
Chosen for Glory 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 11/8/2020 

 

Last week on Sunday evening we saw in the documentary the prosperity preacher Todd White say, 

 “People say ‘God is in control.’  The Bible doesn’t teach that!” 

 

This is an increasingly popular theology. 

 In the year 2000, Professor Gregory Boyd, teaching at Bethel University in Minneapolis Minnesota, 

  published a book titled “God of the Possible.”  He followed it with “Letters to a Skeptic.” 

 What Boyd was teaching was that God does not know the future, particularly human decisions. 

 What God does know are “possibilities,” and He is really good at guessing. 

 Why?  Well, essentially because of “free will.”  We Americans are really committed to preserving that. 

 This is all incredibly attractive.  We like being in control and of all things I ought to be in control of me. 

 

I know because after I came to faith in Christ at the age of 16, I began reading CS Lewis. 

 I read about everything that my father had on his shelf, which was substantial. 

 CS Lewis makes it clear that we are not robots and God gives us free wills and we must choose. 

 Which is all true, except for this business about free will.  We will get back to that. 

 So, I began by believing in God the creator, but who did not know what I might do. 

 I was committed to my view and made Scripture fit into it until I was on a mission trip in Bulgaria. 

 There were six on our team, me, Tommy, and four young ladies.  It was a challenging summer. 

 So, Tommy and I had opportunity to talk long and deep about everything including God. 

 Tommy called himself a Calvinist.  I thought that was a bad thing. 

 I argued for free will.  Tommy said that I was saved because God chose me before I did a thing. 

 I chose to argue.  Tommy said that God knew that before I was born too. 

 He told me to read The Sovereignty of God by A.W. Pink which I did when I got home. 

 By the time I finished my commitment to human free will over against Devine control was gone. 

 Pink simply taught from the Bible what the Bible says.  That did it for me. 

 

Now, I would like to begin with a warning, and we find it in Romans 11:33-36. 

 Paul has been teaching in Romans about the sovereignty of God in saving people, Jews and Gentiles. 

 And Paul has been teaching about the fact that not all who call themselves God’s people actually are. 

 But, God, being God, does the choosing and saving.  And we then have to believe in Him. 

 How does all this fit together? 

  Well, we can understand a lot about all of this because Paul teaches us about it. 

  But there is going to be a limit.  You cannot unscrew the inscrutable. 

 

Even Peter the apostle, after teaching about things similar to 2 Thessalonians, speaks of Paul’s letters. 

 2 Peter 3:11-16   

 I just smile thinking about Peter saying, “Some of the things Paul teaches are hard to understand.” 

 However, here again we find God’s sovereign choosing connected to the command to persevere. 

 

Because God has chosen you, stand firm in the faith. 

The popular American evangelical teaching sometimes goes like this. 

 Before you are saved God has no idea whether you will believe or not, and then you do, and He rejoices. 

  Why?  Well, because of free will. 

 And then, after that you know you are saved and there is no way that you can ever be unsaved. 

  Why?  Well, because of assurance of salvation. 

 

This teaching is almost the opposite of the fact, the opposite of what the Bible teaches. 

The Bible teaches that before you did a thing, God chose you and predestined you to be His. 

And now that you are His special possession you need to trust Him, follow Him, obey him, and persevere. 

 Because, if you do not, then your belief is fake belief, you believed in vain, and you are damned. 

 If you are truly His, by His Holy Spirit, He will give you the strength to stand firm in the faith. 

 The Lord is in control of you and your salvation from beginning to end. 

 But you have an essential role in your salvation.  You must keep trusting and keep obeying. 



 

I. You are chosen for salvation. 2:13 

Thus far in 2 Thessalonians Paul has been encouraging the believers to endure suffering for Christ. 

 Christ is in complete control and He is coming.  He is on His way. 

 So, take courage and beware false teachers with their false teaching.  But God has you. 

The first thing to notice in this text, beginning in verse 13, is that all is in the context of thanksgiving. 

 Paul is writing to “brothers beloved by the Lord.”  Our life is in God’s love. (vs. 13, 16) 

 This is so important because God’s saving of you is not some formulaic, impersonal thing. 

 He chooses you and enables you to persevere because He loves you. 

 

Why is Paul giving thanks for these people who God loves? 

It is because God has chosen them from the beginning.  “What beginning?” you may ask. 

 I will tell you.  No.  I will let Paul tell you.  Ephesians 1:3-6 

 There are so many places where the Bible speaks like this. 

 In John 15:16 Jesus says, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you.” 

 In 1 Corinthians 1:30 Paul writes, “By His doing you are in Christ Jesus.” 

 Romans 9 lays out God’s sovereign control in our salvation is a stunning argument.  It is eye opening. 

 I could go on and on.  We don’t have time. 

 

What does 2 Thessalonians 2:13 say that we have been chosen for? 

 “for salvation through sanctification” = We are saved by God making us holy.  We don’t do it. 

 Who does?  “by the Spirit and faith in the truth” = two means:  The Holy Spirit and faith in the truth. 

 The Holy Spirit with the Word of God are transformative for the person who believes. 

You don’t save yourself.  Nor does the pastor save you.  Thank you Jesus that this does not depend upon me! 

The Holy Spirit causes you to be born again (John 3) and opens your eyes and gives you faith to believe. 

 You believe in Jesus Christ, He makes you holy, and you look with eyes of faith into His Word. 

 Jesus takes your sins upon Himself and pays for them on the Cross and He gives you His righteousness. 

 You have thus begun a transformation called salvation that will someday result in your perfect holiness. 

But how is it that this becomes a reality in your life? 

Now we get to the Gospel calling.  You must hear the truth of the Gospel and respond. (vs. 14) 

 

II. You are called through the Gospel. 2:14 

You see, “it was for this that you were called.”  For what?  “For salvation through sanctification. 

Right after Romans 9 comes Romans 10.  Turn to Romans 10:8-16. 

 Preacher here does not mean pastor.  It means anyone who shares the Gospel. 

 You must have that.  Someone has to tell a person about Jesus for them to believe and be saved. 

 

And why did He call you?  There is a second reason in verse 14, in addition to salvation through sanctification. 

 That is to “gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 He calls you to live for Him now and to look for our glory with Jesus Christ yet to come. 

 Paul constantly writes this way about our calling.  1 Thessalonians 2:12, 4:7, 5:23-24 

 God calls you because He has a path marked out for you to walk with Him. Ephesians 2:10 

 

How does this all work?  Paul lays it out for us in Romans 8:29-30. 

 God knows us before the creation of the world, and He chooses us to be His. 

 Then God predestines us to be His by His Son.  He plans it all out and pays our sin price on the Cross. 

 Then He calls us by sending someone to tell us about Him.  God speaks through people. 

 Then He justifies us, applying the payment of Jesus and making us righteous and holy and His. 

 Someday He will finally bring us to glory to see Him face to face and be with Him forever. 

So, don’t quit.  You are not finished yet. 

 

III. So, stand firm in the truth. 2:15 

“stand firm” = Don’t quit.  Don’t give up.  Don’t let go of God.  Don’t stop believing. (not the song by Journey) 

“hold to the traditions you were taught” = Biblical teaching.  Paul’s teaching.  God’s truth. 

 Christianity is not an opportunity to decide what you wish to believe.  You don’t put it together for yourself. 



 

 What we believe are ancient truths handed down through millennia.  It is not opportunity to be creative. 

  Creativity has its place and is great for many things, but not for understanding the truth. 

  Don’t be “tossed this way and that by every wind of doctrine.” Ephesians 4:14 

 

“stand firm” = this is the command that we have in the text.  Everything else is what God is doing. 

 There is something we have to do.  There is an especially important something we have to do. 

 Remember at the beginning I said that we would get back to all this idea about free will? 

  Well, now we get there.  In fact, the Bible does not teach that human beings have free will. 

  The Bible teaches that our wills are enslaved to sin. (Romans 6)  This is the opposite of free. 

  But, when you are born again and believe, your will is set free.  You are freed from the power of sin. 

  Interestingly, in Romans 6 Paul describes this freedom as slavery to righteousness. 

   Why?  It is because you now have the ability to choose to live in obedience to God. 

   Freedom means living in the way that you really want to live if you could see all things truly. 

   But, to live like this, you must have the truth and make it a part of your thinking. 

   You must stand firm in the truth.  This is the mark of a true Christian. 

 

We see this throughout the New Testament.  The saved person stays in the truth, perseveres, stands firm. 

 The person who says they are saved but does not keep believing and walking with Jesus is a liar. 

  Matthew 7:21-23  There are people who think they are saved but are not. (also Matthew 25) 

  John 8:31-32  Continuing in the Word of Christ means knowing the Bible and obeying it. 

  Romans 11:22  “Continue in God’s kindness” = stay in His grace and mercy. 

  1 Corinthians 15:1-2  “in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold fast the Word.” 

  2 Corinthians 13:5  What is the test?  Life is the test; trusting Christ until the end. 

  Galatians 6:7-9  Do you “sow to the Spirit?”  What are you planting in your life? 

  Colossians 1:21-23  Don’t be moved away from the hope of the Gospel. 

  Hebrews 3:14-15  Hold fast your first assurance until the end. 

  Hebrews 10:38  Don’t quit.  Don’t “shrink back.”  Make progress in your faith. 

  2 Peter 1:8-11  Make certain His calling and choosing you.  How?  By obeying God. 

  1 John 1:7  The blood of Jesus cleanses you… if you walk in the light. 

So, you must keep believing, obey the Lord, and persevere until your life is done.  But you are not on your own. 

 

IV. Our Lord Jesus Christ will strengthen you. 2:16-17 

These two verses are a prayer and serve as a benediction of sorts, right in the middle of the book. 

But they are here so that we can better understand verse 15. 

 We are commanded to stand firm and hold on to Christ and His Word and keep obeying Him. 

 But we are not alone, and we do not do it on our own strength. 

Jesus Christ Himself “who has loved us” and gives us comfort, hope, grace, and strength to obey the Lord. 

“Has loved us” is a reference to God’s loving choosing, calling, and saving.  You are His idea. 

 Therefore, He is not going to quit on you.  Philippians 2:12-13  Philippians 1:6 

  Work out your salvation because God is working in you.  This perseverance is a cooperative effort. 

  But do not think of it as 50-50.  You are putting in 100% and God is putting in His 100%. 

  So, if you are trusting in Him and abiding in Him, you cannot fail. 

 This is the rationale behind passages like John 10:27-29. 

  He is not going to let you go and you are going to keep following Him.  1 Peter 1:3-5 

 

Realistically, life is hard and being a Christian often makes it harder. 

 Satan will attack you.  The world will hate you.  People will persecute you.  God calls you to do hard things. 

 But there is a huge benefit that far outweighs all these difficulties. 

 God is on your side, He has saved you, He is sustaining you, and you know where you are going. 

 

I must tell you; I talk with Christians all the time who are really struggling, discouraged, not doing well. 

 Almost every time I discover that the root problem is that they are trying to live on their own strength. 

 God gives you His Spirit and His Word because you desperately need Him to live, to survive. 

  If you do your part, you will find that He is already doing His. 


