
  
by Pastor John Mochel 

 
There is a yearning, a deep desire for something more.  It has to do with 

the future.  I know this.  It is waiting for me out there, but I want it now.  

Psychologists might say that it is a deep desire to be loved.  But my dog 

loved me and that just didn’t do it.  In fact my wife loves me and even that 

is not enough.  The desire remains.  Maybe it is that I need to love, and 

love better and more.  If so, my efforts are falling short. 

 

I read the Bible and there are moments when I feel so close that I can al-

most reach out and touch that which I seek.  At times I feel like I brush up 

against it in a song, or a story.  Is it a story? 

 

C.S. Lewis calls this that we seek holiness, or joy, “Joy is the serious busi-

ness of heaven,” He writes in Letters to Malcolm, Chiefly on Prayer.  He 

focuses on it in his spiritual autobiography Surprised by Joy, “Joy bursts in 

our lives when we go about doing the good at hand and not trying to ma-

nipulate things and times to achieve joy.”  He continues, 

At present we are on the outside of the world, the wrong side of the 

door. We discern the freshness and purity of morning, but they do not 

make us fresh and pure. We cannot mingle with the splendors we see. 

But all the leaves of the New Testament are rustling with the rumor 

that it will not always be so. Someday, God willing, we shall get in. 

 

How is it that we know all this?  Lewis tells us, “If we find ourselves with a 

desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation 

is that we were made for another world.”  I have found, on this thought, 

Lewis is an expert. 

 

“We want something else which can hardly be put into words — to be unit-

ed with the beauty we see, to pass into it, to receive it into ourselves, to 

bathe in it, to become part of it.”  C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 

 

“All your life an unattainable ecstasy has hovered just beyond the grasp of 

your consciousness. The day is coming when you will wake to find, beyond 

all hope, that you have attained it, or else, that it was within your reach and 
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you have lost it forever.”  C.S. 

Lewis, The Problem of Pain 

“All Joy reminds. It is never a pos-

session, always a desire for some-

thing longer ago or further away or 

still 'about to be'.”  C. S. Lewis, 

Surprised By Joy 

 

“Before I knew what I desired, the 

desire itself was gone, the whole 

glimpse... withdrawn, the world 

turned commonplace again, or 

only stirred by a longing for the 

longing that had just ceased... In a 

sense the central story of my life is 

about nothing else... The quality 

common to the three experienc-

es... is that of an unsatisfied desire 

which is itself more desirable than 

any other satisfaction. I call it Joy, 

which is here a technical term and 

must be sharply distinguished both 

from Happiness and Pleasure. Joy 

(in my sense) has indeed one 

characteristic, and one only, in 

common with them; the fact that 

anyone who has experienced it 

will want it again... I doubt whether 

anyone who has tasted it would 

ever, if both were in his power, 

exchange it for all the pleasures in 

the world. But then Joy is never in 

our power and Pleasure often is.”  

C.S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy 

 

“In speaking of this desire for our 

own far off country, which we find 

in ourselves even now, I feel a 

certain shyness. I am almost com-

mitting an indecency. I am trying 

to rip open the inconsolable secret 

in each one of you—the secret 

which hurts so much that you take 

your revenge on it by calling it 

names like Nostalgia and Roman-

ticism and Adolescence; the se-

cret also which pierces with such 

sweetness that when, in very inti-

mate conversation, the mention of 

it becomes imminent, we grow 

awkward and affect to laugh at 

ourselves; the secret we cannot 

hide and cannot tell, though we 

desire to do both. We cannot tell it 

because it is a desire for some-

thing that has never actually ap-

peared in our experience. We can-

not hide it because our experience 

is constantly suggesting it, and we 

betray ourselves like lovers at the 

mention of a name. Our common-

est expedient is to call it beauty 

and behave as if that had settled 

the matter… The books or the mu-

sic in which we thought the beauty 

was located will betray us if we 

trust to them; it was not in them, it 

only came through them, and what 

came through them was longing. 

These things—the beauty, the 

memory of our own past—are 

good images of what we really 

desire; but if they are mistaken for 

the thing itself they turn into dumb 

idols, breaking the hearts of their 

worshipers. For they are not the 

thing itself; they are only the scent 

of a flower we have not found, the 

echo of a tune we have not heard, 

news from a country we have nev-

er yet visited.”  C.S. Lewis, The 

Weight of Glory 

 

Yes, for maybe the closest I have 

ever felt to the fulfillment of this 

longing has been on the peak of a 

mountain in the Rockies, or read-

ing the Psalms in the morning mist 

out on a lake in the northern 

woods, or looking out into the uni-

verse under a starry sky and the 

Aurora Borealis.  It must be some 

sort of connection I yearn for; a 

connection with the transcendent.  

And that transcendent cannot be a 

thing or an idea or a theory.  It 

must be a person for I am a rela-

tional creature and anything short 

of a relationship would be vastly 

disappointing. 

I want to know this transcendent, 

to know God, to love Him and be 

loved by him.  Anything short of 

this will not do.  But, God is not 

like me.  He cannot be.  Otherwise 

I might as well give up and turn 

inward and seek myself.  People 

do this.  It does not go well. 

 

No, I must be known and in a lov-

ing relationship with God who is 

Lord of the Universe.  Nothing else 

will satisfy the craving.  Nothing 

else can encompass all those mo-

ments when I have felt the immi-

nence of this perfect eternal trans-

cendent.  But how?  I am finite and 

mortal.  How can I make a con-

nection with that which is infinite 

and immortal?  Moreover, I am 

deeply flawed.  I do not know if I 

do want to be known by He who is 

infinitely perfect.  What if He sees 

everything?  To be known would 

be to be utterly exposed. 

 

This gets us to the central mes-

sage of the Bible.  He knows.  He 

knows me.  He knows my need to 

be known.  He knows my need to 

come all the way home.  He 

knows my need for a covering so 

as not to be naked before Him. 

“ 

All Joy reminds.  

It is never a possession, 

always a desire for 

something longer ago or 

further away or still 

'about to be'. 

”   

C. S. Lewis, 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1629232
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1629232


         

BODY BUILDERS & BITS 
“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.” 

I Thessalonians 5:11 

  
 

 

 

Family Camp  September 2-5 
Get away from the daily grind and bring your family for a 

weekend getaway. Enjoy great speakers and worship, 
games, contests, crafts, swimming, gym time, and tasty 
food! Consider joining us and bring some friends, too! 

 
Women’s Retreat  September 16-18 

Ladies - here is a great opportunity to take time out of 
your busy schedules to be refreshed! Join us as we  
worship, learn, and relax, all while fellowshipping  

with our sisters in Christ. 
 

Ladies’ Horse Retreat  September 23-25 
Two sessions this year: Sept. 23-25 and Oct. 7-9. 

These weekends are full of trail rides, riding classes, 
campfires, devotions, and delicious food and snacks. 

 
Senior Saints Day  October 4 

Spend a day worshipping & fellowshipping with like 
minded believers. What a great way to enjoy the beauty 

and peace of fall. Register by calling 515-547-2751. 
Recommended age 50+ 

Start-up Date 

September 7th 
 

Preregister your 
child today! 
Registration forms  

can be found 
 at the Welcome Desk 

 
AWANA staff meeting/pizza 

August 31st  6:00pm  Fellowship Hall 

 

WEDNESDAYS   6:30-8:00PM   PRESCHOOL-5TH GRADE 

A-pproved 

W-orkmen 

A-re 

N-ot 

A-shamed 
(2 Timothy 2:15) 

 

GET 

INVOLVED! 

 

THE JOURNEY IS SHORT 

An elderly woman got on a bus and sat down. At the next stop, a 

strong, grumpy young woman climbed up and sat down sharply 

beside the old woman, hitting her with her numerous bags. 

When she saw that the elderly woman remained silent, the young 

woman asked her why she had not complained when she hit her 

with her bags. The elderly woman replied with a smile: 

“There is no need to be rude or discuss something so insignifi-

cant, as my trip next to you is so short because I am going to get 

off at the next stop.” 

This answer deserves to be written in gold letters: 

“There is no need to discuss something so insignificant because 

our journey together is too short.” 

Each of must understand that our time in this world is so short, 

that darkening with struggles, useless arguments, jealousy, not 

forgiving others, discontent and an attitude of constant discovery 

is a ridiculous waste of time and energy. 

Did someone break your heart?... Did someone betray you, intimi-

date, cheat or humiliate you?... Did someone insult you without 

reason?...  Did a neighbor comment on the chat that you didn’t 

like? Ignore it. Forgive that. The trip is too short. 

Whatever the problem someone has brought us, remember that 

our journey together is too short.  

No one knows the length of the trip. Nobody knows when it will 

arrive at its stop. Our trip together is too short. We will appreciate 

friends and family. 

Let us be respectful, kind and forgive, we will be filled with grati-

tude and joy, after all our trip together is very short. 

Share your smile...our trip is VERY short. 

~Joe Becigneul 

Reprinted from the Platte Enterprise 



Happy Birthday to: 
2 Hazel Zylstra 

5 Bob Kennedy 

8 Randy Schmidt 

14 Robin Leikvold 

15 Norm Twedt 

17 Deb Tjeerdsma 

18 Paige German 

 

20 Trent Hemmingsen 

20 Dakota Buss 

21 Heather Wynia 

24 Evan Dressen 

25 Darlyne Swanson 

26 Dave Nelson 

27 Shade Pramann 

Happy Anniversary to: 
5 Ed & Sue Evenson 

7 Dave & Marsha Nelson 

10 Steve & Colleen Buss 

19 Brad & Amanda Hyronimus 

19 Steve & Stacy Sims 

20 Aaron & Vicki Fader 

27 Karl & Robin Leikvold 

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

7:30p Men’s Dis-

cipleship 

2 

 

 

 

3 

FH Reserved 

1p-5p 

 

4 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

8:30a CC Home-

school 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

7 

1:30p Women’s 

Study 

 

6:30p AWANA, 

AIC Youth 

8 
9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship, 

Teacher Dedication 

 

 

12 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

7p Deacon Brd. 

 

13 

8:30a CC Home-

school 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

7p Reading 

Group, Babb’s 

14 

12p Community 

Study, Library 

 

 

6:30p AWANA, 

AIC Youth 

15 

9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

 

7:30p Men’s Dis-

cipleship 

16 

 

 

 

 

17 

9a-2p Ruth 

Pathways 

Workshop 

18 

9a SS 

10a Fellowship  

10:30a Worship 

 

6p Evening Study 

19 

 

 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

20 

8:30a CC Home-

school 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

21 

12p Community 

Study, Library 

1:30p Women’s 

Study 

6:30p AWANA, 

AIC Youth 

22 

9:30a Women’s 

Study 

 

 

7:30p Men’s Dis-

cipleship 

23 

 

 

 

24 

FH Reserved 

1-5p 

 

25 
9a SS 
10a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

27 

8:30a CC Home-

school 

6:30p Women’s 

Study 

 

28 

12p Community 

Study, Library 

6:30p AWANA, 

AIC Youth 

 

29 

9:30a Women’s 

Study 

7:30p Men’s Dis-

cipleship 

30  

 

 

Pastor   Attending   National   Conference    

Pastors & Wives Retreat 

Part time SS teachers still needed! 
Will you please help? 



  

  

 September 4 

  AM: Acts 20:13-38, Labor Day Weekend 

  Theme: Farewell to Ephesus 

  PM: No evening study 

 September 11    

  AM: Guest Speaker, Jim Bolin 

  Theme: TBD 

  PM: No Evening Service 

 September 18 

  AM: Acts 21:1-16 

  Theme: Paul goes to Jerusalem 

  Pm: Great Doctrines of the Bible 2 

 September 25 

  AM: Acts 21:17-40 

  Theme: Paul seized in the Temple 

  PM: No Evening Study 

     

 

 

Date  Greeters   Nursery    Storytime   Music/Missions   Scripture Reader 

9/4   D/J Paulson   Talisha Fahlberg  Connie Schmidt  Lindsay Zylstra    Sandy Fahlberg 

               Payden Hoffman 

9/11  J/S Morrison   Karla Bovill   Sarah Wergin   Open       Rhonda Wynia 

               Owen Bovill 

9/18  C/S Carnes   Stacy Sims   Julie Saugstad  Missions Moment    Jeremy Saugstad 

               Ethan Bovill 

9/25  C/M DeLay   Nancy Mochel  Lindsay Zylstra  Hannah Bird     Paige German 

               Andrew Bovill 

10/2  K/R Leikvold   Paige German  Sandy Fahlberg  Communion     Robin Leikvold   

               Elsie Bovill 

10/9  A Sveeggen   Talisha Fahlberg  Nancy Mochel  Missions Moment    Lindsay Zylstra 

               Adell Zylstra 

10/16  R/M Jensen   Karla Bovill   Connie Schmidt  John Fahlberg    Allen Sveeggen 

               Nora Hyronimus 

10/23  D/M Nelson   Stacy Sims   Sarah Wergin   Open       Reid Jensen 

               Owen Hyronimus   

10/30  K Erickson   Nancy Mochel  Julie Saugstad  Choir       Marilyn Jensen 

               Bethany Hoffman 

 

  September Worship Leader: Pete Fahlberg        October Worship Leader: Brian Fahlberg 

  Sound Tech: Chris Smith              Sound Tech: Ben Fahlberg 

  Keyboard: Doreen Fahlberg             Keyboard: Connie Twedt 

  Ushers: Jeremy Saugstad, Allen Sveeggen         Ushers: Andy German, Reid Jensen, 

    Shade Pramann, Ricky Gordon             Dave Nelson, Volunteer Needed 

 MINISTRY AND WORSHIP 

M I N I ST RY  I N VOLVE MEN T  


