
Acts 20:13-38 Farewell to Ephesus 9/4/2022 

 

It I was to choose a text to preach while leaving a church, this would be it.  I’m not leaving, as far as I know. 

 

Last words from a good shepherd. 

Paul had exerted himself in Gospel ministry for more than 20 years. 

We know now in the book of Acts, that he has a growing sense that his end is drawing near. 

He has planted churches all over the area that is now Turkey and Greece. 

 He has served, just as God said he would, as the apostle to the Gentiles. 

 This was not his plan.  It was God’s plan that became his because God called him to it. 

 

I. A man with a mission Acts 20:13-16 

Paul had been visiting churches in Asia and then in Europe and now he was headed back to Jerusalem. 

Why? 1 Corinthians 16:1-9 

  2 Corinthians 8:1-6, 24, 9:10-15 

  Romans 15:25-27 

 In those days they did not have GoFundMe or Venmo. 

 The banks had no way of sending money over distances. 

 So, Paul was actually carrying the money, gold or silver, on his person or in his baggage. 

 I recall a trip 30 years ago when I was travelling to Russia. 

 The EFCA national office gave me $50,000 in dollar bills for the support of the churches there. 

 I didn’t like that.  It gave me the heebie jeebies.  You know, when every person looks like a potential mugger. 

Paul wanted to get this gift to the brethren in Jerusalem as fast as possible, before Pentecost.  Why? 

 They needed it.  There had been a famine. 

 He wanted to be faithful to those who gave it. 

 He didn’t like carrying it around. 

 There would be many new Christians in Jerusalem at Pentecost.  The church cared for one another. 

 Paul wanted to encourage them. 

 He wanted to give them this expression of the realness of the faith of the Gentiles. 

This was important for Gospel ministry. 

Paul was committed to Gospel ministry. 

 

II. An example of Gospel ministry Acts 20:17-24 

And, so, on his way to Jerusalem he stops in Miletus to visit with the leaders of the church in Ephesus. 

In these verses here Paul sets forth himself as an example of leadership for these leaders. 

Why? They need to learn how to lead.  Just as we do in Brooklyn Church in Beresford, SD. 

And how?  What does Godly, effective, Spirit-led leadership look like? 

 This is important because we have so many examples of bad leadership. 

  Even in churches, some of our leaders are arrogant bullies. 

  There are leaders today who are all about themselves.  They do not care about people or serve people. 

  Mark 10:42-45 

  1 Peter 5:1-5 

Acts 20:17-35 is really a seminar from Paul on spiritual leadership, which is what all leadership ought to be like. 

 

Humility 

 “With all humility, tears, and trials”  In this sense Paul is leading them like Jesus led. 

 J. Oswald Sanders described humility as the essential attribute of a spiritual leader. 

 Without it nothing else works.  Why?  Because you are speaking for God.  A man needs to know his place. 

 Leadership is not about being important and having privileges. 

 In this sense the Bible’s teaching on leadership is the opposite of the world’s. 

  More important leaders make more money, drive nicer cars, live in bigger houses.  That’s how we think. 

 Jesus didn’t even have a house, or a car. 

 Think about this.  We follow a man who did not have a home.  By any definition, Jesus was homeless. 

  Philippians 2:3-11  This is the pattern for us. 



 

Courage 

 We see this in these verses in two senses. 

 Paul had the courage to speak the truth of the Scriptures no matter what. 

 And Paul had the courage to continue in Gospel ministry in the face of deadly persecution. 

  The two are related.  They speaking the truth often led to the persecution. 

 The church today needs Paul’s courage… not to be obnoxious and confrontational. 

 We need his courage to speak the truth in a society that increasingly does not want to hear it. 

  And the country that we live in is mostly no longer interested in debate in the public square. 

  It is not that we are facing people who raise objections and attack the gospel with other teachings. 

  No.  This country wants to make Christians shut up and stop talking and stop praying. 

  There is no interest in discussion.  Those days have passed. 

  In this sense we find ourselves in a situation much like Paul faced. 

 What did he do?  This is so important! 

 He just kept talking about Jesus… with love, kindness, respect for others, rational arguments, Scripture. 

 But he kept talking about Jesus, sin, salvation, and the kingdom of God. 

 This is our way forward as well… courageous gospel preaching and serving others in love. 

 

Obedience 

 Paul said what God said and went where God sent him. 

 Paul preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ (vs. 21) 

  “Repentance toward God” = agreeing with God about sin and then turning away from sin. 

  “Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” = trusting Jesus with your sin and then trusting Jesus with your life. 

   Peter, Paul, and James make it clear that real faith in Jesus results in obedience to Jesus. 

 

Finishing strong 

 Paul did not retire.  Retirement is an invention of 20th century western culture. 

 Sure, as one gets older there is less you can do.  You get tired.  There are physical limitations. 

 But you can still serve.  You have wisdom and giftedness that the Lord wants to use. 

  He is doing here what he speaks of in Philippians 3:12-16 

 

III. The wisdom of warnings Acts 20:25-35 

One thing you learn from the Bible is that warnings are good.  They help us to see what to watch out for. 

 I think of the old story of the guy holding a sign, “The end is near.” 

 

Be on guard. 

Paul does not tell them to be on guard because these false teachers might arrive.  He says they will come. 

 And they will look like Christians!  At first.  Until you find out what they believe.  Until they cause fights. 

 In verse 27 Paul tells them that he “proclaimed  to them the whole counsel of God.” 

  He preached the whole Bible.  He didn’t leave anything out.  He didn’t adjust it to his preference. 

  He gave them the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

Not everyone does that.  Do you know this?  You and I have to be careful. 

 There are things we like and things we don’t so much like.  But they are no less true. 

 Beware of “savage wolves” who “speak perverse things to draw away disciples after them.” 

 What do they say?  Well, it is different in every age.  What is the spirit of our age? 

  People pleasing… saying what people want to hear.  2 Timothy 4:3-5 

  Sexual perversions.  This is the spirit of our age, though it was the same then. 

  Greed… promoting what makes them money. 

  Avoiding hard truths.  This is the spirit of Theological Liberalism: 

   Beware the Christian leader who will not talk about sin, death, and hell. 

   Beware the Christian leader who doesn’t always talk about Jesus Christ and His death on the Cross. 

   Beware the Christian leader who avoids the Old Testament. 

   Beware the Christian leader who will not talk about obedience to your Lord Jesus. 

 



Why the warnings?  These people were Gospel preachers.  They had been taught by the Apostle Paul. 

 I recall, about 12 years ago, reading of a congregational church in New York. 

  They had a great Bible teacher, an excellent Gospel preacher and author of devotional books. 

  He left.  Another guy came.  This guy preached a gospel of love and understanding for all people. 

  It sounded good, but it was really just another version of a gospel without calling sin sin. 

   Why tell people that they are sinners?  Why talk about specific sins? 

   It offends people.  It drives them away.  It makes Jesus sound judgmental. 

  In two years, this church had entirely lost the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Now they have no witness. 

   They feed people.  The neighborhood likes them.  The pastor is welcome everywhere. 

   But they are dead. 

 This is the story of so many churches in America. 

 

 Did you know that nearly every book in the New Testament includes warnings about false teachers? 

  Galatians 61:6-9  Get the point?  Why does he say it twice? 

   Because this is what is going on around us all the time.  Today! 

  Romans 16:17-18  These are people serving themselves, not Jesus. 

  2 Peter 2:1-3  Destructive heresies.  Why?  Because of selfish ambition.  Greed 

  2 Peter 2:18-21  Even then the false teachers preached sexual freedom. 

  Titus 1:10-11, 3:10-11  They destroy the body of Christ. 

  Jude 1:19, “It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 

  Jude 1:12  Jude calls them, “shepherds feeding only themselves.” 

  Titus 1:16, “They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works.” 

  2 Corinthians 11:13, “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen,  

   disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.” 

  Matthew 7:15, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing  

   but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” 

 

Be in the Word. 

 This is your only hope, your one defense against false teaching. 

 Some people think that you can stay a true Christian by avoiding those dang liberals. 

  Then you might just end up with a gospel of judgmental arrogance.  I’ve known a few people... 

 You need to be in the Word every day.  You need Bible studies and sermon messages. 

 

 Again, notice Paul’s example in verses 31-32, “The Word of His grace.” 

 Young men, listen to me, those of you who are under 40.  In twenty years, you will be leading this church. 

 The witness of Brooklyn Church depends entirely on your knowing and living according to the Bible. 

  Your time investment in the Word is investment in your family’s future and the future of this church. 

  Therefore Peter writes, “Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk,  

   that by it you may grow up into salvation.”  1 Peter 2:2 

 

Work hard. 

 Verses 33-35  Paul worked hard, not for money or riches, but for their sake. 

  Sometimes he lived on giving.  Sometimes he made tents.  Sometimes he did without. 

  He did all for the sake of God’s kingdom… it is God’s, after all, not his. 

 

 We are restarting our Youth ministries, Sunday School, other ministries. 

  We could use a few more teachers for Sunday School. 

 In a week and a half, we will begin the Awana ministry again.  We have many servants helping. 

 Let me tell you something about serving in Gospel ministry. 

  It’s hard.  It takes time.  You are going to get tired at times. 

  You might feel unappreciated.  The kids might not come to you with overwhelming gratitude. 

  Sometimes you might wonder why you did this to yourself.  I have felt that before. 

  I remind you of this essential fact:  You are doing it to serve Jesus.  Don’t ever forget that. 

 It makes all the difference.  It makes hard work worth it. 



 

IV. What it means to miss people Acts 20:36-38 

It is important not to miss what these few verses communicate about Paul and about good leadership. 

One of the most difficult aspects of Gospel ministry, professional ministry or lay ministry is this. 

You miss people.  You really miss people. 

 The Lord drove this message home for me this week as I was thinking about this passage. 

 Logan and Jackie have moved.  We will miss them. 

 Louis Latendresse went to be with the Lord.  He was such an amazing friend to me. 

  I will miss his smile, his fist bump, his encouragement to preach the Bible. 

 

I’ve said goodbye to more than 50 amazing young Christian men and women 

 who have graduated from our youth ministry.  Sometimes I miss them so much it hurts. 

  I remember when the Merrimans moved away, then Gene and Kim, and Gene had his stroke. 

   I’m so glad that I’ll get to see Gene in glory, all put together and laughing. 

  I miss Ray Jensen.  I miss Maye and Deane.  Wesley and Maureen 

  I miss Gladys Twedt, Detlov Lindquist, Lorene Swanstrom, Thurre Swanson, Norman Erickson 

  I remember sitting by Carlton Leikvold as he was dying.  What an amazing man. 

  I still remember the heartbreak of the winter of 2006  

   when we lost Caspar Voog, Wilbur Bos, and Ken Harms all within three weeks. 

  I miss Dennis and Judy Ward so much, their quiet service, humility, and love for others. 

  There are so many others.  I know I’ve left many out. 

  I think about these people al the time.  Who would I be without them? 

 

My daughter Emily told me a few weeks ago how hard it is to move somewhere else.  She misses people. 

 I told her that is how it is.  You either enjoy amazing relationships with amazing people and invest in them. 

 Or you protect yourself and stay home and don’t be with people and you miss out. 

But, if you invest in these relationships, if you give yourself to others, it really hurts to lose them. 

 

I have good news, however.  Someday, we will be reunited.  Is that amazing? 

 

Remember this:  This life is all investment… in God, His Word, and in people.  That is all there is. 

Don’t get distracted. 

Amen. 


