
by Pastor John Mochel 

 

On Race and Gender IV  
 

 

T 
he 2021 Summer Olympics are underway.  In Tokyo, Laurel Hubbard 

will compete for the title in women’s super-heavyweight weightlifting.  

Eight years ago, Hubbard transitioned from male to female.  Hubbard 

looks like a man, but everyone must now believe he/she is a woman.  Even 

the IOC has acquiesced to this biological nonsense.  Why must we believe 

this?  Because Hubbard feels like a woman. 

 

Woe to that person who contradicts this dogma or says that it might be unfair 

to real women. 

 

In his book, Live Not by Lies, Rod Dreher describes the movement of Western 

culture from pagan man to religious man to psychological man.  This essen-

tially describes how we have thought about ourselves.  Now, the most im-

portant question to ask oneself is not “Who am I?” or “What is true?” but ra-

ther, “How do I feel?”  Note the significant shift from objectivity to subjectivity. 

 

The Church of Jesus Christ has been largely unprepared for this most recent 

movement.  Sadly, out of an overreaction against moral relativism and the the-

ological liberalism of the mainline denominations, Bible-believing Christians 

hurried into the arms of the Republican Party and free-market economics.  But 

the Republican party has no soul and free-market economics has been a poi-

son pill.  At the heart of modern democratic capitalism is this idea that only 

market forces exist and value is organized according to human desires. This 

has turned out to be merely another route to moral relativism and the cult of 

the therapeutic. Once a devotee of capitalism, it is very hard to reject “me-first-

ism.” 

 

Therefore, many churchgoers today see little problem in picking and choosing 

their churches and their truth according to their own desires.  We are shop-

ping.  And, if the church that we are a part of seems to not suit us any longer, 

it is on to looking for another.  After all, “the customer is always right.”  The 

individual person, the all-powerful “me,” determines truth.  Thus, even in our 

churches, we are implicitly affirming our self-centered psychology over and 

against moral, spiritual, and biological reality. (Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

If I feel gay, I am gay.  If I feel like a woman, I am a wom-

an.  If I feel oppressed, I am oppressed.  If I feel that 

white people are racist, then they are.  And, if I feel wise 

and knowledgeable, I am wise and knowledgeable.  Who 

is there to tell me any different?  And, if people dare, I am 

prepared to leave them, cancel them, and hate them. 

 

We have even redefined Christian freedom to mean that 

in Christ I should be able to do whatever I wish and God, 

and other believers, just have to put up with it.  Maybe 

they ought to applaud my freedom.  Grace now means 

that, whatever I might decide to do in my freedom, God is 

required to forgive me even without my asking.  The lack 

of real humility is breathtaking. 

 

Traditional, Biblical Christianity has always held that free-

dom in Christ means freedom from sin and slavery to 

righteousness. 

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to 

anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 

whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or 

of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  But 

thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of 

sin have become obedient from the heart to the 

standard of teaching to which you were committed, 

and, having been set free from sin, have become 

slaves of righteousness (Romans 6:16-18). 

Just a few verses later, Paul makes it clear just how high 

are the stakes in this obedience. 

But now that you have been set free from sin and 

have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 

sanctification and its end, eternal life.  For the wages 

of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:22-23). 

We are saved by grace through faith, and we now walk by 

grace through faith. (Colossians 2:6)  But our faith in Christ 

gives us access to grace that leads to obedience and the 

knowledge of the truth. (Titus 1:1) 

 

How then are we to deal with accusations of legalism and 

bigotry and racism and homophobia and transphobia that 

will come our way?  Surely we will be made to feel un-

loving and ignorant.  Do we try to find a middle road, a 

sort of compromise between Biblical truth and the psy-

chologizing of truth and morality?  No.  That has already 

failed.  As soon as we think we have found the middle, 

the middle has moved. 

 

We find the way forward in the Scriptures. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual wor-

ship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-

formed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 

and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to 

me I say to everyone among you not to think of him-

self more highly than he ought to think, but to think 

with sober judgment, each according to the measure 

of faith that God has assigned (Romans 12:1-3). 

 

In humility, as an offering to God, we are to be trans-

formed by Biblical truth rather than conformed by the cul-

ture.  Realize that, if you embrace this truth, you are going 

to be an outcast.  No surprises here, Jesus said the world 

will hate you. 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me be-

fore it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world 

would love you as its own; but because you are not of 

the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 

the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said 

to you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.'  If 

they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If 

they kept my word, they will also keep yours” (John 

15:18-20).  

 

 

 

 

 

        Annual 

   Sunday School 

P i c n i c  
August 29, 2021  ~  Noon 

Lions Shelter, Beresford City Park 

 
 

Pulled Pork Sandwiches & Hot Dogs 
by B&T’s BBQ 

 
Tableware, beverages & ice cream  

provided by the SS  
 

Sign-up sheet for side dishes  
on the Welcome Desk 

 

Everyone Welcome 



 

 AUGUST 2 - 6,  9 - 13 
  
 One driver is needed for each day.  
 Pick up meals at the Senior Event  
 Center, 501 W Elm at 11:00am. 
 
 Sign up at the Welcome Desk! 

 

We are beginning to fill teacher positions 
for our upcoming Sunday School year 

(September 12, 2021- May 22, 2022).  

We are blessed to be able to offer classes for 
all ages. We want to have a team-teacher 
approach and have two teachers for each 

class. Please prayerfully consider where YOU 
would like to serve. Contact Sandy Fahlberg 

for more information.  

Dennis Ward Estate Sale  
August 26  ~ 4:30 pm 

29598 466th Ave    Centerville 

 
 
 
 

Lend a helping hand 
around 8:00am and throughout the day 
to lift, carry and line up all the sale items  

in preparation for the sale.  
 

Dennis’s family greatly appreciates your help  
and especially your prayers as they prepare and 

go through this difficult day. 

 

 



 

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday 

1 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

Communion 

 

6p Evening 

Study 

2 
 

3 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Fellowship at 

Paige German’s 

 

 

4 

12p Community 

Study, Library 

5 

9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

7:30p Men’s Disci-

pleship 

 

6 7 

 

8 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

 

 

6p Evening 

Study 

9 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

 

 

11 

12p Community 

Study, Library 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

 

7:30p Men’s Dis-

cipleship 

13 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

15 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

 

6p Evening 

Study 

16 

 
 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

18 

12p Community 

Study, Library 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

 

 

7:30p Men’s Dis-

cipleship 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

 

 

6p Evening 

Study 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

25 

12p Community 

Study, Library 

 

 

 

26 

9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

 

 

7:30p Men’s Dis-

cipleship 

27 

 

 

28 

 

29 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

 

12p Annual SS 

Picnic, City Park 

30 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Happy Birthday to: 
1 Ashlynn Rozeboom 

5 Jackie Krebs 

5 Stacy Sims 

10 Doug Adams 

11 Nick VanHofwegen 

 

15 Hannah Fahlberg 

16 Doreen Fahlberg 

16 Reid Jensen 

18 Pam Carlson 

23 Dylan Booth 

 

25 Jack DeLay 

28 Eli Wergin 

30 Daisy Lindsay 

31 Kate Erickson 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 
13 Shane & Lindsay Zylstra 

14 Dan & Jill Paulson 

31 Pastor & Nancy Mochel 

C o m m u n i t y  V B S  

Meals  on  Wheels  

Meals  on  Wheels  

Men’s Retreat 

 



 August 1 

  AM: Isaiah 44:1 - 20, Communion 

  Theme: “Who is Like Me?” 

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible 

    

 August 8      

  AM: Isaiah 44:24 - 45:10 

  Theme: The Lord of Cyrus 

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible 

  

 August 15 

  AM: Isaiah 49:1 - 13 

  Theme: The Servant Who Shines Forth the Glory of God 

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible 

           

 August 22 

  AM: Isaiah 50:1 - 11 

  Theme: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.” 

  PM: Great Doctrines of the Bible 

  

 August 29 

  AM: Isaiah 51:14 - 52:12 

  Theme: Wake Up and Get Ready to Go 

  Noon: Annual SS Picnic, Beresford City Park 

Date  Greeters   Nursery    Storytime   Music/Missions   Scripture Reader 

8/1   C/M DeLay   Karla Bovill   Lindsay Zylstra  Communion     Barb Koth 

               Andrew Bovill 

8/8   K/R Leikvold   Paige German  Rachel Smith   Missions Moment    Lindsay Zylstra 

               Owen Bovill 

8/15  A Sveeggen   Barb Koth    Sandy Fahlberg  Abby Wergin     Reid Jensen 

               Adelle Zylstra 

8/22  D/M Nelson   Talisha Fahlberg  Nancy Mochel  Open       Marilyn Jensen 

               Trevin Fahlberg 

8/29  R/M Jensen   A Hyronimus   Connie Schmidt  Missions Moment    Sandy Fahlberg 

               Hannah Fahlberg 

9/5   N/K Erickson   Karla Bovill   Lindsay Zylstra  John Fahlberg    Renae Hoffman   

               Sydney DeLay 

9/12  M/K Bovill    Paige German  Rachel Smith   Open       Jeremy Saugstad 

               Isabel DeLay 

9/19  C/M DeLay   Barb Koth    Sandy Fahlberg  Missions Moment    Paige German 

               Jon DeLay 

9/26  K/R Leikvold   A Hyronimus   Nancy Mochel  Randy Schmidt    Logan Hovland 

               Payden Hoffman 

  August Worship Leader: Pete Fahlberg         September Worship Leader: John Fahlberg 

  Sound Tech: Ben Fahlberg             Sound Tech: Chris Smith 

  Keyboard: Connie Twedt              Keyboard: Doreen Fahlberg 

 MINISTRY AND WORSHIP 

M I N I ST RY  I N VOLVE MEN T  

 

BIG STONE LAKE 

  

 August 13,14,& 15 

 Leaving at 4pm and later 

 Needed: Bible, $20, fish story 

  

 

RSVP Pastor by August 10 

 


