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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As the United Methodist church experiences what is more like a divorce than a split, I want to share my heart with 

you regarding the impending disaffiliations. I am a Traditionalist, if we must define each other, and I have no 

intention of leaving the Texas Annual Conference or the United Methodist church. My father is an Elder in this 

conference, and in many ways the Texas Annual Conference is my home. While I am saddened by the actions of 

some who are blatantly defying the UM discipline, none of that defiance has taken place here in the Texas Annual 

Conference. I personally, will not allow the negative actions of others in other parts of the country to dictate my 

conscience or where I know God has called me to serve. I know that there are many who do not feel this way and 

I harbor no ill will and deeply respect their opinions. In fact, many of them are my friends, and we will remain 

friends. 

We are in times where the future is uncertain, both for the UMC and for the GMC.  Jesus spoke of fear often in the 

scriptures and his overlying message was, “don’t be afraid!” He also made a promise to the church that “the gates 

of hell will not overcome it.” (Matthew 16:18b) If hell cannot overcome the church, then I trust Jesus will lead us 

through these challenging times.  

I believe that Jesus places people in churches and that we don’t choose a particular church. This process is 

explained by Paul in the 12th chapter of 1 Corinthians. I also believe that Jesus would prefer that we stay together 

and have unity. In fact, Jesus prayed for our unity in John 17:20-23.  

Some could argue that unity for the UMC is impossible and that may well be the case. In his only recorded 

sermon Jesus says to us, “Be perfect, therefore as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) None of us 

expects to be perfect, and yet Jesus makes it quite clear he intends for us to attempt spiritual perfection anyways. 

We may never have the complete unity that Jesus prays for us in John 17, but I intend to attempt unity anyways.  

For those of you who will vote to disaffiliate I will grieve your decision but trust that it was made with careful 

spiritual discernment and not fear. And I will hold your hands and pray a blessing on your church and on the GMC.  

For those of you who wish to remain UMC, I want you to know that I intend to work hard for the West district.  I 

want you to rest in the assurance that the trust clause, which was designed to protect churches, will continue to 

protect your church. And if your church decides to leave and your conscience will not allow you to leave with 

them, I will work to help you find a home in another UM church or perhaps a new UM church start in your 

community.  

In the love of Jesus Christ, 

Rev. Steve Woody  

West District Superintendent, Texas Annual Conference 

 


