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H 
ow can it be that a group of white, middle-aged, German Marxists in 

Frankfurt in 1923 could have such an impact on American race and 

sexual identity in 2021?  What were these ideas?  Those in the 

Frankfurt School who emigrated to the United States in the 1930s and the 

thinkers who learned from them, saw the history of the world in terms of op-

pressors and the oppressed.  Oppressors are bad and those who are op-

pressed must overthrow them.  History itself, they believed and taught, is al-

ways written by the victors (oppressors).  Thus, history itself must be critiqued 

and overthrown. 

 

So, the purpose of learning is not to acquire knowledge, but rather to be better 

able to critique history and knowledge so as to bring about the collapse of op-

pressive structures and institutions.  What are these institutions that must fail?  

Family, church, belief in God, traditional moralities, economic structures, law 

enforcement, and government.  These are the things that must be torn down 

in order for the oppressed to gain power and for true justice to prevail. 

 

It is not that the founders of the BLM movement or the proponents of LGBTQ+ 

have read the writings of Karl Marx or the Critical Theories of the Frankfurt 

School.  The ideas of these neo-Marxist social philosophers, left unrefuted in 

their time, have filtered down into American politics and finally found fertile 

ground in the sexual revolution of the 1960s, the Viet Nam war protests, and 

second-generation Civil Rights leaders.  The early leaders of the Civil Rights 

movement in America, Martin Luther King, Jr. and others, were philosophically 

devoted to peaceful civil disobedience, equal rights for all races under the law, 

and the vision of color-blindness in modern society.  They were motivated by 

Biblical teaching and they understood their history and were committed to 

learning from it.  But this would not be true of the generation that followed King 

after his assassination.  These new leaders wanted change faster than 

seemed to be happening.  They wanted to overthrow the oppressors.  They 

wanted political power.  The ideas of the Frankfurt School and Critical Theory 

were more useful to them than the ideas of King. 

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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"One Big Vision: Embrace 
God's Love for t he World"  

is the theme for this year's  

Summer Sunday School  

for Preschoolers through 8th  

graders. It will be held from  

June 6th to August 29, 2021. 

The students will focus on un-

reached people groups around the world.   

Special speakers will come and share their experiences  

on the mission field. 

Craft projects will be made to send to help a local mission 

and one of our international missions. 

 

 

 

Were these leaders reading the work of the Frankfurt  

School?  Of course not.  The Canadian philosopher,  

Charles Taylor, employs a concept he calls the social 

imaginary to describe how theories developed by elites 

change the way that ordinary people think and act. 

I want to speak of “social imaginary” here, rather than 

social theory, because there are important differences 

between the two.  I speak of “imaginary” (I) because I’m 

talking about the way that ordinary people “imagine” their 

social surroundings. And this is often not expressed in 

theoretical terms, it is carried by images, stories, leg-

ends, etc.  But it is also the case that (II) theory is often 

the possession of a small minority, whereas what is in-

teresting in the social imaginary is that it is shared by 

large groups of people, if not the whole society.  Which 

leads to a third difference: (III) the social imaginary is 

that common understanding which makes possible com-

mon practices, and a widely shared sense of legitimacy. 

 

So, for those who have been alive for more than 50 

years, you will be able to reflect on movies, shows, com-

mercials, music, and political movements that have not 

explicitly taught social theory but have shaped the imagi-

nations of generations without those generations even 

knowing that they are being shaped. 

 

So, while Disney princess movies were showing our 

daughters how to listen to their hearts, not their parents, 

action movies were showing our sons that you are your 

own judge of right and wrong and your own avenger.  All 

want to be Avengers now!  Today we have whole gener-

ations who imagine that if I cannot get what I want 

(justice?) immediately, the proper response is to wreck 

things until I get it.  Even now the social imaginary is at 

work shaping people’s views of gender, sexuality, race, 

and justice. 

 

Where the beginning of the Civil Rights movement was 

an incremental effort to change the hearts and minds of 

Americans with the truth, now the effort is to delegiti-

mize, defund, and wreck social institutions to gain politi-

cal power to force people to change, hearts and minds 

be damned.  This is Critical Theory in full bloom. 

 

If these people do not like what the history books say, 

they are prepared to change that history.  If a person 

says something that they do not like, they are prepared 

to force that person into unemployment or financial ruin.  

If the politicians do not give them what they want, they 

are prepared to wreck whole cities until they get it.  This 

is why, in recent years, we have witnessed the promo-

tion of fear and anger by our news media.  These are 

their most useful tools. 

 

It is a Marxist way of thinking, that real change in society 

requires revolution.  Jesus said that real change requires 

love.  He sacrificed Himself for us in showing it.  Marx 

cared little for love or Jesus.  Revolution necessarily 

means the destruction of life and property.  And the life 

and property that they are willing to sacrifice is usually 

someone else’s. 

 

For the modern revolutionary, everything is for the pur-

pose of changing society and changing the truth to fit 

what they think it ought to be... whether that vision is one 

of sexual freedom or racial supremacy or both.  The op-

pressed must overthrow their oppressors and take pow-

er.  They apparently cannot see that, at best, this would 

mean trading one group of oppressors for another. 

 

The problem is that we each are human beings likely to 

misstep in the short run, not to mention the long run.  

The arrogance is breathtaking.  Thus, all this Critical 

Theory is simply the blind leading the blind.  What we 

need is God’s guidance. 

 

Quarterly Church Business Meeting 
June 2      Fellowship Hall     7:00 pm      



 

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday 

  

 

1 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

7p Deacon 

Board Meeting 
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12p Community 

Study, Library 

 

7p Church Busi-

ness Meeting 
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9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

 

7:30p Men’s Dis-

cipleship 

4 5 

9:30a Bridal  

Shower for  

Kendra Schaap, 

Fellowship hall 
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9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

Communion 

 

6p Evening 

Study 
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Pastor teaching 

in Stanton, NE 
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9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 
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6:30p Women’s 

Study 
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SUMMER 
Reading plan  

Happy Birthday to: 
1 Pat Twedt 

3 Anna Grace Kelderman 

8 Glenyce Hagen 

9 Michelle DeLay 

9 Hilda Krommendyk 

14 Kylie Dressen 

16 Carolyn Fray 

20 Marilyn Jensen 

20 Ber Krommendyk 

20 Adelle Zylstra 

21 Steve Buss 

22 Brock Koth 

23 Joy Potzer 

25 Samuel Lindsay 

27 Shawn Sheffield 

30 Renae Hoffman 

Happy Anniversary to: 
1 Wayne & Deb Tjeerdsma 

3 Doug & Rita Adams 

6 Scott & Hannah Bird 

9 Adam & Alyssa Monen 

10 Dale & Nancy Swanstrom 

12 Norm & Karen Erickson 

17 Luke & Lindsay Koth 

18 Timm & Renae Hoffman 

18 Nick & Rena VanHofwegan 

21 Jim & Sharon Sorensen 

21 Chris & Michelle DeLay 

25 Zak & BJ Pramann 

27 Sean & Jackie Krebs 

29 John & Sandy Fahlberg 

29 Pete & Doreen Fahlberg 

 

EFCA ONE Virtual Conference 

A I C   Y o u t h   R e t r e a t  

Hey Kids & Teens! 
Sprint over to the Welcome Desk 
and grab your Reading Plan to 
strengthen your faith and your 
relationship with Jesus today! 



  

  

June 6, Communion 

  AM: Isaiah 39:1-8 

  Theme: Exile 

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible  

    

 June 13      

  AM: Isaiah 40:1-11 

  Theme: “Comfort My People” 

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible 

  

 June 20, Father’s Day 

  AM: Isaiah 40:12-31 

  Theme: “To Whom Would You Liken God?” 

           

 June 27 

  AM: Michelle DeLay Testimony 

  Pastor attending AIC Youth Retreat 

  

 

      

 

Date  Greeters   Nursery    Storytime   Music/Missions   Scripture Reader 

6/6   M/K Bovill    Talisha Fahlberg  Sandy Fahlberg  Communion     Renae Hoffman 

               Trevin Fahlberg 

6/13  C/M DeLay   Karla Bovilll   Nancy Mochel  John Fahlberg    Sandy Fahlberg   

               Hannah Fahlberg    

6/20  K/R Leikvold   Paige German  Connie Schmidt  Missions Moment   Jeremy Saugstad 

               Sydney DeLay 

6/27  A Sveeggen   Barb Koth    Lindsay Zylstra  Testimony     Paige German 

               Isabel DeLay 

7/4   R/M Jensen   A Hyronimus   Rachel Smith   Randy Schmidt    Logan Hovaland 

               Jon DeLay 

7/11  D/M Nelson   Hannah Bird   Sandy Fahlberg  Open       Jackie Hovland 

               Payden Hoffman 

7/18  N/K Erickson   Karla Bovill    Nancy Mochel  Missions Moment    Robin Leikvold 

               Owen Bovill 

7/25  M/K Bovill    Talisha Fahlberg  Connie Schmidt  Lindsay Zylstra    Allen Sveeggen 

               Ethan Bovill 

 

  

 June Worship Leader: Pete Fahlberg         July Worship Leader: John Fahlberg 

 Sound Tech: Ben Fahlberg            Sound Tech: Chris Smith 

 Keyboard: Connie Twedt             Keyboard: Doreen Fahlberg 

 

 MINISTRY AND WORSHIP 

M I N I ST RY  I N VOLVE MEN T  


