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Pray for Max
Many of you know about Max and have been praying for him for a long time. Some of you

even donated camp scholarship money back in 2019 for him to go to his Fusion camp,

which started the process of him repenting and believing in Jesus and serving in our local

church. He is 19 years old and one of our Fusion leaders. Since the war started he has

been serving on the front lines in Mariupol. Mariupol is one of the hardest hit cities in

Ukraine and was under siege for weeks. He was part of the group that surrendered at the

Azovstal factory in May and has been a prisoner of war in a city in Russian-occupied

Eastern Ukraine since then.

The last we heard from him was May 13th when he got a hold of his mom and our

teammate Vlad. He said he was alive and being fed one meal/day. Recently Vlad has been

working to help Max’s mom get all the necessary information to the International Red

Cross so his name could be included in prisoner-swap information. It is (frustratingly) not

an easy process and Vlad has been calling every day as he still hasn't received any

response from the Red Cross, and per international law, Ukraine cannot add names to the

list not approved by the Red Cross.

Just yesterday (July 28th) a video was released showing extreme torture and subsequent

execution of one of the Ukrainian prisoners of war. Today (July 29th) Russia bombed a

prison in Olenivka with a missile and blamed Ukraine for it (even though no Russian

guards were killed...). Most likely this was a Russian attempt to conceal torture and war

crimes already committed to prisoners.

Max is being held at this prison. Due to this attack, at least 40-50 prisoners of war are dead

and over 130 are injured. We don’t recommend watching videos or looking at pictures

regarding this - it is extremely graphic and disturbing. We don't know if Max was in the

barracks which was hit directly, we only know that he was located at this detention camp.

We are praying and waiting to see which list Max’s name comes up on - injured, dead, or

alive. Please pray for a miracle. Please pray for him to come home alive. Pray for his Mom,

his twin brother, and his family. Pray for an end to this utterly senseless war and a

complete, independent Ukraine.



First picture: Vlad and Liza with Max's mom last month. 
Second picture: Vlad discipling Max before the war.
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