
The Day of the Lord 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 9/27/2020 

 

You will notice there is quite a collection of Bible passages in your notes.  We might not get to all of them. 

 And this is but a sampling of the texts in the Bible that talk about Christ’s return. 

 Nearly every book in the New Testament, and many in the Old Testament, teach us with this hope in mind. 

 You might say that the final coming of Jesus flavors every part of the Bible. 

 It is a precious and essential truth… but it is also a befuddling one. 

Jesus is coming back at a time you do not expect.  (Luke 12:40) 

We learned at the end of Chapter 4 that Jesus is coming back and, when He does, we will all be raised. 

 The dead will be raised first and then those who are alive, and we will “meet the Lord in the air.” 

 This truth is both encouraging and hopeful. 

 Now, in chapter 2 this time is referred to as “the Day of the Lord.” 

What Paul does in this passage is instructive. 

He presents a fact that we know from Biblical prophecy… this Day of the Lord is coming. 

 Then he gives us a command that results from that fact.  Be ready. 

Then he presents another fact… that we are not destined for wrath but for salvation. 

 Then ne gives us another command that comes out of that fact.  Encourage one another. 

 

I. The Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 5:1-3 

What is this “Day of the Lord?”  Isaiah 13:6-11 

This idea of a Day of the Lord runs throughout Old Testament prophesy and often points to immediate events. 

 There was a Day of the Lord coming for nations that persecuted Israel. 

 There was a Day of the Lord coming for Israel who would not obey God. 

 But the Scriptures indicate that there will be a final, great, and glorious Day of the Lord. 

Peter quotes Joel in Acts 2:19-21.  The day of the Lord is a day of wrath and a day of salvation. 

The entire book of Revelation presents a prophetic picture of this final Day of the Lord. 

 

Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:2 is simply quoting from Jesus. 

Luke 12:39-40  What, then, does it mean that this day will come like a thief? 

 Is it that the Lord will come secretly?  In a way that no one will see or know? 

 No.  That has already been ruled out by the prophesies we have read.  Everyone sees the Day of the Lord. 

 The metaphor simply means this, as we shall see over and over in Scripture: 

  “The Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.” 

  Just like you do not know when the thief is coming, you do not know when the Lord is coming. 

1 Thessalonians 5:3 tells us of the attitude of people in this world who are not thinking about God. 

 They are saying “Peace and safety!”  Nothing to worry about. 

 This is what the false prophets said to Israel all the time in the Old Testament. 

 “You are all good people.  There is no judgment coming.” 

 “Don’t listen to Isaiah and Jeremiah.  These guys are such depressing downers.” 

 “All they do is talk about God’s anger and judgment.  Live how you want.  Be happy.  Don’t worry.” 

Here is another metaphor:  It is like a woman with child.  She thinks she has weeks to go. 

 And then, one night, “John, I think we have to go to the hospital.  Now!!!” 

 

Jesus uses another word picture in Mark 13:32-37.  What is the point?  You cannot miss it.  “Be ready.”   

 

II. Since we are of the day, we need to be ready. 5:4-8 

This is the meat of the lesson that Paul is teaching in these verses. 

 What he does here is to metaphorically present two different kinds of people, two different ways of living. 

  Are you living in darkness or are you living in the light? 

  Are you living sleepy or are you awake and alert? 

  Are you living like a drunk person or are you living sober? 

  Are you of the night or are you of the day? 

We find this contrast in two different ways of living all over the Bible… Genesis, Proverbs, Psalms, Revelation. 

We also find it in many places in relation to the Lord’s return. 

 Because the Day of the Lord is going to separate people.  Some will be ready, and some will not. 



 

Matthew 24:36-25:13  Four word-pictures of why you need to be ready… to help us understand. 

2 Peter 3:1-13  People will mock you for believing this because they don’t think Biblically. 

 God created the world.  He is going to de-create the world and then re-create the world. 

 How should you live?  Be ready.  What does this look like?  2 Peter 3:14-15 

Revelation 16:15 tells us that Jesus is coming like a thief so stay awake! 

 What does it look like to be awake, to live in the light, to stay alert? 

Revelation 3:3  Keep what you have received and heard (obey) and repent. 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:8 Paul uses three words to give us a picture of readiness:  Faith, love, and hope. 

 Sound familiar?  They are words used often to describe faithful Christian living. 

  Faith = trusting God and living in Faith-full obedience.  Keeping the words of God. 

  Love = Living in God’s love.  Loving others as yourself. 

  Hope = Looking to Jesus Christ for your future and not idols, fame, fortune, this weary world. 

How can we live like this?  This is where Paul goes next.  The promises of Jesus are far better than the world. 

 

III. We are not destined for wrath but for life with Jesus. 5:9-10 

This reminds us instantly of what Paul said earlier.  1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 

 What “wrath to come?” 

Romans 2:5-8  If you do not seek “glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life… 

 You are “storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath.”  When is that?  The Day of the Lord. 

Revelation 6:16-17  Throughout the book of Revelation we read of God’s wrath… 

 poured out on those who disobey God and follow the beast. 

Ephesians 2:1-7  The Bible says that we are children of wrath.  We deserve God’s anger for our sins. 

 Most people today simply do not agree because they see sin as not that bad, especially their own sin. 

 Of course, the Bible gives us a different, more realistic, and sobering understanding of sin. 

 But God!  He rescues us from His wrath.  How?  By grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

You can see this in 1 Thessalonians 5. 

 It is the death of Jesus Christ that means that we are saved and will live with Him forever. 

 

IV. So, let us help each other get there. 5:11 

This is why we come to church.  This is why we go to Bible studies. 

 This is why you need your Christian brother or sister to come over and pray with you when you are down. 

1 Thessalonians 4:18  This truth is great comfort… when you lose a loved one, when you are struggling. 

Hebrews 3:12-14  The danger of falling away is real.  I have seen it happen. 

 We need to hold fast and there is nothing that helps me to hold fast to Jesus like a brother. 

Hebrews 10:19-25  The day is drawing near.  Every day that passes is one day closer to the return of Jesus. 

 So, we need to think about how to help each other be ready, to hold fast. 

 Therefore, we need to meet together (vs. 25), why we need to draw near to Christ in prayer (vs. 22). 

 We need to think about how to encourage one another to love and obedience. (vs. 24) 

  Invite a friend over for dinner. 

  Ask a brother to go fishing with you. 

  Go for a walk with a sister or shopping and out to Panera Bread. 

  Drop off a gift to bless a friend in Jesus. 

 

I tell you the truth.  This COVID has become one of the most effective ways that Satan has attacked the church. 

 I understand why people are self-quarantining.  I get it.  I do not think people are stupid for doing so. 

 But I have personally observed some very troubling ways that these times are affecting Christians. 

  People are lonelier than ever, depressed, downcast, many are losing hope.  We need each other. 

  Secret sins like drinking and pornography are destroying people and families. 

  Many people have gotten out of the habit of coming to church and may never go back. 

  People say that they worship online, but, really, they don’t.  They put the service on and have breakfast. 

  The world says, “You don’t need church.  You can miss it.  Nothing happens.” 

 We are in a battle for souls.  This is all the strategy of the Devil.  So, you must strategize! 

 Think about how you are going to encourage others, build up others, find real fellowship. 

  Because Jesus is coming, and we all need to be ready. 


