
Church Practices

Week 3


Tithes & Offering


——————————————————————————————————————————

Check-In 
God is glad to connect with you. He wants to hear how you are doing. Take a moment to notice your 
primary emotion of the day to help yourself be fully present. Consider whether you are primarily sad, 
angry, scared, happy, excited, tender. Share with God that emotion. What are you thankful for?


Reflect 
Spend some time with the biblical texts and the resources below. Consider starting by making some 
observations or reading until something stands out to you; feel free to pause when the Lord prompts 
you. Talk with God about what encourages, challenges, or confuses you.


Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
What does it mean to live generously? Here Paul addresses motivations for giving to help 
Jerusalem Christians during a time of need since they were no longer under the law. The 
Corinthians Christians were plagued with the same challenges to their heart that we face today. 
(1) Giving to maintain a positive image with self or with others. (2) Giving out of grudging 
obligation to meet a perceived requirement. (3) Giving with intention to receive return blessing 
whether in the short or long-term. Or, (4) NOT giving due to worry about self preservation.  

How do we steward life so that we can respond when called by God to live and give generously? 

Shame, guilt, and fear are NOT tools to be utilized to motivate generosity, nor justifications for 
doing so by a Christian. Worry, personal ambition, or financial security are also not justifications 
for refusing to or reluctantly giving. An eternal perspective, rooted in one's attachment to Christ, 
will cause a proper generous response, not defined by an amount, but by alignment with the ask. 

Read Are Christians Required To Tithe? by Thomas Schreiner. 

Share 
Be quiet for 3 minutes. What do you sense God is saying to you? How will you respond faithfully this 
week? The community is built and encouraged when we share out of our like experiences, gifts, time 
with God, and reflect on Scripture. What insight, question, or experience do you want to share with 
us?


Steps for Everyday Faith, Family, and Mission because of Jesus

• What are you thankful for? What challenges are happening in your life, family, and community?

• What did you like/not like about the Scripture?

• What did you discover about God and/or people in the passage?

• How is God inviting you to respond and live with Him this week?

• Who do you know that needs to hear this?

• Ask God: How can I bless (body, labor, emotions, social, spiritual) those people who need this?

Check In 
Connect with God honestly 
about where you are at

Reflect 
‘Review until’ something 
stands out to talk to God about

Share 
Talk with God & others about 
what is now on your heart to do

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/7-reasons-christians-not-required-to-tithe/

