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The story before us has an amusing aspect. 

I have laughed about it ever since I first read it when I was in high school. 

I find it amusing because I can relate to it.  I, like many of you have fallen asleep in church. 

 It isn’t so much that the sermon is boring or long… though sometimes that may be. 

 If so, it’s my fault, because the Bible certainly is not boring. 

 Or it’s on you because you just cannot keep your mind on track. 

 Sometimes our train of thought gets off before the station. 

Often on Sunday morning I can tell who has had a long night with little sleep. 

 As I preach, I’m seeing one of you get the nods. 

 You know, you try really hard to pay attention, you think, if I just act like I’m thinking no one will notice. 

 But then the head goes down.  That’s manageable because it looks like you’re praying. 

 But the real danger is the head going back, mouth open.  There is no hiding that. 

  Maybe you could pass it off as awe of the Lord… but then you snore, or worse, snort. 

  It happened to a friend in seminary.  Head back, he snorted in Hebrew class.  We never let him forget it. 

 

The poor soul here in Acts 20 is named Eutychus, and he did more than snort.  He fell to his death. 

It is ironic in that the name Eutychus means “lucky.” 

 You might say that it is a horrible misnomer as the result of his somnolence was that he fell to his death. 

 You see, in many parts of the world church services are held on rooftops. 

  It is cooler there, and usually big and flat, a larger space than anywhere else in the house. 

 But Eutychus WAS lucky in that he died hearing a sermon, and that the Apostle Paul was there to raise him. 

A children’s poem comes to mind.  One that I heard years ago in India.  Are you ready? 

 Poor, sleepy Eutychus, 

 A sittin’ without squirmin’, 

 Perching on a window ledge 

 To hear an endless sermon. 

 Now his eyes are droopy, 

 Sittin’ way up high; 

 Poor, sleepy Eutychus 

 Is just about to die. 

 Saint Paul keeps on a-preachin’ 

 To our hero snoozin’ hard; 

 Then Euty leans into the air 

 And crashes in the yard. 

 But Paul is an apostle 

 Quite unlike other men; 

 Down he runs to Eutychus 

 And gives him life again. 

 So if your’re gonna sleep in church, 

 Don’t from a window fall; 

 The man up front a-preachin’ 

 Is not apostle Paul. 

  

All this is entertaining, but misses the point of the text.  Why was Eutychus there? 

It is because he, even at his young age, recognized something important. 

Even though his flesh was weak, he needed to hear and understand the Word of God. 

And, to understand the Word of God, you need to hear good preaching. 

 

Preaching the Word of God is essential. 

After all, what was it that Paul was doing everywhere he went? 

He was preaching.  He was explaining the Gospel using the Scriptures… because people need this. 



 

I. People need to be encouraged to walk with the Lord. Acts 20:1-6 

In these verses we read of Paul on tour.  He is going from city to city “exhorting” the brothers (and sisters). 

 He is doing this despite the dangers of travel and of people who want to hunt and kill him. (vs. 3) 

 Why?  What is it that he’s doing? 

 Well, there is a word here in verse 1, “exhorted” and another in verse 2, “exhortation.” 

 But these are not words we use everyday.  What do they mean? 

 In some translations we have the word “encourage.” 

 The Greek word is “parakaleo” = to call, encourage, instruct, to give a speech. 

  You might recognize the same root word as “paraclete” = the helper (who is the Holy Spirit, John 14, 16) 

  The “Paraklete” is the one who comes alongside to help. 

Paul was helping these believers in Jesus Christ… in the way that we very much need. 

 He was instructing them, encouraging them, calling them to obey. 

 And we know that he always did this by teaching the Word of God so that people could understand it. 

 

There are so many voices coming at us everyday… most of them unhelpful, even deceitful. 

 There is TV, internet, phone apps, media, news, commercials, text messages and tweets. 

 There are all kinds of people saying all sorts of things… to us, about us, against us. 

There is a common element in all this communication, whatever it might be.  They all use words. 

Words are how we communicate.  Yes, pictures are powerful, but they are meaningless without words. 

With all these words coming at us in this world, we need to hear and understand God’s words. 

Hebrews 3:12-15  You need to hear from God so that you will not be swept away by temptation and sin. 

Hebrews 4:12  The word of God exposes our sin and soul in a way that nothing else can. 

Hebrews 6:11-12  Do you want to be a sluggish Christian?  Following Jesus like a slug? 

 Jonathan cleaning his room… Is this how we want to follow Jesus and obey Him? 

Hebrews 10:23-25  You need the body of believers to keep you hoping in Jesus and His faithfulness. 

 

You need the Word of God in your life, in your mind, in your heart. 

The Navigators ministry teaches an extremely helpful illustration… the hand. 

 How can you know the Word of God?  How can you get a good grip on the Bible? 

  Read it 

  Hear it 

  Study it 

  Memorize it 

  Meditate upon it 

Good preaching combines reading, hearing, studying, and meditating on the Word. 

Therefore, Paul is here on an exhortation tour, an encouragement tour, a preaching tour. 

 

II. People who love the Lord love to learn about Him. Acts 20:7-12 

Now, if you ever think my sermons are long it is time to consider the sermon here preached by Paul in Ephesus. 

It began Sunday morning, lasted until midnight, Eutychus fell, died, and was raised… 

 and then the message continued until daybreak.  Wow. 

Now, we are not to understand that Paul did this without any breaks. 

 It began with a communion service and a potluck… this is what they did then, the Love Feast. 

  We will have one after the service today in the Beresford Park at noon. 

 There were probably meals and snacks along the way, maybe a coffee break or tea time. 

 No doubt there were pauses for Paul to use the water closet. 

It was a Bible conference, maybe the very first one, with the Apostle Paul as the main speaker. 

There may have been times for questions and discussion, but it was focused on the Word of God. 

 

But I want you to notice this particularly important fact.  People stayed… for 24 hours! 

 This is why Eutychus was there, even though he was dog tired. 

 Maybe he had the all-night shift at the threshing floor the night before.  But there he was. 

 Why?  Because what God says was important to these people. 



 

Are you growing in the Word?  Learning the Bible?  Learning on Sunday?  In a Bible study with others? 

Do you love the Word?  Your mind needs to be shaped by God’s Words.  You are no exception.  You need this. 

I want to take just a moment and speak to the men of Brooklyn church.  We have a problem. 

 Many of our wives are in Bible Studies and growing.  But the men are not so much. 

 I get it.  You’re busy.  There’s work.  There’s family, wife, and kids.  And then serving in the church. 

I know that it is challenging to fit it all in, and you get tired, and you need to prioritize your family. 

 But we also need to grow in the Lord and His Words.  Maybe the timing is a problem.  Maybe it’s awkward. 

 I need ideas.  Talk to me.  Is there a time that will work for you?  I’ll be calling some of you. 

 

Paul the Apostle 

Think about Paul.  He was planning to hit the road the next day. (vs. 7)  But he stayed and taught. 

Imagine how tired he was as he left for Assos the following day.  But the Word of God is that important. 

 

Not only does this help us to see Paul’s commitment to the Word of God… 

We also see him validated as an apostle. 

One of the things that Luke is doing in the book of Acts is that he’s showing that Paul is an apostle like Peter. 

We have seen this in many different ways in Acts: 

 The Lord spoke personally to Peter.  The Lord spoke personally to Paul. 

 Peter laid hands on people, and they received the Holy Spirit.  Paul laid hands on people… 

 Peter preached sermons and saw people repent and follow Jesus.  Paul preached… 

 Peter was beaten for preaching the Gospel.  Paul was beaten for preaching the Gospel. 

 Peter performed miracles and even clothing was carried from him to heal the sick.  Paul performed… 

 Peter was imprisoned and rescued by God.  Paul was imprisoned and rescued by God. 

 Peter raised a girl from the dead.  Paul raised a boy from the dead. 

Paul is an apostle on the same level as Peter, having the same credibility. 

 It is clearly Luke’s design that we read Paul’s letters as apostolic and therefore Scripture from God. 

 

And it is also important to realize that we do not have apostles writing Scripture today. 

If you fall asleep in church and fall out of the balcony, there is not an apostle here to raise you to life again. 

Don’t fall asleep in church. 

And I’ll close with that poem that I find so entertaining. 

 Poor, sleepy Eutychus, 

 A sittin’ without squirmin’, 

 Perching on a window ledge 

 To hear an endless sermon. 

 Now his eyes are droopy, 

 Sittin’ way up high; 

 Poor, sleepy Eutychus 

 Is just about to die. 

 Saint Paul keeps on a-preachin’ 

 To our hero snoozin’ hard; 

 Then Euty leans into the air 

 And crashes in the yard. 

 But Paul is an apostle 

 Quite unlike other men; 

 Down he runs to Eutychus 

 And gives him life again. 

 So if your’re gonna sleep in church, 

 Don’t from a window fall; 

 The man up front a-preachin’ 

 Is not apostle Paul. 

Amen.  See you in the park. 


