
Isaiah 9:2–7 (ESV) 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when 
they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in 
battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 
 
INTRO: 

• We are taking 3 weeks to look at Isiah 9 as we celebrate Advent.  
• What is Advent? — “the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.” 
• 4 weeks of remembering the promise of the Messiah.  
• For four weeks, it’s as if we’re re-enacting, remembering the thousands of years God’s 

people were anticipating and longing for the coming of God’s salvation, for Jesus. That’s 
what advent means— “the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.” 

 
 
5 things that are true for you and me (borrowed from Pete Scazzero – couched as 5 essential 
truths men must be awakened to in order to grow up spiritually) 

- LIFE IS HARD 
- YOU ARE NOT THAT IMPORTANT 
- YOUR LIFE IS NOT ABOUT YOU 
- YOU ARE NOT IN CONTROL 
- YOU WILL DIE 

 
• For those who live in the dark – these statements are true and complete.  
• For those who live in the light – these statements are true and incomplete. 

 
Vs 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 
 

• Isaiah 9:6 declares both the humanity (“A Child is born”) and the deity (“A Son is given”) 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
• In order for God to add to the 5 true statements, He had to add something to himself. 

Jesus added humanity to his deity.  
 



• God has come to break the yokes of burdens, to shine light in the darkness, and thereby 
let us finish these statements! 
 

• The five descriptors of this child, this son, coincide with each of the five statements 
and thereby brings completion to them.  
o Life is hard BUT The government shall be upon His shoulders 
o You are not that important BUT Prince of Peace 
o Your life is not about you BUT Wonderful Counselor 
o You are not in control BUT the Mighty God 
o You will die BUT the Everlasting Father  

 
1. Life is hard. The government shall be upon his shoulders 
 
• Why is life hard? The fall. Things are NOT what they ought to be.  

 
Genesis 3:17–19 (ESV) 17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 
wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the 
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles 
it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face 
you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.”  

 
• What did God do? He sent His son to seek and save that which was lost  

 
• The bitterness of this life will enhance the sweetness of eternal life.  

 
The government shall be upon his shoulders…. 
 

• He came to assume the government of the Church… 
• to bear the burdens we couldn’t carry.  

 
Life is hard but He will bear your burdens upon his shoulders. 
 

2. You are not that important – Prince of Peace 
 

• When we are in the dark, we look for significance, relevance apart from the light of the 
world. We look for it in our own importance. That makes us unwise. It robs us of joy 
because we can’t really keep these charades up.  

 
• When importance ends with you, you will miss the importance of the Prince of peace.  

 
• You are important to HIM 

 



• We know we are broken, so we are looking for ways to make ourselves whole – 
 

• The word shalom, which is the Jewish word, which is the Hebrew word in this text, he is 
the Prince of Shalom, means absolute wholeness and complete flourishing. 

 
You are not that important BUT you are important to Him and that is what is most important. 
 

3. Your life is not about you – the wonderful counselor  
 

• This life is not about you – it is about Him. He is the wonderful counselor. He is the one 
that true life is all about.  

 
James 4:1–3 (ESV) 1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, 
that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  
 

• A life that is all about you is a life all about being miserable.  
 

• Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor, the “Counselor who brings wonder.” Wonder means 
beauty and joy. 

 
• This is telling us that Advent means Jesus Christ is not just simply something remote, but 

he comes into our lives as a Counselor who fills us with joy. 
 

Vs 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
 

• It’s not our job to make much of us – it’s the job of our wonderful counsellor who brings 
shalom, wholeness to your life.  

 
Your life is not about you – it IS about Him and when your life is about Him, you have joy.  
 

4. You are not in control – Mighty God 
 
 
Proverbs 16:33 (ESV) 33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.  
Ephesians 1:11 (ESV) 11 …him who works all things according to the counsel of his will,  
 

• We want to control the environment and the people and around us to bring what we 
deem good into our lives.  
 



• When we do this, we make ourselves to be the mighty God – but we are terrible at 
being the mighty God – we only end up like Adam breaking things.  
 

• It’s a trust issue. I can’t trust God with my life, so I need to be in control.  
 

• If we knew what God knows, we would ask exactly for what he gives. 
 

• The more you think you know about God and life, the less you know about God and life.  
 

• You are not in control – He is! AND He is good! 
 
Exodus 34:6 The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
goodness and truth.  
 
1 Chronicles 16:34 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.  
 
You are not in control – God is in control and He is good! 
 

5. You are going to die – Everlasting Father  
 
Hebrews 9:27 (ESV) 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 
judgment,  
 

• When you live in the light, you don’t have to fear death that keeps you in the dark. 
 

• Dietrich Bonhoeffer was ‘free’ to stay in the states and live protected and in comfort as a 
teacher – but he desired to go back to his people and stand against Hitler even though it 
meant he would probably die. 

 
• He went back, stood against the regime, was arrested, and ultimately executed.  

 
• Just before he was executed, he wrote this to a friend: “Death is the supreme festival on 

the road to freedom.” 
 

• Bonhoeffer was not afraid of living because he wasn’t afraid of dying. He was not afraid 
of dying because Jesus had come to give him victory over death.  

 
• “Death used to be an executioner, but because of the gospel, Jesus has made death just 

a gardener. All death can do is plant me in his love and make me come up in ways I’ve 
never been before.” George Herbert. 

 
• You don’t bury Christians; you only plant them. Our bodies do not become rotting 

corpses, but germinating seeds. No journey to the grave is one way. 



 
1 Corinthians 15:13–14 (ESV) 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith 
is in vain.  
1 Corinthians 15:17–19 (ESV) 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 
are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in 
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.  
1 Corinthians 15:20–22 (ESV) 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  
1 Corinthians 15:51–52 (ESV) 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  
1 Corinthians 15:54–57 (ESV) 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up 
in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 
You are going to die, but because of Advent and the resurrection, you are going to LIVE! 
 
Conclusion 
 
All 5 of these statements are dismal and incomplete if you remain in the dark – but when you 
live in the light, these 5 statements, though true, are incomplete. There is more to the story. A 
child is born, a son is given – God kept His promise to send salvation.  
 

• Even though life is hard…His yoke is easy because he has shouldered the burden of hard 
life. The government shall be upon his shoulders. 

 
• Even though you are not that important, in and of yourself, God has done more for you 

than you could ever do for yourself by giving you shalom. He is the prince of peace 
 

• Even though life is not about you, you have a wonderful counselor that brings you true 
joy. He is wonderful counselor. 

 
• Even though you are not in control, there is a mighty God who IS in control and He loves 

you very much. He is the mighty god. 
 

• Even though you will die – yet you will live because the everlasting Father has gifted you 
with everlasting life.  He is the everlasting Father.  

 
 


