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I would like to tell you all about one of the most significant things that has ever happened to me. 

My freshman year of university I got involved with Campus Crusade, went to meetings, Bible study… 

Then Keith Maurer pulled me aside and told me I was going to be in his group.  I said OK?  Didn’t know. 

There were 3 others… for 2 years we met.  If I missed a meeting, he called me.  I became a disciple of Jesus. 

 

What does a disciple look like? 

Last week, looking at the first five verses of the book and a portion of Acts 17… 

 we saw how special the people in this church were to Paul. 

Paul planted this church during his second missionary journey. 

Shortly after that these new believers in Thessalonica suffered persecution and Paul was run out of town. 

Now, Paul, as he writes is thankful always for them and prays for them all the time.  1 Thessalonians 1:3-5 

These hard-working courageous Christians are beloved of God and beloved of Paul. 

 

In the next five verses we are going to see in the Thessalonian Christians, through the words of Paul, 

 what a disciple of Jesus Christ looks like. 

In 2 Timothy 2:2 Paul gives Timothy, his son in the faith, the commission of a disciple. 

 4 generations of Christian believers 

We are going to find in the rest of 1 Thessalonians 1 that this entire church is living out this commission. 

The word disciple means “learner.” 

The Thessalonian believers are living like learners. 

 

I. Living like a Learner 1:6-7 

Right away you can see in the text the pattern of these Christians in their relationship with Paul. 

 Learning is hard.  You may have heard people say things like, “You should never stop learning.” 

 This is true.  But there is a basic problem with the effort to learn. 

 It is that to learn you have to discover and admit that you don’t know something. 

  This requires humility.  Sometimes, the smarter we are the harder this is. 

 2 Timothy 3:16-17  teaching, rebuking, correction, training are all opportunities to learn. 

 Many people respond to opportunities to learn with offence or outrage.  That is pride and you will not learn. 

  

And, the need to learn never stops… even if you think you know a lot. 

 Ask yourself this question:  How much do you know of what there is to know? 

 Or this one:  Are you living in the way that you ought to live? 

Somewhere along the way we get it in our heads that we don’t have as much to learn anymore. 

Some of you really need to make an adjustment and begin learning again… like a baby. 

In the Bible we are told by Jesus that we all need to be born again. (John 3) 

The Bible makes it clear that when we are born again, we all start out as baby Christians. 

 Nobody learns as aggressively as a baby. 

 

They “became imitators of us and of the Lord.”  Imitation is the most basic method of learning. 

 Babies do it.  You do what someone does.  You say what someone says. 

 Even today, this is how most pastors in the world learn. 

  My first trip to India I was preaching at a pastor’s conference.  They were furiously taking notes. 

  Wilson came to me afterward, “Ooooh John, it was so good.”  Which felt nice. 

  I said, “They were certainly taking notes.” 

  He said, “Oh yes.  You see they will be preaching this sermon all over India, the points, the verses…” 

   And, they’ll do it better than you… for India. 

  It makes a guy work a little harder to get things right. 

 Maybe in America people would call this plagiarism.  I don’t know. 

 I do know that in our society, with our copyright laws, etc., you cannot preach another pastor’s sermon. 

  People have and they’ve gotten in trouble.  You must attribute things that someone else says. 

 But, in most of the world, most of the time, imitation is the highest form of compliment. 

 If people can do what I do better than me… get to it. 



 

Now imitation can be a good thing.  But it can be a bad thing… as all of you parents know. 

 Have you ever heard your kid say something that you said just the way you said it?  “What did you say?” 

But the reason that this is a good thing is because Paul is imitating the Lord. 

So, when they are imitating Paul, they are imitating Jesus as well.  You can see this in the text. 

This is one of the reasons that obedience to Christ is so important… as a parent, as a pastor, as anyone. 

 Because someone is always watching… and possibly imitating. 

 

We also discover in the text that this was not easy for them. 

 They “received the Word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit.” 

 We know from the book of Acts that some of them were beaten because of their faith. 

  You probably have not yet had that from your neighbors. 

 We are going to discover in the next chapter that Paul’s suffering gave them courage to face their own. 

 They were imitating Paul in believing despite tribulation. 

Realize that sometimes what you are suffering is not just for you… 

 but so that another person can see your faith and joy in suffering and be strengthened. 

 

Their new life also involved being an example to others… all over the place. 

 According to Paul, who knew people in all these places, they impacted and entire subcontinent. 

 Because of their devotion to the Word of God and Paul’s teaching, people were imitating them. 

What happened? 

 

II. Witnessing with the Word 1:8 

Their example, that was so influential, was the example of lives lived according to the Word of God. 

 They have “received the Word” (vs. 6) and now through them “the Word has sounded forth.” 

It is like what happened at Ephesus.  Acts 19:8-10  Are you a man or woman of the Word? 

Do you marinate in it?  Does it seep out of you?  This is who the Thessalonian Christians were. 

 

Not long ago, I had a young lady who meant well explain to me she doesn’t need to study her Bible that much. 

 “I have the Spirit of God,” she said, “He leads me.  I listen and follow.  God speaks to me.” 

 “Oh,” I said, “How do you know it is God?” 

 I’m not sure she understood my point and I’m sorry to say she probably was not encouraged. 

But, look, you must know the Word of God to hear the Spirit of God speak.  He uses God’s Words! 

The reality is that many people, some Christians, some not, are spiritually lazy. 

 They are unwilling to put the time and energy in to really get to know what God says in His Word. 

 Why?  Well, it’s hard.  Learning is hard work. 

I had a young man say to me years ago, “I’m just not a very good reader.” 

 OK, I get that.  But it is no excuse today. 

 You can get the entire Bible audio online in hundreds of translations. 

 I have almost 300 sermons downloaded onto my iPod.  I’m old fashioned. 

 Many good Christian theologies and devotional books are available in audio versions.  It is amazing. 

 You don’t need to read a thing and you can grow in the Word like crazy. 

Do you know where I really learn the Word in ways that stick with me?  With other people. 

 Get into a Bible study and be there every week.  You will be amazed how you will grow. 

 In September I will be starting up again.  MDG and PBG.  Get involved in one of them.  I might call you. 

 

When the Word is in you, it comes out of you.  It changes the lives of other people. 

The verb here in verse 8 carries with it the idea of music going out. 

Have you ever started singing a song, in the morning, in the shower?  There you are humming along. 

People hear you singing.  Then later you hear them singing the same song. 

 That is what’s going on with the Word of God… “sounding forth from you.” 

 I have seen it with young people.  They get into the Word.  Forever changed. 

 With my own kids.  Off they go to Hidden Acres, “The speaker was awesome!  Memorized Ephesians.” 

 I’ve seen the Word of God transform some of you through the ministry of Brooklyn church. 

But you cannot be in the Word if it is not changing your life.  That makes most people quit being in the Word. 



 

So, it was their “faith toward God” (These Thessalonians) that has had this amazing impact on so many. 

 As you are in the Word, learning God’s Word, it changes you and as it changes you… you trust God more. 

 In this sense faith is like a muscle.  Work it and it gets stronger.  Neglect it and it gets weaker. 

As your faith grows it begins to spill over into the lives of others, just like the Word of God does. 

 

III. Turning to the Truth 1:9-10 

Now Paul helps us to see just one part of this example of theirs, their faith, and their devotion to the Word. 

They lived lives of turning away from idolatry to serve God. 

Paul here recalls how these people received the gospel… they turned to God from idols. 

This word “turned” is another word for repenting. 

 You are going along in life and you realize, “Woa!  I’m going to wrong way.  This is not good.” 

 And you turn around and begin going the right way… the Jesus way. 

The whole world is going along after idols, listening to lies, they hear about God, who is “living and true.” 

 And they realize that they cannot go both ways, so they turn to follow the Lord. 

 

What’s wrong with idols?  They are false and they are dead, while God is “living and true.” 

 After all, what is an idol?  It is something that human beings make into an object of worship. 

  We idolize people who can sing or play with a ball or run fast or look really pretty. 

  We are prepared to worship fame, a successful career, popularity, wealth, power. 

  People worship causes, give their lives to them, communism, democracy, education, saving forests… 

   Often these are good things, but they are not living, do not care about you, may not even be true. 

   Abraham Lincoln called America “the last best hope of earth.”  Is it really?  I think not. 

  We make money out of paper, now mostly in microchips, and think it is really great. 

   We will even lie, cheat, steal, and kill for it. 

  We worship the computers, the neat games, and the amazing ability we have to make cool stuff. 

  We build fabulous houses, or not so fabulous ones, and think we have arrived. 

  We make boats, cars, motorcycles, etc. and admire and desire them… until they get old. 

  We are prone to make an idol out of virtually anything. 

  These things are all made of stuff that God made first, His creation. 

 Isaiah tells us about idols, in a very entertaining way.  Isaiah 44:9-20 

 There is the great contrast in Psalm 115:1-8.  God who is glorious, loving, faithful, who does what He wills. 

  God is “living and true.” 

  Or the idols… who you can see… but they are fake and dead.  You can see that they are fake and dead. 

  Jeremiah 10:1-10  Who would you rather serve? 

 

In verse 10 we find that their turning away from idols is not only about serving “a living and true God.” 

 It is about waiting for Jesus from heaven. 

 We have an amazing future hope.  No idol is going to give you that! 

 In fact, every one of those idols that we talked about earlier… every last one of them… 

  Will abandon you as soon as you are dead.  They will no longer matter, and you will know it. 

  You can have tons of money, friends, big houses, cars and boats, great career. 

  You die, and you will, it is all gone. 

  Even if they bury it all with you, and they won’t, you still can’t have it anymore. 

Or, you can live looking forward to Jesus, who is alive and is coming back to rescue you! 

 

And, how do we know that Jesus is going to return?  The answer is in the text. 

 He rose from the dead, when He said He would, the first time. 

 So, when He says that He’s coming again, well… He is the guy who said He would live after He died. 

  It is a good idea to believe Him.  Hebrews 9:27-28 

 

Jesus is the only one you can follow who will be waiting for you at the end of it all. 

Learn from Him, be His disciple, and learn from others who are learning from Him. 

And, seek to help others to know and follow Him. 

Then, when you are done with this life, you will give thanks like Paul does. 


