
Advent 2021 part 3 
 
Isaiah 9:2-7 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 
land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they 
divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in 
battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

• Today is the last of a 3 week series on Advent from Isaiah 9.  
• What is Advent? — “the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.” 
• 4 weeks of remembering the promise of the Messiah.  
• For four weeks, it’s as if we’re re-enacting, remembering the thousands of years God’s 

people were anticipating and longing for the coming of God’s salvation, for Jesus. That’s 
what advent means— “the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.” 

 
Q: What are you expected to celebrate, participate in, and enjoy during Christmas?  
 

• (Somewhere out there in the universe is a source that is informing us how to celebrate 
Christmas.)  

 
• There seems to be like this silver lining – something to help us feel good about making 

this holiday MORE than consumerism and escape. 
 
A: It’s Family.  
 

• You’re supposed to buy and wrap presents for loved ones 
• You’re supposed to have family traditions;  
• Make dinner and cookies together;  
• Everyone’s supposed to have fun 
• You hope it turns out like a Hallmark Christmas special  

 
• What about if you don’t have a family? 
• What about if you’ve lost a family member? 
• What about the people who’ve got some really strained relationships in their family? 
• What about the people who’ve got a pretty good family, except for the fact that they, 

themselves, are the “black sheep,”  
 



• Do you know that Advent isn’t “all about THAT kind family?”  
 

• Advent informs us about family – only in a different way.  
 

• Not in an earthly family, but a God who takes anyone--especially those who don’t 
belong--and makes them his family… 

 
Vs6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
 

• This is family talk – its familial language.  
 
The family Jesus comes from points to the kind of family he has come for.” 
 
Look at the linage of Jesus from Matthew 1: 
Abraham constantly lied 
Isaac – the apple didn’t fall far from the tree – he was a liar 
Jacob – the deceiver  
Judah – sexually immoral 
Tamar – conniving and manipulative  
Rahab – a prostitute 
Ruth – a foreigner (do you ever feel like a foreigner?) she was very poor 
David – murdered and lied 
Solomon – consumed by riches and women  
Rehoboam – unwise, foolish, ill spent youth crazy guy 
Hezekiah – a good natured, godly, powerful king  
Manasseh – the most evil king to rule over Judah – “He did evil in the sight of the Lord”  

he sacrificed his own child, worshipped idols, bowed down astrology, practiced 
divination, sought omens, and consulted mediums.   

 
• Matthew's genealogy includes, the liar, the outcast, the scandalous, prostitutes, 

foreigners, murderers, idolaters… the rich and poor, the evil and do-gooder etc.  
 

• This is not the sort of family you’d expect God to approve of and point to as his kind of 
family… 

 
The family Jesus comes from points to the kind of family he has come for.” 
 

• Have you ever noticed…When God shows up in the world, he likes to show up to the 
lowly 

 
Luke 1:30 (ESV) 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God.  
 
Joseph – a lowly carpenter 



Blind Bartimaeus  
Kids needing healing  
Don’t keep the children from coming to me 
Centurion – he was powerful but became lowly 
Woman caught in adultery  
Never the do- good religious  
 

• He shows up for the lowly, not to those who have it all together.  
• Instead, the wretched tax collector who simply prays, “have mercy on me a sinner.”  

 
Luke 2:8–20 (ESV) 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  
 

• Shepherds were really lowly in social hierarchy. 
 
Vs 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away 
from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  
 

• When God gives you good news you can be family, you pursue Him.  
 
16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 

• It’s those who know they are lowly that tend to get this joy.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. Recognize you are lowly  
2. Understand you are valuable  
“We're far worse than we ever imagined, and far more loved than we could ever dream." Tim 
Keller 
3. Receive the gospel and be part of His family  
 
 



 
 


