowing away any competitive fairytale story and finally satisfying you 
beyond comprehension. 
 

• The paradise of God is the presence of God. 
 
Vs 6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the 
spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”  
 

• This is a bookend verse.  
 

• This directly correlates with how the book opened – the other bookend… 
 
Revelation 1:1–2 (ESV) 1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his 
servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his 
servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even 
to all that he saw.  
 

• The symbolism is over – the transmission complete. The final curtain has been drawn.  
 

• And so, The Lamb himself steps out in front of the curtain to issue a final word. 
 



• We haven’t really heard Him talk since the letters to the churches. But now, He comes 
onto the stage for the first time since the apocalyptic visions appear to John and the last 
time he speaks in the Bible.  
 

• This should be important.  
 
Vs 7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of 
this book.”  
 

• 3 times in this last chapter, Jesus says He is coming soon. We will study that more next 
week, but… what does it mean that He will come soon?  
 

• What Jesus is saying is, “You can do this. You can persevere. You can stay with me and 
stick it out with me until the end.  

 
You may say, “well, great. I can have His presence one day but what about right now?”  
 
Can the presence of God--the Christ of Revelation 22’s paradise--be experienced now? 
 

A. The presence of God is experienced in fellowship with God’s people – the church 
 
 
 
Ephesians 2:17–22 (ESV) 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and 
peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together 
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  
 
According to Spurgeon, the church is the dearest place on earth.  
 
1Pet 2:5 (ESV) you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

• The church father Irenaeus rightly said, “Where the Church is, there is the Spirit of God; 
and where the Spirit of God is, there is the Church.” 

 
• You are a habitation of God through the Holy Spirit.  

 
• WE are the place He lives… and that it why the local church should be the dearest place 

on earth for you.  



 
• If you violate this unity, you’re violating your own nature. 

 
B. The presence of God is experienced with the Holy Spirit. 

 
John 7:38–39 (ESV) Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water.’ ” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him 
were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

• If you want to forego the presence of God today and lose your peace, here is what you 
do… ignore this next verse  

 
Ephesians 4:30 (ESV) And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption. 
 

C. The presence of God is experienced through trouble. 
 

Psalm 46:1 (ESV) 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
 

• Wait for a dark and stormy night, where the power goes out--the one candle you have 
doesn’t give you more light than the lightbulbs of your house… 

 
• But that one candle is experienced by you as more precious right now…and you will only 

experience that preciousness when it’s dark  
 
How should we respond to both this future presence in paradise and His presence with us 
today? We should 1. Worship, 2. Do right, 3. Be holy.  
 

1. Worship God 
Vs 8-9 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I 
fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You 
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those 
who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 
 

2. Do Right 
Vs 10-11 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time 
is near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do 
right, and the holy still be holy.”  
 
We probably don’t need more Bible studies – what we need is to OBEY the Bible studies we 
have under our belt.  
 
James 4:17 (ESV) 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.  
 



3. Be Holy  
and the holy still be holy.” 
Romans 12:2 (ESV) 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect. 
 


