
Just Kids Merrington Philosophy 

 
The small team at Merrington preschool are fun, caring, passionate and professional kaiako. 
We provide a warm, respectful, safe environment – a home away from home. Kaiako are 
responsive to the needs and development of all tamariki ensuring they understand the 
importance of self-care. The children’s daily interactions with each other, guided by kaiako, 
enable children to develop their emotional resilience and social competence.  
 
 
Values of Respect & Inclusion 
 
We honour Te Tiriti o Waitangi and the partnerships and responsibilities within this 
document. Strong relationships with our tamariki, parents, whānau, colleagues and 
community is very important to us. We believe that each child and their wellbeing is inter-
connected with the trusting relationships of their kaiako, parents and whānau. We value our 
children’s language, culture and identity by celebrating the family and the wider community.  
 
 
Values of Family and Love 
 
Open communication is recognised as a vital part of preschool life with all tamariki and their 
whānau. We believe in supporting parents/whānau as first teachers and respecting the 
aspirations that the whānau have for their tamariki, ensuring that our curriculum and values 
build on the knowledge and experiences that each child brings with them to our centre.  
 
 
Values of Service 
 
Our broad, rich curriculum ensures that play is a fundamental feature and reflects the 
holistic way in which children learn and grow. The curriculum provides a range of 
opportunities for children to explore their own creativity. We recognise the importance of 
ako, where children of all ages learn alongside, with and from others (tuakana - teina). Early 
literacy and early numeracy are woven within our daily program for children of all ages. 
Physical play in our large outdoor environment is both promoted and enjoyed.  
 
As a team we value each other and the on-going journey of learning together – kaiako. 
parents, whānau and the tamariki.  

 

He waka eke noa 

“We’re all in this together” 
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