
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H istory is important.  It tells us what has been tried and what has been 

done before.  It helps us to see what people are capable of and what 

people are likely to do.  It helps us to see what ideas are good and what ideas 

are bad.  History follows certain patterns because people follow certain pat-

terns.  It is important to know what they are. 

 

I want to be clear before I move on just what I am after in this article.  I am not 

urging anyone toward political action or one party or another.  I am not interest-

ed in my people, whoever they are, gaining power or control.  I am not advo-

cating any cause except that of Jesus Christ who said, “My Kingdom is not of 

this world.”  I am not a committed Democrat nor Republican.  My political phi-

losophy is essentially this:  More government control is bad; less government 

control is good.  You will shortly understand why. 

 

Any student of history knows that governments and those who run them often 

want to influence what people think and believe and how they live.  But Jesus, 

the King of the Kingdom of God, also wants to influence what people think and 

believe and how they live.  Here is the conflict and the reason for this article. 

 

I do not know what the future holds.  I do want you to be ready to choose to 

have Jesus guide your thinking, beliefs, and life no matter what the govern-

ment tells you.  It is important to have this thought through before it gets really 

difficult.  In Germany, in the year 1933, the Nazis took control and the Chris-

tians there were completely unprepared to make the tough decisions to follow 

Jesus. 

 

Every totalitarian government in the history of the world, politically right or left, 

has sought to control the religious beliefs of its people.  This is because what a 

person believes about God determines what they think about everything else. 
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Hitler’s appointed Minister of Church Affairs delivered the 

following message to the leaders of the churches in Ger-

many in 1937: 

 The party stands on the basis of Positive Christianity, 

 and Positive Christianity is National Socialism.  Na-

 tional Socialism is the doing of God’s will and God’s 

 will reveals itself in German blood.  Dr. Zoeller and 

 Count Galen have tried to make it clear to me Christi-

 anity consists in faith in Christ as the Son of God.  

 That makes me laugh.  No, Christianity is not depend-

 ent upon the Apostle’s Creed.  True Christianity is 

 represented by the party, and the German people are 

 now called by the party and especially by the Fuehrer 

 to a real Christianity. The Fuehrer is the herald of a 

 new revelation! 

 

You might think that this is bizarre and insane and that 

no sensible people in any church would go along with 

such thinking. 

 

But they did.  They did because they were scared.  They 

did because they thought that this was what everyone 

else thought.  They did because they had not thought it 

through beforehand.  They did because they did not 

know their Bibles.  They were not prepared for a govern-

ment that would tell them how to think about God and 

about worship and about the Jews and about marriage 

and about life and about sexuality and about their kids. 

 

In a speech on November 6, 1933, not a year after he 

came into power and before Germany became a Nazi 

dictatorship, Hitler said; 

 “When an opponent declares, ‘I will not come over to 

 your side,’ I calmly say, ‘Your child belongs to us             

 already… What are you?  You will pass on.  Your       

 descendants, however, now stand in the new camp.  

 In a short time they will know nothing else but this 

 new community.’” 

 

Of course, this is all wrong and it did not happen this 

way.  But you can see what this twisted dictator wanted 

and how he thought about people.  It is often the case 

that those in power see people only as tools to accom-

plish whatever grandiose plans come to their minds. 

 

Jesus, on the other hand, knows you by name.  He al-

ways tells you the truth and His glory is your gain.  Who 

do you want to guide your thinking?  It is time to make up 

your mind. 

It could be that our nation is headed off the rails.  Our 

government considers the murder of the unborn to be 

legal, has recently redefined marriage, is rewriting por-

tions of our history, is often not operating according to 

our constitution.  We do not know where these things are 

headed but we do know that in many places government 

officials will not tolerate dissent. 

 

But you and I are called, 

not to be conformed to 

the world, but to be 

transformed by the re-

newing of our mind.  It is 

not some political policy 

that sets us free.  Jesus 

said to those who be-

lieved in Him, "If you 

continue in My word, 

then you are truly disci-

ples of Mine; and you will 

know the truth, and the 

truth will make you free.” 

(John 8:31-32) 

 

So, be prepared for a government and a society that 

wants to control what you believe.  Get prepared, not by 

stocking up on canned goods and toilet paper and bul-

lets, but by being in the Word of God and knowing the 

truth and deciding to stick with it no matter what. 

 

 

 

February 1 - 12 
Sign up at the Welcome Desk in the foyer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One driver is needed for each day. 

 Pick meals up at the Senior Event Center,  

501 W Elm, Beresford 

at 11:20am. 

A mask and gloves are required. 

Call Joanne Paulsen, 763-5074, with questions. 

 

Thank you for your help! 

 

Whom do you 

want  

to guide  

your thinking?  

It’s time to 

make up your 

mind. 

 



         

2021 EFCA Theology Conference 
Feb 3, 2021 - Feb 4, 2021 

Invitation to Brooklyn Church leaders and shepherds from New Hope EFC in Orange City, Iowa 

 

The Psalms are the Church’s song and prayer book. We have rightly been drawn to them during these days filled with 

changes and challenges. Thankfully, God remains the same. The theme of this year's live streamed Theology Confer-

ence is The Psalms: The Undershepherds’ Shepherd.   

 

New Hope EFC in Orange City is paying the $100 fee so participation will be free for all who go to their site.  Please join 

them for learning and fellowship.  This is for pastors, leaders, shepherds, elders, deacons. If you would like to attend, 

please notify Pastor John, who will be attending both days and would love to have you join him, so he can inform New 

Hope of how many to plan for.  

 

Wednesday, February 3 — (CST) 

1:00 – 1:40pm    Scripture and Worship 

1:40 – 2:45pm    Session 1: The Psalms, Christ, and the Christian – James M. Hamilton 

2:45 – 3:10pm    Break 

3:10 – 4:15pm    Session 2: The Psalms and Christian Living – Walter Kim 

Thursday, February 4 — (CST) 

8:30 – 8:45am    Scripture and Worship 

8:45 – 10:05am    Session 3: The Psalms and Christian Prayer – Don Whitney 

10:05 – 10:20am   Break 

10:20 – 11:40am   Session 4: The Psalms and Christian Lament – Mark Vroegop 

11:40am – 12:40pm  Lunch Break 

12:40 – 1:00pm    Scripture and Worship 

1:00 – 2:00pm    Session 5: The Psalms and Christian Worship – Scott Manetsch 

2:00 – 2:30pm    Break 

2:30 – 3:30pm    Session 6: The Psalms and Christian Preaching – Robert Smith 

3:30 – 3:45pm    Closing Comments 

 

 

Don’t Lose Heart When Your Hut Is On Fire 

    The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small, uninhabited island. He prayed feverishly for God to res-

cue him. Every day he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he eventually managed 

to build a little hut out of driftwood to store his few possessions, and protect himself from the elements. 

    One day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, with smoke rolling up to the sky. He 

felt the worst had happened, and everything was lost. 

    He was stunned with disbelief, grief and anger. He cried out… 

    “God! How could you do this to me?” 

    Early the next day, he was awakened by the sound of a ship approaching the island! It had come to rescue him!! “How 

did you know I was here?” asked the weary man of his rescuers. 

    “We saw your smoke signal,” they replied. 

    The Moral of the Story: 

    It is easy to get discouraged when things are going bad, but we should not lose heart, because God is at work in our 

lives, even in the midst of our pain and suffering. Remember that the next time your hut seems to be burning to the 

ground. It just may be a smoke signal that summons the Grace of God.  

    “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him...” Romans 8:28 

~ Author Unknown 
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9a SS 
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6p Bible Study 
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Study 

 

 

7:30p Men’s 
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9a SS 
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Happy Birthday to: 

 

9 Lily Harms 

10 Allen Sveeggen 

11 Fred Fahlberg 

14 Nancy Swanstrom 

 

 

17 Norman Erickson 

22 Lindsay Koth 

24 Adam Monen 

24 Marsha Nelson 

 

 

25 Karen Erickson 

29 Benjamin Wergin 

 

 Meals on Wheels 

Theology Conference 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

 

6p Bible Study 

 Meals on Wheels 



  

 February 7   

  AM: Isaiah 7:1-25, Communion 

  Theme: Ahaz: A Faithless King  

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible   

    

 February 14      

  AM: Isaiah 9:1-7 

  Theme: A Child on the Throne of David  

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible   

 

 February 21 

  AM: Isaiah 10:5-25 

  Theme: Assyria and the Remnant 

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible           

  

    February 28 

  AM: Isaiah 11:1 - 12:6 

  Theme: A Shoot from the Root of Jesse 

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible 

 

   

Date  Greeters   Nursery    Storytime   Music/Missions   Scripture Reader 

2/7  D Ward    Karla Bovill   Lindsay Zylstra  Communion     Allen Sveeggen  
               Payden Hoffman 
2/14  N/K Erickson   Paige German  Rachel Smith   Missions Moment   Barb Koth 
               Owen Bovill 
2/21  M/K Bovill   Barb Koth   Sandy Fahlberg  Abby Wergin     Lindsay Zylstra 
               Ethan Bovill 
2/28  C/M DeLay   A Hyronimus   Nancy Mochel  Open       Reid Jensen 
               Andrew Bovill 
3/7  K/R Leikvold   Hannah Bird   Connie Schmidt  John Fahlberg    Marilyn Jensen 
               Dakota Buss 
3/14  A Sveeggen   Talisha Fahlberg Lindsay Zylstra  Missions Moment   Sandy Fahlberg 
               Trevin Fahlberg 
3/21  R/M Jensen   Karla Bovill   Rachel Smith   Randy Schmidt    Renae Hoffman 
               Hannah Fahlberg 
3/28  D/M Nelson   Paige German  Sandy Fahlberg  Open       Jeremy Saugstad 
               Sydney Delay 

  

  

 February Worship Leader: Peter Fahlberg        March Worship Leader: John Fahlberg 

 Sound Tech: Ben Fahlberg             Sound Tech: Chris Smith 

 Keyboard: Doreen Fahlberg             Keyboard: Connie Twedt 

 

 MINISTRY AND WORSHIP 

  


