
Isaiah 9:2–7 (ESV) 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when 
they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in 
battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 
MPS: God has shown the light of His son in the darkness of this land.  
 
INTRO: 

• We will be in Isaiah 9:2-7 for three weeks.  
• What is Advent? — “the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.” 
• 4 weeks of remembering the promise of the Messiah.  
• For four weeks, it’s as if we’re re-enacting, remembering the thousands of years God’s 

people were anticipating and longing for the coming of God’s salvation, for Jesus. That’s 
what advent means— “the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.” 

• How does Advent differ from Christmas?  
o Advent is remembering the promise of Christ’s arrival; Christmas is one day set 

aside to celebrate that arrival.  
o Advent is purer in meaning while Christmas has been highjacked and diluted by 

consumerism and distraction. 
o It is easier to soak in and savor the arrival of Jesus than what our contemporary 

Christmas is able to do. 
o You don’t have to redeem consumeristic and other wayward ways Christmas has 

been diluted – Advent is to the point. 
o As you celebrate Advent, it will help you redeem wayward ways Christmas has 

become.  
§ When you give and receive gifts – remember Christ is the greatest gift  
§ When you drink hot chocolate and it warms you belly – remember Christ 

is all satisfying 
§ When you are with family – remember you have been adopted into a 

forever, eternal family  
§ When you listen to Christmas music remember the Heavenly chorus 
§ When you see Christmas trees – remember the tree Christ died on 
§ When you see beautiful lights – remember Christ is the light of the world 

 
God has shown the light of His son in the darkness of this land. 
 
 



Vs 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shone. 
 
What is darkness?  

o It’s the absence of light.  
o Ignorance of reality  
o Inability to see beauty  
o Constant lostness – not even knowing what ‘foundness’ looks like – can’t see any 

real destination, etc. 
o This darkness has been over the land since Gen 3 and for some will continue for 

eternity where they experience “weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  
 

• Psychologists tell us that one of the most difficult conditions a person can be forced to 
bear is light deprivation. Darkness is often used in military captivity to break down a 
person’s sense of self.  

 
In what ways do we live in darkness?  
 
BY REJECTING JESUS: 

• The religious leaders of Jesus day rejected Him and Jesus said of them “the blind leading 
the blind” meaning they were in darkness. 

 
• The rich young ruler – he rejected Jesus in order to keep his riches. This kind of darkness 

caused him to “walk away sad” from Jesus.  
 

• Christianity for many is more like a vitamin supplement than anything else. God isn’t 
central, He is a supplement.  

 
 
BY BLANTANT DISOBEDIENCE (100% wrong) 
Jonah – he had rather perish in the sea than obey God – it only became darker for him. 
Repentance was His answer that turned him back to the light.  
 
BY COPINGS that lead to ADDICTION (perhaps social media is not all wrong, but when its your 
escape, means of justification, or a place you find yourself stuck in, its wrong) 
It’s robbing us of time we need living, savoring, and walking in the light.  
 
 
What is light?  
 Electromagnetic radiation that makes vision possible. 
 You can see reality 
 You can see beauty  
 You can see where you’re going 
 Light heals, warms, provides growth and gives life.  



 
• Visible light, as an electromagnetic radiation, is only seen in a portion of the 

electromagnetic radiation. There are other lights that are not visible to us – infrared and 
ultraviolet.  

 
• God shines visible light on what we need to see – His son Jesus – even though there are 

so many God things happening on the whole spectrum of light, this LIGHT is what 
matters most. Without this light, there is no participation in other lights of God we 
haven’t or not yet seen.  

 
How has God shone light in a land of deep darkness? 
 
Vs 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. (Notice the God of light is also the Prince of Peace.) 
 

• If you try to look at the sun to see what it looks like, you won’t be able to see it, will you? 
Why? At best, it will just be a blur. Its glory will be too great for your eyes. It will 
overwhelm you and you really won’t see it. You’ll see a blur at best. At worst, it’ll burn 
out your retina. 

 
• Therefore, if you really want to see the glory of the sun, you need a filter. You need 

something between you and the sun that enables you to actually see the flames bursting 
on the surface, the sunspots, and the eruptions. 

 
• When you see the story of Jesus, read the Gospels and you’re seeing God in human form; 

it’s like a filter. You see his attributes - like love… God says, “I can’t show you directly, but 
in Jesus Christ, you can come near.” 

 
God has shone light to a land of deep darkness by sending His Son! 
 
What are we to do? Walk in the light. 
 
1 John 1:5–10 (ESV) 5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  
 
How do you walk in the light?  

• Confess your sins and be forgiven  



• Be cleansed by the blood of Jesus 
• Practice the truth 

 
The evidence of walking in the light is fellowship: with God and one another.  
 
Dwelling in darkness robs you of peace – walking in the light brings you peace. Moreover, if you 
have ever walked in darkness, you can now appreciate the light.  
 


