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Dear Friends,

At A&M United Methodist Church, our mission is to share the love of Jesus through community,
compassion, and faith. We dream of being a church that transforms the lives of our members, this community,
and our world by deepening our walk as disciples. Together we have been practicing these things for the last
100 years. We have served with our faith and passion for living in the grace of God.

In August, we gathered together as a church to discuss our journey as United Methodists and as disciples
of Jesus Christ in the Bryan/College Station community. It was a valuable time to share our passions and hopes
for the future together. After much discussion, our Core Leadership Team proposed that entering into a
discussion of disaffiliation would harm our congregation. It also brought to the forefront that we are a church
committed to centering our outreach, mission, and energies around Christ. The voting members of the church
council voted overwhelmingly at 94% to pass the motion.

We have thrived as United Methodists for 100 years. We are thriving as United Methodists today in
Bryan-College Station as we expand ministries and reach new people in 2022. We are thriving in our Sunday
School classes that embody differences of opinions but unity as people centered on their belief in the love of
Jesus Christ. We are thriving in missions as we partnered with College Hills Elementary School and the
Salvation Army to provide and wrap presents for children who have none this Christmas. In addition, our
congregation has committed to building a house for Habitat for Humanity over the next three years.

We are doing all of this as United Methodists: a people who are not uniform in all we think but united by
what we believe about the love and grace of Jesus Christ. In this season, some churches have decided not to be
United Methodist. Many of them have gone through great pain, infighting, and division through this process. I
have been praying for them. I have listened to members of churches across our conference who have been
through the disaffiliation process. They are filled with the pain and heartbreak their local church's division has
caused in their friendships, families, and communities. I have not stopped praying for them. While we may be
members of different expressions of faith, we are still United in the love of Jesus Christ.

To date, 1,817 churches in our nation have left the United Methodist denomination of 30,500 churches
in the US, and a cumulative 46,000 churches worldwide. We will pray for the disaffiliated churches trusting that
God goes with them.

1 John 3:16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives
for one another. On December 24th, we will lift our candles into the air and sing Silent Night. We will lift the
light of Jesus into the air because of how he loves us. We still hold the mission of sharing that love of Jesus to
transform the lives of our members, community, and world. I'm thankful to do this work with you. United, let us
continue to walk as disciples of Jesus for another 100 years.

Grace & Peace,

Rev. Preston Greenwaldt
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