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When you follow Jesus, you make a decision not to live by just following the crowds. 

 This is part of what Jesus meant when he said to you that you must count the cost of following Him. 

You will be required to do things and say things that will make you a target. 

 You will have to do difficult things, that sometimes you do not want to do. 

 And you will have to choose not to do things that would feel good or be easy for you to do. 

You cannot just go along to get along.  A Christian must do hard things.  There is no other way. 

 

When you walk with the Lord you must be courageous. 

The thoughtful reader of the book of Acts comes away amazed by the courage of the apostles. 

 Especially Peter and Paul, but also John and Stephen and Philip and Priscilla and Aquila and Silas… 

 

Peter was not courageous, he was a coward, before the Holy Spirit filed his life with power. 

 Then he preached his first sermon in Jerusalem where Jesus had been crucified 50 days prior. 

 He kept preaching and spoke to the Jewish council when he was arrested.  Acts 4:8-12 

 They were then threatened and commanded to not preach about Jesus.  Their answer?  Acts 4:19-20 

 After being imprisoned again and released by God, he spoke again.  Acts 5:29-32 

 After Stephen and James had been killed, Peter was arrested again.  Acts 12:6 

 

Paul was a persecutor of Christians until the Lord interrupted his life and changed him. 

 Then he began to tell others about Jesus Christ.  Acts 9:20-25  And he went on preaching. 

 Everywhere Paul went his life was threatened by Jews who hated the gospel message.  Acts 14:19-22 

 Paul and Silas were preaching in Philippi and got into trouble with pagan idol-worshippers.  Acts 16:22-30 

 It was dangerous everywhere he went.  And now he is on his way back to Jerusalem. 

 We know already that Paul is aware of the dangers.  Acts 20:22-24 

 

I think of Paul’s words to Timothy, pastor at Ephesus.  2 Timothy 1:7-12 

 

I. Courage means you listen to counsel, pray, and follow the Lord. Acts 21:1-6 

Paul (and Luke) is headed to Jerusalem.  Why? 

 We know from the previous chapter and from his letters that he has a few purposes. 

1. He is going to tell the Jewish believers of the miracles of gospel transformation among the Gentiles. 

2. He is going to deliver a gift of money to the Jerusalem believers from the Gentile churches. 

3. He is going to be a witness to Jews of the salvation found in Jesus Christ, risen from the dead. 

Paul has a job to do, a job that he understands has been given him by God. 

 

But, in verse 4 we discover that there are those who are telling him not to go to Jerusalem. 

We might, at first, see Paul refusing to listen to people that the Lord has sent to him. 

After all, these people “kept telling Paul through the Spirit not to set foot in Jerusalem.” 

 What does this mean?  Does it mean that they were right? 

 Well, yes… and no. 

 They were right in that the Spirit was showing them that trouble was awaiting Paul at Jerusalem. 

 And they were right in that they cared about Paul.  The Spirit of God gave them this wisdom and love for him. 

 

But that did not necessarily mean that they knew what Paul ought to do. 

We are going to discover in the rest of the book of Acts that God has a plan in Paul going to Jerusalem. 

 Paul does not ignore them. 

 In verse 5 we see that they spend some time together and they pray together.  He listened to them. 

But he had a mission to fulfill.  He had not quit out of fear of persecution thus far, and he was not going to now. 

This is a picture of courage, and courage while listening to counsel, praying, and being fully aware of the danger. 

 Real courage is not ignorant or foolish. 

 He is not doing something stupid that will get him in trouble. 

 Paul is following the Lord’s direction in gospel ministry and love for others. 



 

II. Courage means you know that you are in God’s hands. Acts 21:7-14 

Now he is in Caesarea, his ship voyage is over, and he has only a few days walk to Jerusalem. 

Paul comes to the house of Philip the evangelist. 

 Do you recall the Philip in Acts 8 who witnessed to the Samaritans and the Ethiopian? 

 Now it is some 20 years later, and Philip has a family with grown daughters. 

 Philip is a guy one should listen to, as well as his daughters who are prophetesses. 

  This means that they have a gift of speaking the word of God in ways that people ought to listen. 

  Prophets speak truth from God, consistent with the Scriptures, and encourage us to walk with God. 

 But it is another prophet, Agabus, who comes and speaks with Paul.  (verse 11) 

  Notice that Agabus does not tell Paul what to do.  He tells him what is going to happen in Jerusalem. 

  It is the people who love Paul who are telling him not to go to Jerusalem.  (verse 12) 

  You can understand that.  If we were there, we would probably wish Paul to be spared the pain. 

  And people did not want to lose Paul and his leadership.  I get it. 

 

But God is in charge.  Paul knows this.  They all know this. 

Just because something is hard or painful does not mean that it should not be done. 

 

Verses 13 and 14 are, again, pictures of courage. 

 vs. 13  Paul is ready to suffer and even die for the name of the Lord Jesus. 

  What about you?  What are you willing to do for the name of the Lord Jesus? 

  I had a conversation eighteen years ago with a man who was struggling in his marriage. 

   I asked him, “Are you willing to die for Jesus Christ?”  He thought about it and nodded. 

   Then I said, “But you won’t love your wife for Jesus?”  He said, “I see what you did there.” 

  Another conversation with a young guy who had been with us to New Orleans. 

   He had shared the gospel with kids in the hood in the city and was thinking about missions. 

   He told me he was scared to share the gospel with his friends in Beresford. 

   In our discussion he realized it was because he needed courage to identify with the name of Jesus. 

  What are you willing to do for Jesus? 

 

 vs. 14  Everyone there, including Luke, is realizing an important lesson. 

  We, all of us, are in the hands of God.  Jesus Christ is our shepherd.  He has us.  John 10:27-29 

  This in itself is reason to be courageous.  God is in control. 

 

In 1858 John G. Paton had been a pastor in Glasgow, Scotland for ten years when God led him to be a missionary. 

 He was making plans to travel to the New Hebrides in the South Pacific where there were cannibals. 

 The church offered him more money to stay, and his missionary board tried to dissuade him. 

 “You will be eaten by cannibals,” said one of the older members. 

His answer is legendary.  “Mr. Dixon, you are advanced in years now and your own prospect is soon to be laid in 

the grave there to be eaten by worms.  I confess to you if I can but live and die serving and honoring the Lord 

Jesus, it will make no difference to me whether I am eaten by cannibals or by worms.  And in the great day, my 

resurrection body will arise as fair as yours in the likeness of our risen Redeemer.” 

 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10  Paul knows what the end of all this will be like.  He has his purpose firmly in mind. 

 He is happy to be in God’s hands because he is obeying the Lord. 

 

I recall visiting with a young guy over the phone about a year ago. 

 He had a couple of little kids at home and was having a terrible time at work, fearful of failing. 

 In fact, the fear was paralyzing him, and his wife was probably not helping him much. 

  She didn’t know what to do, and tended to see his faults and told him how to improve… more failure. 

 He just felt like he wasn’t measuring up, and kept falling short of everyone’s expectations. 

I did not know what to say, but I thought of Joshua who followed Moses and all those expectations. 

 Can you imagine trying to fill Moses’ shoes and lead a people who kept failing to obey God? 

 So, I told him about Joshua and said to him, “Do you know what the Lord said to Joshua?” 



 He said “No.”  So I read him Joshua 1:7-9. 

 He said, “That is exactly what I need.  God is with me so I can be strong and courageous.” 

Things got better.  He finally moved on to another job and things got way better.  God was teaching him courage. 

He realized that he was in God’s hands. 

 

III. How is it that you need courage from the Lord? 

We all need courage for something. 

 

I have seen the courage of a man in Haiti who had to forgive the one who killed His father. 

 This man met the murderer in prison, forgave him, and witnessed to him and the man became a believer. 

 

I have seen the courage of a former Muslim in Turkey who, at the risk of his life, was a witness for Jesus. 

 He shared the gospel to his family and friends, not seeing one come to Christ in 12 years. 

 

I have seen the courage of a young lady in High School who was a loving witness to her friends. 

 She was called a Bible banger and ostracized by some, gossiped about by others. 

 She even had a pastor here in town tell her to cool down about all the Bible stuff. 

But she didn’t quit, and then started seeing her friends come to Christ and walk with Jesus. 

 

I have seen the courage of a young man, pressured to drink and party by His friends. 

 He told them “no” many times over and finally had to stop hanging out with them. 

 He was himself a popular guy, but had to turn his back on his own popularity. 

 He went to school, did his work, went to practices for football and basketball.  He made other friends. 

 By his senior year he was easily the most respected guy in his class. 

 

I have seen the courage of a woman who, after losing her husband and facing terrible loneliness… 

 Invested herself in service and ministry to others and the Lord used her in His kingdom for another 20 years. 

 

I have seen the courage years ago of a man whose wife was cheating on him. 

 It was embarrassing, painful, and personally revealing of his faults. 

 It was a personal catastrophe for him and his children. 

 It was a financial disaster.  It was horrendously time consuming. 

But I saw him cling to Jesus from one day to the next, never knowing what the next day would bring. 

I saw him respond to my encouragement by believing the Scriptures even though God seemed to be failing. 

I heard him pray with me, crying out to God for help to obey Him and to love others. 

He clung to God through the storm and came out the other side a better man. 

 

I have seen the courage of a married couple, mired in relational problems, financial problems, and bad decisions. 

 They were told that if they obeyed Jesus they were at the dawn of a new day and blessing in marriage. 

 They went to a ten-day marriage retreat and sought counseling, humbling themselves and loving each other. 

 They ignored all that others might have thought, the whispers, the looks. 

 They worked hard to learn.  God transformed their marriage and family.  It was hard. 

But now they are an example to others, a leader in their church, and a witness for Jesus. 

 

How is it that you need courage? 

How is it that you need the faith to obey God in whatever great challenge you are facing? 

God does not say that life following Him will be easy.  In fact, you have to count the cost. 

But it is just a little while, something less that 90 years for you, and then it is on to eternity. 

You will not regret the investment of courage, faith, and obedience. 

 

The apostle Paul is long gone from this earth. 

I think he does not regret how he finished the race that was his life, nor the courage he showed. 

Have courage dear ones.  You will not regret it. 


