
The Coming of the Lord 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 9/20/2020 

 

When Jesus returns the dead will rise. 

If you are a modern American reading through 1 Thessalonians… 

  you might be having a fairly good time through chapters 1, 2, and 3. 

  You get to see how thankful Paul was for these people in this church. 

  You read of their witness and their service. 

  You read about how much Paul cared about them, like a nursing mother. 

  You read of how Paul exhorted and encouraged them like a father. 

  Paul talks about how much he wants to see them again and that he sent Timothy to strengthen them. 

  And, then you see how Paul constantly prays for them. 

  This is all very nice and could be applauded by people who might not believe the Bible much at all. 

 

But then we get to chapter 4 which turns out to be one of the most countercultural chapters in the entire Bible. 

 Right away we read Paul commanding them to “abstain from sexual immorality.” 

  Paul does not want these believers to live like the world any longer in its “passion of lust.” 

  People today sure do not want to hear that!  How dare we say what God has to say about sex! 

  Even here in this church I know that there were people last Sunday who thought,  

   “Pastor, I just don’t know if I like what you’re saying.” 

  In fact, for this we receive accusations that we are out of touch and judgmental. 

Oh, but next on the plate is this:  The Lord is coming back in the sky and the dead will rise. 

 For this we will be characterized as crazy, loopy, off out nut, an olive short of a whole pizza. 

  I had a conversation with a guy on a plane several years ago. 

  He learned that I was a pastor and I did tell him that I believed in Jesus and preached from the Bible. 

  He then said, “Oh, good, I thought you might be one of those… 

   who thinks the world is going to end and that Jesus will show up in the sky.” 

  I said, “Actually the Bible does say that.” 

   “Oh.” 

 

So, here is 1 Thessalonians 4.  If people don’t think you’re a prude, they might decide you’ve got a screw loose. 

But that is all fine.  According to the text you and I have a great thing going for us. 

 Why? 

 

I. We do not grieve as those who have no hope. 4:13 

I’ve been at four funerals in the past two weeks.  It makes you think. 

In this world, you cannot miss what happens when people die. 

 There is a strange unnaturalness to it.  One moment the person is there.  The next there is just a body. 

 People do try to hide from it, not talk about it, even deny the reality of their own impending death. 

 I call it the inescapable statistic.  100% of people die. 

In the 3rd century BC, the Greek poet-philosopher Theocritus wrote,  

 “Hopes are for the living; the dead have no hope.” 

There is a second century letter written to a grieving family by an Egyptian lady named Irene. 

 After she explains that they did everything they could, she concludes, 

 “Nevertheless, against these things one can do nothing.  Therefore, comfort one another.  Farewell.” 

But what horrible, empty comfort is that!  There is nothing there that is comforting. 

 

Well, these Christians in Thessalonica 2,000 years ago were having a problem with the death of loved ones. 

 You see, they had expectations, and these expectations seemed to be failing. 

 They had believed in Jesus, the Lord of Life.  Their grandmas and grandpas had believed in Jesus. 

 They had learned that Jesus, the King of the Kingdom of Heaven,  

  was going to come back and they would live forever.  Acts 1:11 

  In Matthew 10:23, “You will not finish the cities of Israel until the Son of Man comes.” 

  Matthew 16:28, “Some here will not die until they see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom.” 

  So, they were waiting, getting ready for Jesus to return.  But now some people had died. 

 So, they wonder, does that mean that these folks who believed who have died will miss out? 



 

“No, no,” says Paul, “Death has not the final word where Jesus is concerned.” 

 After all He is the way, the truth, and the life.  Jesus has the words of eternal life. 

 He is the bread of life.  Jesus is the one who gives living water. 

 Jesus said about His sheep, “I give to them eternal life, and they will never perish.” 

 Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life, whoever believes in Me will live even if he dies.” 

 

Therefore, we read in verse 13 that we do not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

 The Hindus and Buddhists say that you get reincarnated as something else…  

   like a gerbil, or cow, or Taylor Swift. 

  Which, if true, is terribly discouraging as I cannot now remember being anything else but me. 

   And I cannot even remember that very well. 

  If you’re really good you become part of the great oblivion that transcends consciousness and suffering. 

  I’m sorry.  That makes no sense and I’m not interested.  I’ll stick with Jesus. 

 Some will say that when you die your spirit just hangs around places you’ve been. 

  Which, if you have spent your life flipping burgers at McDonald’s, does not sound particularly good. 

  Nothing against McDonald’s, the real problem is that no one wants to be a ghost for eternity. 

  Can you imagine hanging around in misty form forever in the grove near where you farmed? 

  No thanks.  I think I’ll stick with Jesus. 

 People who are committed to atheism or naturalistic science imagine that they are more realistic. 

  You just go nowhere.  The end.  Life is over. 

  The problem, of course, is that this belief has no more foundation in fact than anything else. 

  It seems so honestly realistic to some because it is so discouraging.  But it is a lie. 

  The person who says there is no afterlife because one has not been there is like…  

   refusing to believe that Seattle exists because one has not been there. 

   There are some in Seattle who are not sure it exists.  As for me I’ll take people’s word for it. 

  Moreover, there is one who has been dead and come back to talk about it, the God-man Jesus Christ. 

 

It is His resurrection that completely transforms any discussion about life and death. 

If Jesus Christ really rose from the dead, it changes everything. 

 

II. If Jesus rose, there will be a resurrection of the dead. 4:14-15 

“Because, if we believe that Jesus died and rose from the dead…”  You see?  Everything depends upon this! 

 1 Corinthians 15:12-19  If Jesus has not risen from the dead people should feel sorry for Christians. 

 This is important.  Every other belief in the world is based upon a system of teaching, a philosophy. 

 Christianity has lots of teachings but all of it is founded upon historical fact. 

  Something happened that forces us to pay attention and believe.  Jesus rose from the dead. 

  God did something in the course of history.  Actually, He did lots of things.  You can investigate them. 

  The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem and the Roman authorities could have ended the Christian faith. 

   And, they had reason to do so.  They wanted this Christian thing to stop. 

   All they would have had to do was produce the dead body of Jesus and it all would have been over. 

   Moreover, everyone knew where Jesus had died and was buried.  People were not stupid then. 

   Their problem was that there was no body there left in the grave.  It was gone. 

   And more than 500 people had seen Jesus alive from the dead. 

  It was all this that made the new Christian faith unkillable.  It was that Jesus was dead and is now alive. 

 Jesus has risen from the dead.  And if that is true then everything else must be true. 

 Why?  Because is a guy like Jesus comes along and fulfills prophesy and teaches like He did… 

  and heals people and raises the dead and calms the storms and walks on water and dies… 

  and rises from the dead…  well then it makes sense to believe what He says. 

 

And Jesus says there is a resurrection coming.  “For this we say by the word of the Lord…” 

 Jesus discussed the resurrection more than a few times.  He argued against the Sadducees. 

  He taught His disciples.  They understood.  Martha understood.  John 11:21-24 

 There is a coming of the Lord coming.  This too was prophesied in Isaiah and Ezekiel and Daniel. 

 At His coming He will bring with Him those “who have fallen asleep in Jesus.” 



 

III. Jesus Christ is coming back. 4:16-17 

And now we get to some details.  Paul lays out for us what is going to happen when the Lord returns. 

I want you to see in these two verses four things that are going to happen when Christ returns. 

 There is more that will happen as well.  You can read about it in Matthew 24 and Revelation. 

 There are events that will precede his return, an antichrist, tribulation, signs in the heavens, plagues, war. 

 But Paul is focusing here on that moment when the Lord appears… 

  and what happens then to His people, both alive and those who have died. 

 

Four sequential parts of that amazing moment that is still to come: 

1. Jesus Christ will descend from heaven with a shout, the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet of God. 

  Jesus will come back as the King with a royal announcement fit for the ruler of the universe. 

  This will be both amazing for us and terrifying for His enemies. 

  In the book of Revelation this is the breaking of the sixth seal, the sounding of the last trumpet. 

  When will this happen?  Matthew 24:29-31 

  How will the elect be gathered?  We learn from Thessalonians that there will be an order. 

 

2. The dead in Christ shall rise first. 

  This is the resurrection that Daniel spoke about.  Daniel 12:1-3 

  Did you know that the death of Christ was such an epic moment that graves were opened? 

   There were dead people who came out and walked around in Jerusalem.  Matthew 27:50-54 

   That’s weird.  I don’t understand it.  But this is how earthshaking Jesus’ death was. 

  When He comes again the graves will be split open for good, His people raised forever. 

  And how?  What will they, we, be like?  1 Corinthians 15:35-49 

 

3. Then those alive at his coming will be caught up together in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

  1 Corinthians 15:50-54  Paul says it is a mystery. 

  That means that you and I cannot understand everything about it. 

  But we know this much:  If you believe and are waiting for Jesus Christ, you will be changed! 

  You will be raised up with a new body, imperishable, everlasting, life forevermore. 

 

4. This is all the beginning of being with the Lord forever. 

  This means that you reign with Him in His millennial Kingdom. 

  This means that you will be a citizen of the New Jerusalem.  Revelation 21:3-4 

  And, sure, others who have loved the Lord and trusted Him will be there with you. 

  That will be amazing, but it will be nowhere near as amazing as being with the Lord in His new creation. 

  It is this end, this goal, that everything has been and is now working toward. 

 

IV. This truth is great comfort. 4:18 

We are supposed to tell each other, remind one another of this truth. 

 Why? 

 It is because everything around us in this world… people, media, politics, sports, money, everything… 

  Seems so real by comparison and serves to tell us to ignore eternal truths in favor of getting more here. 

  What would you rather have?  A new V8 pickup 4WD with a towing package or life forever? 

   You might think that is an easy question.  But what if the truck is right in front of you? 

   Often these things, desires, problems, worries ARE right in front of us. 

   We forget our eternal destiny and might just be putting it all at risk in favor of these idols. 

 

We need the reminder, the encouragement, the comfort of these words right here in 1 Thessalonians 4. 

 Memorize these words.  Tell them to your wife on that discouraging day. 

 Tell these words to your kids when they are trying to get through school or get up for work. 

 Tell these words to people who have lost loved ones.  We need to hear it over and over. 

 Tell these words to your pastor when his sermon is a dud.  Someday you won’t need the preaching! 

 

As It says in Revelation 22:20, “Amen, come, Lord Jesus.” 


