
Acts 21.17-40 Paul Seized in the Temple 9/25/2022 

 

What is this world like? 

Reported yesterday: According to a new Department of Labor Inspector General report, scammers were able to 

steal nearly $46 billion in pandemic cash through state unemployment insurance programs. 

My mother-in-law regularly gets phone calls from scammers. 

Once, a person claiming to be Jonathan, my son, called her and said he was in an accident and needed money. 

 People lie to get money. 

 People lie for political gain. 

 People lie to get people to like them. 

 People lie to hurt those they don’t like. 

 People lie when they don’t know that they are lying. 

This is why it is so important not to spread gossip about others.  You might be lying.  You probably are lying. 

 People who spread lies usually do not know that what they are spreading is a lie. 

 And people believe the lies. 

In the Bible you discover that a lie is not defined by a person’s intent. 

Something is either true or it is a lie.  Those who speak lies are called liars. 

And liars hate the truth.  Why?  Because the truth exposes their lies. 

Satan is the father of lies and the truth he hates the most is truth about God. 

Usually, people who spread Satan’s lies do not realize what they are doing, but they are lying all the same. 

They may think that they have the best of intentions… but… 

 

People who lie persecute those who preach the truth. 

This is what they are doing to Paul.  They do not like what he is saying, so they spread lies about him. 

With a few exceptions, Paul’s enemies were Jews. 

They were Jews, both Christian Jews and non-Christian Jews, who did not like what Paul taught about the Law. 

 They did not really listen to Paul, or seek to understand what he was really saying. 

 In fact, liars are rarely interested in understanding. 

 They want to be right, look right, and advance their own cause. 

The Jewish Christians who opposed Paul were called the Judaizers. 

 Many of them may not have been real Christians.  Often, they operated in league with the non-Christian Jews. 

 They claimed that a person was saved by Jesus the Messiah, and the Law of Moses. 

 In their view Paul was minimizing the importance of Torah, the Temple, and circumcision. 

  Ephesians 2:11-22 

  Galatians 6:12-16 

Because of this some of them had argued with Paul, were slandering him, threatening to hurt him. 

Paul had been beaten, once stoned almost to death, and now some of these Judaizers were trying to kill him. 

This might seem extreme, but they did not think so.  They were obeying God!  That is what they thought. 

Always beware people who claim to do God’s will in ungodly ways.  They are liars. 

 

But now Paul is returning to Jerusalem, the place of the Temple, and it is almost Passover. 

Jews from all over the world are there, including Jews and Judaizers from Asia… 

 where Paul had been witnessing to the Gentiles and leading them to the Lord… 

 and teaching that these Gentile believers were also God’s people, without being circumcised. 

Jewish Christians who love Jesus, like Peter and James, are concerned. (vss. 17-22) 

So, what is to be done? 

 

I. Pursuing peace with all people. Acts 21:17-26 

It is important to understand just what is going on in verses 23-26. 

 People have been saying that Paul rejects Torah.  He does not.  He loves Torah. 

 It is God’s Law for God’s people, 1500 years old.  Through Torah we come to know what God is like. 

 Torah teaches us the seriousness of sin, the need for sacrifice, our need for a mediator. 

 Through Torah we learn about God’s love and mercy and that He keeps His promises. 

 Torah shows us what it looks like to listen to God and obey God. 



 

James and the other know that Paul has been abiding by their agreement reached in council in Acts 15. 

They, Peter and James and the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem agreed with Paul and reached a compromise. 

 Acts 15:22-29  This they have done. 

 

Now, James and the others see an opportunity for Paul to demonstrate that he loves Torah. 

 There are some Jews who are completing a Nazarite vow.  We learn about this in Numbers 6. 

 They have not cut their hair for a long time out of devotion to God. 

 Paul will now join them in the completion ceremony in the Temple.  

 

What is Paul doing?  Why is he cooperating with these people?  Is he compromising the Gospel? 

No.  He is applying the teaching of Scripture and living out the Gospel. 

Ephesians 4:1-3 

Romans 14:16-19 

Hebrews 12:14-15 

1 Corinthians 9:19-22 

 

Paul is doing nothing wrong.  He is showing love to some Jewish brothers.  He is trying to build bridges. 

It doesn’t work. 

 

II. Preaching that brings persecution. Acts 21:27-36 

Peter, James, and the leadership in Jerusalem has been consistent.  Paul has kept Torah. 

Paul has taught Jesus as the fulfillment of Torah.  The agreement has been working. 

Although it was not always easy, even for Peter.  Galatians 2:11-14 

 Truth prevailed.  But not in the eyes of everyone. 

 Some were not happy with the state of things and set out to be destructive. 

 This is human nature.  When we do not get our way, we hurt other people. 

 

Notice here what they do… 

 these opponents of Paul who have been angry about the compromise worked out in Acts 15. 

They do not confront Paul, arguing with his interpretation of Scripture. 

 Of course not, they know that they cannot win that discussion.  Though they might not admit that. 

They deal with Paul by spreading lies about him.  They slander Paul.  He did none of what they said. 

The crowds erupt into violence and thigs soon get out of control. 

Lies, mobs, and violence always bring out the worst in people.  We see this today. 

This is why protesting that turns into rioting is so dangerous.  The worst elements always take over. 

The result here is that Paul is dragged out of the Temple and beaten. 

Were it not for the Roman commander, who cannot figure out why people are upset, rescuing Paul… 

 he would have been killed.  They wanted to kill him. 

 

A side-note of some importance. 

Whenever you find yourself part of a group of people who wish to do harm to someone… 

 who is not harming others…  Then you know you are on the wrong side. 

These who are all about the Law of Moses are breaking that very law in their treatment of Paul. 

Even good goals achieved by wrong means become wrong. 

 

But what are these Judaizers really upset about?  Is it Paul defiling the Temple?  No. 

They are upset that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached, and Paul keeps preaching it. 

This is the nature of the world.  This world hates the Gospel. 

 This world, governments, markets, corporations, armies, and all its priests and prophets… 

 They do not want to hear that God created everything and that He is in control. 

 They do not want to hear that the reason everything is so messed up is because of human sin. 

 They do not want to hear that the only solution is Jesus Christ and His death on the cross. 

 They do not want to hear that you have to trust Jesus and follow Him to avoid judgment and hell. 



 

This makes people feel bad, and scared.  2 Corinthians 2:14-17 

 This world system, and the people in it, hates the Gospel.  But they do not want to argue or discuss it. 

 They want to make those who talk about Jesus, and pray to Jesus… They want to make us go away. 

 

But Paul is not about to go away. 

Remember his faith and courage. 

But he does not retaliate. 

III. Being pleasant amid pandemonium. Acts 21:37-40 

And now Paul surprises everyone.  What does he do? 

 Does he turn and blast the crowd with angry condemnation?  He could.  He would have been right. 

 Does he seek to run away and hide?  Some thought he should have done just that. 

 Does he try to get the centurion to arrest these lawless people?  He could have tried that as well. 

 

No.  First Paul turns to the commander.  We learn his name in Acts 23-24, Lysias. 

 He is a Roman Chiliarch, a tribune, commander of a thousand legionnaires, a battalion. 

 This guy outranks any centurion.  Paul turns to him and asks him a question in Greek. 

 The commander is stunned.  He did not expect this from a Jew that all the other Jews want to kill. 

 In fact, we discover, this commander thought that Paul was an Egyptian revolutionary. (vs. 38) 

  This reveals even more of the confusion brought on by the mob. 

 

Paul then identifies himself as a Jew of Tarsus, a major center of commerce, unlike backwater Jerusalem. 

 He is an educated man.  Paul wants to speak to the crowds, in Hebrew. 

 

Why? 

And here we get to the most remarkable moment in the entire chapter. 

 

Paul wants to preach the Gospel. 

He wants to preach the Gospel to people who have been part of a confused violent rabble. 

He wants to preach the Gospel to people who want to kill him. 

He wants to preach the Gospel to Jewish people who hate the Gospel. 

 At least they hate what they think the Gospel is. 

He wants to preach the Gospel because God has called him to preach the Gospel. 

He wants to preach the Gospel because he knows that the Gospel has power to transform people. 

He wants to preach the Gospel because the Word of God never returns without accomplishing its purpose. 

He wants to preach the Gospel because that is always the right thing to do.  2 Timothy 4:1-4 

 

Now, you may not be a preacher, a public speaker like Paul was. 

You may not be a pastor like I am. 

But you are still called to preach the Gospel… in personal conversation... 

 At Awana, youth group, Sunday school, Bible studies… 

 At school, at work, in your families, with friends… 

 

You are called to share the Gospel with others when people expect you to and when they do not. 

You are called to share the Gospel with others even when people do not want to hear it. 

You are called to share the Gospel sensitively, humbly, with love and kindness and tact. 

 

You are not to go through life submitting to a world that tells you that the Gospel is always inappropriate. 

 And it does!  People will tell you that. 

But those very same people need the Lord, and you never know just when He will break through. 

 

Paul would speak to an angry mob filled with people who wanted him dead. 

Surely you can talk to your family and friends who want to keep you alive. 

And maybe, in so doing, you will give them eternal life. 


