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75 Days of War in Ukraine
75 days of war. It's difficult to know what to write or where to start. So many people have
lost so much. Some have lost everything. Millions of families have been separated and live
in the unknown of when they will be reunited. This war has brought so much pain and grief
to so many.

As for us, sometimes it's difficult to be honest about how we're doing since the scale of
suffering is vast and our situation is small compared to most who have had to leave their
home in Ukraine. But if we're honest, it's been hard. 75 days of war means we're on 75
days of being displaced from our life, home, and ministry in Lviv. We want to go home.

But for now we still don't quite feel at peace with returning with two little ones and with the
unknown of missile strikes and air raid sirens. So we continue to do everything we can
from this side of the Ukrainian border.

But this is a bit complicated because we have not yet received our long-stay Czech visas.
We can only be in the European Union for 90 days without a visa, and we applied for a
year long Czech visa a few weeks ago. We initially thought receiving this visa could be
expedited, and last week we found out it could not be expedited. Just yesterday we tried
one more option but we were denied. So, we must be out of the Schengen area of the
European Union before this Friday, May 13th (our 90th day). There is no way to predict
when we will receive our long-stay visas, but we've been told to expect somewhere
between 30-90 days. Once those come through, we will be able to legally stay in Czech
and the EU for up to one year. 

Yesterday we made the decision to not wander outside of the Schengen area for an
indefinite amount of time and instead travel to America to work on finding ministry partners
for our Ukrainian teammates. We leave tomorrow afternoon and will be in the states for
three weeks. On June 2nd, we'll fly back to Poland and drive into Lviv in order to renew our
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Ukrainian visas. Hopefully we will be able to stay and settle back into our home in Lviv at
that point.

As mentioned above, while we are in America for three weeks, our primary focus will be
searching for ministry partners for our Ukrainian teammates. Due to the last-minute nature
of the trip, we are still working out the details of where we will be on which days. Once we
know more details we will send another update. 

Our Team in Ukraine
Half of our Ukraine team is still on the ground in Ukraine continuing to distribute
humanitarian aid, medicine, food, and helping to evacuate refugees to places in Western
Ukraine or abroad. We are so proud to be on a team with them! They are incredibly strong
and serve with all they have. Please continue to pray for them! 

Our teammate Nadya sending medicine to hospitals in Bucha and Irpin, and our
teammate Pavel organizing humanitarian aid sent in from Hungary to be distributed

in Ukraine



Our teammates Andrii and Vlad loading up humanitarian aid at our local church; our
teams are continuing to help evacuate Ukrainians to other European countries; this is

a picture from our teammates' (Sasha and Natasha) neighbors' home that was
destroyed in Irpin and they along with their local church have been serving hundreds

of people in that city

Meet Our Friends & New Teammates: Vlad & Liza



Many of you know our friends Vlad and Liza from past updates. Vlad is the main leader of
our local church's Fusion and Liza does all the administration while also leading one of our
church's worship teams. We are thrilled that they felt God's call to become full-time
missionaries and started serving with our JV Ukraine team only a few weeks before the
start of the war. Due to the war, they have not yet been able to start searching for prayer
and financial partners for their ministry. We would love to help them out by getting you
connected with them. You can read more about their ministry in their first email newsletter,
which is linked below.

Our Team Abroad
Half of our team has been serving in Czech and Poland and continued to help at two
Josiah Venture hubs that housed Ukrainian refugees for a few days while long term
housing was found for them. Because both of these hubs are fully booked through the
summer (for camps, conferences, etc.) we stopped the work of having these transit hubs
and transitioned into sending buses of Ukrainians from Ukraine straight to local churches in
European countries. So far we have been able to send buses directly to local churches in
Germany and Norway! 

Read Vlad & Liza's First Email Newsletter

Support Vlad & Liza By Giving
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I (Katie) met Oleksander while helping at one of the hubs in Poland. He is from
Kharkiv and he is alone - he has no family in Ukraine or Europe. He also has a lot of
medical conditions. The bombs blew out his doors and windows. He was waiting to

die and was asking God to just drop the bomb on him. He doesn’t believe in God but
he watched how believers (especially Protestant Christians) met his needs. They
helped him get to safety and helped him get abroad. This was a great testament

about God to him.

Lee has also continued to coordinate sending in humanitarian aid and sending out
buses of Ukrainian refugees. He was even able to go back to Lviv for a few days to

reconnect with our friends and teammates there and serve.



We have ramped up our semi-truck operation in order to move aid as quickly as
possible. Food is purchased at a great rate thanks to a partnership with an

organization called “Feed The Hungry." We are also continuing to fill some trucks
through a wholesale store. Trailers are loaded in the European Union and delivered

directly to central Ukraine. From there, it’s distributed in vans to difficult districts
throughout Eastern Ukraine.

Praise God with us!
Collectively, our Josiah Venture team has been able to help in these ways:

3,280 Ukrainians were brought to the EU and 2,190 Ukrainians were brought
from active war zones to Western Ukraine
466 tons of food and medical aid were sent in
1.2 million estimated meals have been provided
51 bus runs and 20 semi-trucks have been sent

Counseling and Conferences
Our team that has been serving in Czech was able to go to two days of grief counseling.
This was just the beginning of learning how to process through this situation. We then had
a gathering of the Josiah Venture countries that do school ministry and EXIT Tour. It was
great to encourage one another and brainstorm together. We were also able to attend the
Josiah Venture Spring Conference last week. This is a conference for 2nd and 3rd culture
missionaries (those serving outside their home culture and their kids) and we have not
been able to gather like this for 3 years. We were equipped with more tools at this
conference to help us process things spiritually and emotionally. One big blessing was
Lee’s parents were able to fly out to Czech for 10 days to help us with the girls while we
were able to serve and attend grief counseling.



Spending time with Lee's parents; all the JVK (Josiah Venture 3rd-culture kids) from
Spring Conference

Our host family and home for the past 75 days. Meet our friends and teammates
Casey and Kristin Yorman and their son Beni (his older brother Caleb and their dog
Hellie not pictured). Amidst all of the instability, they've been an incredible source of

stability and care for us. They are so generous, kind, and loving. It is hard to even put



to words how well they have cared for us and our girls during this time. Praise God
with us for the Yorman Family.

Please pray for an end to this war and for the protection of Ukraine and of our city of
Lviv. This car tire shop was hit with a missile a few weeks ago in Lviv and 7 people

died. It is 1.5 miles from our apartment. 



Please continue to pray for Max! We heard from him a few weeks ago (which was a



miracle in itself!) He is still in Mariupol and has shrapnel wounds in both his legs, but
he can still walk. The situation in Mariupol continues to worsen, but Max was in good
spirits and has been reading his Bible daily during this time. We haven't heard from
him since. Please continue to pray for a miracle and for God's protection over him!

Pray God would quickly end this war. Pray more and more countries would
give Ukraine the assistance it needs. Pray for protection and strength of the
military and those serving on the front lines. Pray for protection and wisdom for
the President and his leadership.

Pray especially for Southern and Eastern Ukraine. There have been increased
attacks in these regions due to an effort to control the Black Sea coast. We
have many church partners in these areas- please pray for their protection.

Pray for our teammates in Ukraine. They are working so hard and at the same
time grieving what their country is going through. Everyone is affected by this
war. Pray for God to give them everything they need- physically, spiritually
and emotionally. 

7 of us Americans are waiting for our Czech visas. Please pray these visas will
be ready soon as not having them is very complicated. 

Please pray for this trip to the states! Please pray God would provide all the
connections and meetings in order for us to connect our Ukrainian teammates
with new monthly supporters. Pray God would bless this trip! Please pray the
girls would do well on the flights and adjust well to the time difference. Pray we
would be patient and unified during this time! Please pray for our travel day
and adjusting tomorrow!

If you would like to give towards the Ukrainian Crisis general fund or to specific
needs and work our Josiah Venture team is doing on the ground in Ukraine and
abroad to help refugees, please visit this link: 

https://www.josiahventure.com/help-ukraine

Thank you for Empowering Us

Your support means so much for our
family and this movement of God.
We love you all. 
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Sincerely,
The Humerian Family 
Lee, Katie, Jesse & Jayme

Join us in prayer online for a movement of God in Central & Eastern Europe! 

Our Prayer Room is a place to learn about the spiritual need in this region, where
you can pray for our ministry and for the lost in a personal way. 

Our prayer room is now mobile! You can now download the JV Prayer Room on the
Apple App Store and sign up for 15 minutes, half an hour, one full hour in prayer,
joining the watch as we pray for young people to hear the Gospel and for Jesus to be
glorified!

Support By Giving

Download our New iPhone App

Pray Using our Interactive Website
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Equipping young leaders in Central and Eastern Europe to fulfill Christ’s commission through the local church
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