
Isaiah 60:1-14 “Arise, Shine, For Your Light Has Come.” 10/24/2021 

 

What are we doing here, in this church, and does it matter, in the end? 

And what about all our struggles and sicknesses and efforts to love others and have a good attitude? 

And what about all those times when I just have to trust God through misery and pain? 

Is it all worth it?  What does it mean to have hope when things in the world look so twisted? 

 You may have heard the Rich Mullins song, “Such a Thing as Glory.” 

There is such a thing as glory  And there are hints of it everywhere  

And the hints are overwhelming  And its scent is in the air  

It's more powerful than morning  Oh the morning can't compare  

With such a thing as glory  Such a thing as glory 

 

You are God’s city of glory. 

To appreciate the message of this chapter, it is important to look back to the beginning of Isaiah. 

How did the prophet begin?  What was God’s message through him to the people of Israel? 

 Isaiah 1:2-4  God’s people had turned away from the Lord. 

 God calls His holy city Jerusalem Sodom and Gomorrah. (vs. 10)  It is disaster.  Isaiah 1:21-26 

  What is it that God will do to change His city, His people, from a sinful mess to the faithful city? 

  The entire prophesy of Isaiah has been telling us. 

   First, there are the repeated pleas and warnings from Isaiah the prophet. 

   Then there is the destruction by Assyria and then Babylon. 

   God’s people are punished and exiled to Babylon.  God will make then learn the lesson. 

   God will make His people see their sin and be sorry for their sin. 

   But they cannot save themselves.  They still need a Savior. 

 

Isaiah has been telling us, since chapter 7, that there is a Messiah coming.  The King is coming. 

We learn beginning in chapter 40 that the coming Messiah will be a Servant King. 

 He will have compassion on His people.  He will bring justice and rescue His people from captivity. 

 In fact, He will suffer and die for His people to rescue them from their sins. 

 He will send His Spirit and change the hearts of His people so that they can truly be His.  Isaiah 59:21 

And the Servant Messiah will finally conquer and bring ultimate salvation to His people. 

 He will personally remake His holy people, His holy city, into His own city of glory. 

 

And right now, we are living in these last days when the Lord God is gathering His people. 

 We have already seen in Isaiah that it is not just ethnic Israel. 

 He is gathering peoples from all the nations into His holy city, to be His holy people. 

And someday soon we will all see the complete fulfillment of the prophesy of this chapter. 

 

Just to be clear: This chapter is describing the work of God that is already underway, but not yet complete. 

It is also describing the completion of God’s salvation and perfection of His plans and His people. 

 This is happening already and not yet.  What is happening? 

 

I. You are the glorious holy city of Yahweh. Isaiah 60:1-3 

This chapter begins with a double command, “Arise, shine…” 

 We discover later in the chapter that this command is delivered by God to “Zion, the Holy One of Israel.” 

 Throughout Isaiah and the whole Bible, Zion is the eternal name of the Holy City Jerusalem. 

 

Why is God commanding His city to “arise and shine?”  Who is this city and how can they obey this command? 

In verse 2 we read a contrast.  The earth will be covered in darkness. 

 But, the Lord, like the sun rising, will rise and glorify “you,” His Holy City. 

  It is like the sun rising after a dark night and the golden rays spill over trees, homes, and lawns. 

 And “nations” and “kings” will come to the glorious light of this city of God. 



In the 5th century AD in Roman north Africa, Augustine, the pastor-theologian wrote his book, City of God. 

In it, Augustine taught that the church is the spiritual city of God, in contrast to the earthly city of man. 

 The city of man was the Roman Empire with all of its struggle and progress. 

 Today the city of man would be America and all the other nations on earth. 

 The city of God is the people of God beginning with Noah, then Abraham, then Israel, now the church. 

 The earthly city looks grand and powerful and like it is all that there is.  But it will perish. 

  In the book of Revelation, in the Bible, it is called Babylon, and it is doomed to defeat and destruction. 

 The heavenly city looks weak and insignificant in this world, but it is God’s kingdom. 

  Even now God’s holy heavenly city is being built and growing.  1 Peter 2:1-10 

  It sounds from this passage that we, you and me, are the building, the holy Temple that God is building. 

  And that is exactly the case.  And the Lord is not going to be done with this project until He returns. 

   1 John 3:1-3  Someday we will see Him.  Then we will be perfected. 

   Philippians 1:6, “He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

   God has a plan, and you are under construction, not there yet. 

   John Newton, the former slave trader who became a believer and a pastor said it best. 

“I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I want to be, I am not what I hope to be in another 

world; but still I am not what I once used to be, and by the grace of God I am what I am” 

   So, I am not yet who I will be, but praise God, I’m not who I was! 

 

When Jesus comes in His glory, he will gather you and me with all those who have loved Him... 

 Those who have died first and then those who are alive (1 Thessalonians 4) 

 And we will be His bride. Revelation 19:7-8 

Two chapters later we discover that the bride (which is us) is the new Jerusalem, the city of God. 

 Revelation 21:1-4, 22-27  The light of God will glorify us, and all the nations and kings will come to us. 

 

What follows is a picture of the coming glory of the people of God who are the city of God forever. 

 It is a picture of Christ’s millennial kingdom and finally the New Jerusalem. 

 But the project is already under way.  Nations and kings are being gathered as we speak. 

 

II. The nations of the earth will come to you. Isaiah 60:4-9 

What a picture this is.  What a promise.  And, just as all God’s promises have happened, so will this. 

vs. 4  Look up… your sons and daughters, biological and spiritual children, will be there. 

  People you have prayed for, witnessed to, raised from when they were a child, they will be there. 

  People from mission trips, bible studies, neighbors you shared with, friends you prayed for… 

  This is what we are doing now… sharing the gospel, praying, teaching, making disciples… 

  So that more and more people will make it. 

 

vs. 5  We look around upon this sorry world and see all the riches wasted on stupidity and wrong. 

  But, in that day, no longer!  There will be no abuse of God’s resources. 

  All the wealth of the nations, gold, dollars, bitcoin will be ours to use in God’s world God’s way. 

 

vs. 6  You didn’t know that you have been promised camels… did you?  A multitude! 

  And gold and frankincense.  Wait, but have you heard about gold and frankincense before? 

  Did you know that those magi were worshipping the Lord on that first Christmas…? 

   in a way was a prelude to how all the nations will worship? 

  And, what seems to be missing here?  Myrrh.  And why? 

  Gold is for kings.  Frankincense is for the priests to worship.  Myrrh is for burial. 

   But there will no longer be any death, or mourning, or crying, or pain. 

 

vs. 7  And we’ll get flocks and rams.  This is a depiction of prosperity and glory in the Lord’s house. 

 

vs. 8  God’s glorious city will be a refuge for us. 



vs. 9  And in the Lord’s completed kingdom with us His holy city there will be no supply chain issues. 

  Nor will there be immigration issues, nor deficit spending. 

  All will be to the glory of the Lord your God for He will glorify you. 

  The Lord says in 1 Samuel 2:30, “He who honors Me, I will honor.” 

   Romans 15:5-7  This is how we live because of where we are going.  Philippians 3:20-21 

  He longs to glorify you as you glorify Him, just as a husband loves to make his wife beautiful. 

 

III. The people who hated you will see your glory. Isaiah 60:10-14 

We currently live in a world that has its priorities, projects, and progress all going in the wrong direction. 

 Jacques Ellul was a 20th century French philosopher, professor, and author. 

 He became a believe in Jesus Christ when he was 17 and his faith greatly influenced his thought. 

 He had a particular insight into the nature of western civilization. 

  He wrote that we are  

  “a civilization committed to the quest for continually improved means to unexamined ends.” 

 In other words, we are going really fast, but we don’t know where we are going. 

 

But God does know. 

And, when you or I or another Christian stands up and points out the lostness of our society… 

 everyone goes nuts and tells him or her to shut up and sit down. 

 

In 1837 a Danish author named Hans Christian Anderson wrote a story titled, The Emperor’s New Clothes. 

 In it he tells the story of two swindlers that arrive in the city of a vain emperor. 

 They sell him clothes that they say are invisible to those who are stupid and ignorant. 

 Of course, no one can see the clothes.  They are not there.  But no one wants to admit it. 

 The emperor proudly leads a procession through the city, stark naked. 

 Everyone, not wanting to be though stupid, pretends he is wonderfully clothed. 

 Until one small child calls out, "But he doesn't have anything on!" 

We live in a world that is like the emperor and all his subjects. 

And we are the ones crying out, “The Emperor has no clothes!” 

And nobody wants to hear what we say.  Even though the foolishness is reaching new levels of insanity. 

 

Even worse, sometimes this old world hates that person so much that they will persecute or kill him or her. 

 People hate to be shown that they are wrong. 

 And so, most people hate to be shown that God is right. 

 

But, someday, when the Lord returns, it will not matter how much they hate it. 

 They will see that they are wrong, and God is right.  But they will not like it. 

 Revelation 1:7 

  

People in this world are in for a shock.  They are in trouble. 

Unless they submit to the Lord and believe in Him before that day… which some people are doing. 

Listen to the promise of God in Isaiah 60:10-14. 

 

There will be two sides to the awesome realization of all people that God is the King and has been all along. 

 We will rejoice in praise and worship and will be completely vindicated. 

 Those who don’t believe will be stunned and ashamed.  They will face humiliation and judgment. 

 

vs. 15  Though this world has thought little of us and forsaken the truth we preach from the Bible… 

  God will life us up as the ones who trusted Him. 

 

vs. 18-21  After all the suffering, pain, and injustice of this world…  

  we will rejoice in the protection and glory of God, our everlasting light. 


