
Gospel Thankfulness 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 8/2/2020 

 

What do you think of the people you know, the people around you? 

 A man who used to be a friend of mine had a general disposition of frustration with others. 

 To him everyone was late, lazy, ignorant, stupid, liberal, or other words even worse than those. 

 At times he would say to me, “John, people bug me.  I hate people.”  I would tell him that he had a problem. 

If you are a minister of the Gospel, you cannot be like that.  Paul was a minister of the Gospel. 

And, all of you here are ministers of the Gospel, or you ought to be. 

What is ministry? 

The word simply means serving.  A minister is one who serves.  A minister of the Gospel serves the Lord. 

We discover right away that Paul served and saw others in the church as servants of the Lord, everyone. 

 

I. Living in the faithfulness of God 1:1 

Thessalonica is in Europe, in what is now modern-day Greece, not far from the ancient city of Philippi. 

The first we read about the church in Thessalonica was when it was planted. 

 Paul and Silas had left Philippi after the authorities begged him to leave. 

  Paul had been beaten and jailed unlawfully. 

  Lydia, the jailor, and many others had been converted to Christ.  Acts 17:1-10 

  This was simply the life that Paul usually led as he faithfully preached and served the Lord. 

 We learn some important information here when to comes to understanding the letters Paul wrote. 

  First, the Jews who opposed the Gospel had a powerful presence in this Roman city. 

  Second, there was a great response to the Gospel that Paul preached to them. 

   Some Jews believed, an important man named Jason, numerous Greeks, and important women. 

  Third, justice and protection were hard to come by.  This was commonplace in the Roman empire. 

   People complain about things in America, but all you need to do is travel around a bit. 

   You discover that, with all the injustice that exists, things here are better than most places and times. 

   Not that there is not serious injustice that needs correcting. 

   But, never assume that things could not be worse.  Violence tends to make things worse. 

 

Paul has been wanting to visit Thessalonica again but had been hindered in doing so.  1 Thessalonians 2:18 

Finally, overcome with concerns for their suffering he sent Timothy.  1 Thessalonians 3:1-3 

 It could be that one of Paul’s concerns was the presence of Demas.  2 Timothy 4:9-10 

 Paul served faithfully when he was present and when he was absent. 

 

We know from Paul’s letter to the Philippians that the believers in Thessalonica provided for Paul. 

 He says that, even after he had left, “You sent me help for my needs once and again.” 

 This was a special church for Paul. 

 

Paul begins his letter with his usual sort of greeting… now to “the church” of the Thessalonians. 

 A church was neither a building nor an organization… but people gathered in homes throughout the city. 

 The Greek word “ecclesia” originally meant gathering.  So, the church consists of the believers gathered. 

 The New Testament teaching of what a church is means God’s people coming together. 

 This is why this current COVID epidemic really is an existential threat to the church throughout the world. 

  It is keeping people apart, for understandable reason, who need to be gathering together. 

  It is providing people who do not want to come to church with a good excuse not to come. 

  It is making it difficult to witness for Christ in the usual way and bring people to-gather. 

 We need to encourage people to come to church and trust them that they know what is best if they cannot. 

 

“Grace to you and peace”  These two words begin nearly all of Paul’s letters.  Why? 

 Both are essential to the Gospel and essential for churches. 

 Grace means that the Lord has paid our sin penalty and granted us salvation when we do not deserve it. 

 Peace means that we have peace with God when before we were enemies. 

 Now we have peace with one another because we are all His children and His way matters more than ours. 

 And, we can give grace to one another because we are all recovered and recovering sinners. 

To be a faithful Christian means that you gather with the church and do not fight others who disagree with you. 



 

II. Praying with thankfulness 1:2-3 

Paul is thanking God always for them and mentioning them in his prayers. 

And, what is he saying to God about them when he is praying and giving thanks?  He tells us. 

 

There are three things that are taking place among these believers in Thessalonica. 

 Each of these three things in true because of the “Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father.” 

 

Their “work of faith” 

With just a little bit of thought it is not difficult to figure out what this means.  Work means effort. 

Faith?  We have a wonderful definition in Hebrews 11:11,  

 “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 

So, this is a depiction of people working hard because they believe something even though they do not see it. 

I think that this works in the life of a Christian in two senses. 

 First, we work for God whom we do not usually see… and He pays us later. 

 Second, we pour ourselves into serving people, teaching people, sharing the Gospel with people… 

 And, we rarely get to see the results.  Those people usually do not thank us. 

 That is OK.  Ours is a work of faith. 

 Some people think that you become a Christian and then you take it easy because you don’t work at it. 

 This is not the picture of the Thessalonian believers at all. 

 

Their “labor of love” 

“Labor” sounds similar to “work,” but it is actually a different word in the Greek. 

 The word means work with trouble and exhaustion. 

 I have visited with people who have been teaching Sunday school, or working on getting kids to camp… 

  There are people here who serve in ways that others never see, who pray long hours… 

 Sometimes people will tell me that they cannot keep going.  They are exhausted. 

It is even more difficult when you serve someone, and they seem to not appreciate you at all. 

 I recall years ago when I and another family in the church were reaching out to a family in Beresford. 

  Not to long into it this person told me, “They just keep needing, there is no end!” 

 That is a picture of “labor of love.” 

 You do it because you love God and love people.  But it does get exhausting. 

 

Their “perseverance of hope” 

If you have ever run cross-country, you know what perseverance means. 

 This is what you have to do when you feel like quitting, but you know that you have to keep going. 

 You hit a wall.  But you discover that it is not a wall when you run through it. 

 Perseverance means that it is hard.  You do not persevere through a lemonade and a snooze in the sunshine. 

Perseverance of hope means that you keep going because of the reward at the end. 

 Do you know that God promises rewards for His faithful servants who serve Him and others out of love? 

 If you put to work faith, love, and hope in the service of the Lord in the body of Christ you will not regret it. 

We are now on the verge of the Sunday School Season. 

 There are some questions.  How are we going to proceed?  Who will organize us?  Who will do the work? 

 I want to say to you who are already involved and others who are considering it… it will be hard. 

 But it is worth it.  The lives of these kids are worth it.  The leaders around you are worth it. 

  Just think of the impact that such things have had on your lives or the lives of your kids. 

 If you come to Brooklyn Church, here in the sanctuary or at home, and are not involved in some way… 

  It is time to get involved.  Talk to me.  I can tell you where the needs are.  You will not waste your time. 

  

III. Knowing God’s loving choice 1:4 

As Paul prays for them, remembering all of this about them, there is something else that he is thinking about. 

This truly is an amazing statement by Paul to these Christians. 

 “For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you.”  Really?? 

 What?  Pastor, do you mean to tell me that I am a Christian because God chose me to be one? 

 I am saying that exactly.  I am saying that because Paul says that… and not just here. 



 

1 Thessalonians 4:7  God called us.  We responded, but it was His idea in the first place. 

1 Thessalonians 5:9  God has a destiny laid on you… salvation through Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13  God, in love, chose you in the beginning.  You might ask, “Beginning of what?” 

 Well, I’ll tell you.  Did you know that God chose you before you were ever born? 

 Some people find this troubling, largely because they do not understand how it all works.  But it’s true. 

Ephesians 1:3-6  In His love for you, He has planned it out for you to become holy and blameless in Him. 

 You actually find this sort of teaching all over in the Bible, but just one more passage to make it clear. 

Romans 8:28-30  God has a purpose for your life going back to before the world was made. 

 

So, Paul is thankful for these Thessalonian Christians, not just because they are hard Gospel workers. 

He is thankful not just because He is part of the reason that they are saved and walking with Jesus. 

He is thankful because he can see in them God’s loving purpose from before the foundation of the world. 

 God put them together with him in the body of Christ and in ministry together. 

 

I was thinking last night of all the amazing people in this church that God has put together. 

 Some of you I have known for 21 years.  Some of you I have met only this year. 

For more than 6,000 years God has planned that you and I and each other should be together in this moment. 

 I got to thinking about this last night and it just about brought me to tears. 

 We get to minister together because God thought that would be a great idea! 

Where would I be in my faith without all of you, your encouragement, your prayers, your kindness,  

 your example, your perseverance, your faith? 

 

These Christians had so blessed Paul that he cannot stop giving God thanks that He has called them. 

 

IV. Convinced of the power of the Gospel 1:5 

Verse 5 begins with a conjunction indicating causation.  All of this above is true, why? 

 There is a reason.  Actually, there are five reasons, all having to do with the nature of the Gospel. 

 

The Gospel is the Word of God. 

Sometimes we forget the nature of this message that we share with other people.  It seems to be only words. 

But, who’s words?  These are God’s words.  Even in the simplest form, these are words of God. 

And, when God speaks… well, the universe was created, fire comes form heaven, people are changed. 

 Hebrews 4:12-13  This is why people get so angry.  This is why the Word transforms lives. 

 

The Gospel comes “in power.” 

Romans 1:16  It comes with the power of God to save people. 

1 Corinthians 2:3-5  The Gospel does not need to be dressed up, made entertaining, presented by experts. 

God is working in people’s hearts, showing them that they need God.  It is not me or you! 

 

The Gospel comes “in the Holy Spirit.” 

Do you know that the Holy Spirit is with you?  What does the Holy Spirit do when the Gospel is presented? 

John 14:26-27  The Holy Spirit brings Jesus’ words to mind and gives peace. 

John 16:7-14  He helps; convicts people of sin, righteousness, and judgment; guides; glorifies God. 

 

The Gospel comes with “full conviction.” 

Have you ever heard a preacher and you get the feeling that this guy doesn’t quite believe what he’s saying? 

And, then he makes some lame excuses for why you don’t really need to be concerned with what the Bible says. 

That wasn’t Paul.  This Gospel is life and death!  He was prepared to die for what he said… and he did. 

 

The Gospel comes with personal example. 

And, Paul lived it.  He lived the Gospel… with his feet, with his money, with his time, in his relationships. 

There is no room in the Bible for a person who says, “I’m a Christian,” and then lives like everyone else. 

A Christian is a person changed by Christ, an active part of a body of believers, looking for His return. 

A Christian might be a farmer or a teacher or a welder, or retired, but his or her life is ministry for God. 


