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You will be blessed by this book.  But it is going to stretch you. 

It will push you in your understanding of the Old Testament. 

It will force you to see Jesus Christ as even more important than you thought. 

If you let Him, God will use it to convict you of sin and laziness in your life and faith and walk with God. 

 

The book of Hebrews in unique in the Bible in so many ways. 

 The name of the author is omitted.  We do not know who he was. 

  Though Paul seems likely.  Hebrews 13:22-25 

 The ones to whom it was originally written are not mentioned. 

  Though the book was quite obviously written to Jewish believers who knew their Scriptures well. 

 There is no opening salutation.  No greeting.  No “grace to you and peace…” 

 We can clearly see in this letter that Judaism has been superseded by Christianity. 

 

The title of this message this morning could be the heading for the whole book of Hebrews. 

 This book is all about the superiority of Jesus over all things. 

  Jesus is better than the prophets. 

  Jesus is better than the angels. 

  Jesus is a better savior. 

  Jesus is a better High Priest, better than all the priests. 

  Jesus brings a better offering, Himself.  He is a better sacrifice. 

  Jesus has a better ministry.  Jesus makes a better covenant. 

  Jesus makes a better way to God. 

For this reason, the book is filled with warnings.  Do not turn away from Jesus. 

 Do not turn away from Jesus for a gospel of legalism and Old Testament rules. 

 Do not turn away from Jesus to fulfill your own wishes, desires, and sinful ways. 

 Do not turn away from Jesus for some other way of salvation that seems right to you. 

Therefore, we must believe, have faith in Jesus, because there is really no other option. 

And, then, we must live in obedience to Him if we want to be a part of His Kingdom. 

 Otherwise we will be rejected. 

 After all, who do we think we are.  And who do we think He is!? 

 So keep going in Jesus, faithfully, obediently, to the end, because of who He is. 

And, so, we have this marvelous benediction at the end of the letter.  Hebrews 13:20-21 

 Why?  Because Jesus is better than everything else. 

 

Jesus is superior to the prophets and the angels. 

Why prophets and angels? 

Well, because the first century Jewish people were fascinated with prophets and angels. 

 They thought that prophets and angels were cool.  Everyone wanted to hear stories of prophets and angels. 

And here we are.  No different. 

 Spiritually minded people in America today are curious and interested about prophets. 

 In spite of all our scientific arrogance we want to hear someone tell us about the future. 

  We want to hear someone talk about God and what god is like and what He says. 

  Of course, we will evaluate the prophet.  We will decide whether we want to pay attention. 

  But we want to know what the future holds, what God is doing. 

 Of course, Old Testament prophets said many other things that make us uncomfortable, 

  But, even then, they were a fascinating bunch, dressed in skins, eating locusts, sleeping on rocks. 

  What makes these guys do what they do?  They show up in our fantasy and science fiction. 

And we are interested in angels.  Angels show up in our TV shows and movies. 

 People imagine themselves surrounded by angels.  I’ve heard stories of people meeting angels. 

 We love angels. 

But angels do not demand anything of us.  And prophets can be very entertaining. 

What about God, our creator, when He comes into our world and speaks to us?  This is another thing altogether. 



 

I. God has spoken by His Son, creator of the world. Hebrews 1:1-2 

The book begins with these words,  

 “In many places and in many ways, long ago God spoke to our fathers in the prophets.” 

Right away, the reader of the Bible, the believer in God, recognizes this statement as absolutely true. 

 This is the entire Old Testament.  God speaking, through the prophets, to those who have gone before. 

 It is important.  What they say is important. 

 

But now, something has changed. 

 What they say is no less important.  But, “His Son,” God’s Son, has come and He has spoken. 

 Many of you have had a loved one in the hospital.  And you are trying to figure out what is going on. 

  You know, you call.  You ask people.  You go to the hospital.  You ask the nurses. 

  Often, they will tell you, “The doctor said this or that.”  And you listen. 

  But then the doctor walks in and speaks. 

  It is not that all those other people were lying or didn’t say something worthwhile. 

  But now the doctor is there.  You listen to him.  He’s the one who will decide what happens. 

The prophets all spoke about God and what He says, what He wants. 

 But now God, the Son, has arrived and spoken.  Now we listen to Him because He will decide what happens. 

 

Why does the author call this “the last days?” 

 Because that is how the prophets spoke of the time when the Messiah would come. 

 And they spoke that way because when the Messiah would come was the beginning of the end times. 

 There is an end coming and we are living in these “last days” even later than they were 2,000 years ago. 

 One might say that Jesus is almost here, on His way back to draw all things to a close. 

 

God appointed Him “the heir of all things.” 

 This means that the Son has God’s authority, owns all that God has, speaks for God.  He is God. 

 

God “made the world” through Him, through the Son.  John 1:1-3 

 He made it.  He owns it.  He owns you!  John 10:11-12  He protects His own.  He has the right over His own. 

 

Jesus is now speaking.  Listen.  Listen even more attentively than you would the prophets. 

What does it mean to listen?  You read what He says in the Bible, the gospels, the whole New Testament. 

 I cannot overstate how important is Bible reading, study, listening, meditating… this message. 

 To think that you can be a Christian, grow in your faith, without knowing the Bible and feeding on it… 

 It’s like trying to grow up without eating.  You get all stunted, weak, and shriveled. 

You need the words of Jesus.  He is now speaking. 

 

II. The Son is God Himself, our Savior from sin. Hebrews 1:3-4 

We learn five things in verse 3 about the nature of the Son of God that confirm that He is God. 

Five things that prove His absolute superiority over angels. 

 Are angels cool?  Fearsome?  Amazing?  Powerful?  Radiant?  Sure.  But Jesus is more so. 

 

“He is the radiance of [God’s] glory.” = John 1:14  Jesus shows us the glory of God. 

 How?  Moses asked God to show him His glory.  Exodus 33:18-23 

 What happened?  What did God do?  Moses didn’t get to see much. 

 But what he hears was amazing.  Exodus 34:5-7  Then Moses worshipped. 

 What is God’s glory?  His loving grace and His perfect justice.  How can these fit together? 

 It makes no sense until one comes to the cross and the mercy, love, forgiveness meet His righteous justice. 

  On the Cross they meet and shine together as glorious truth, good news.  Even the angels were amazed. 

 

He is “the exact representation of His nature.” = Jesus and God are of the same essence. 

 Listen to John 14:7-11.  Jesus and God the Father are one.  John 1:18 

 If you want to know God, you look to Jesus, listen to Jesus.  He reveals the Father. 



 

He “upholds all things by the word of His power.” = Jesus is the one who keeps all this universe running. 

 Even physicists, in moments of honesty, wonder what makes all the energy and matter obey the physical laws. 

 Think about it.  He is the one who gives you life breath by breath and heartbeat by heartbeat. 

 He feeds the animals, makes it rain, gives life to babies.  He sustains everything all the time. 

 

“He had made purification of sins.” = Who could ever do this?!?  Who can make sinners clean? 

 We will discover in this book that burnt offerings and the blood of animals cannot do it, not effectively. 

 My efforts to atone for my sins certainly fall short. 

  Anyone who has done something bad and tried to apologize and make up for it… we know this. 

  I cannot undo my own sins.  I cannot ever make right wrongs committed.  I am not God. 

 Jesus is God.  On the Cross, He gave infinite perfect sinless flesh in my place for my sins. 

 He makes the payment that I could never make, and no one can say to Him, “It is not enough.”  Because it is. 

 

“He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” = I think of the pattern in the path of Jesus. 

 Philippians 2:5-11  This is the right way, the humble way, for anyone who claims leadership. 

 We know it in our hearts.  Humble, sacrificial leadership is the only right model.  We find it only in Jesus. 

 

Now from verse 6, “He has inherited a much better name than they.” = at His name every knee will bow. 

 I think of that awesome scene in Revelation 5:1-9. 

  The book is the book of the promises of God, the completion of His plan to save His people. 

  And who is worthy to open that book?  And how? 

  He is Jesus, God the Messiah, the Lion of Judah who is the perfect Lamb of God.  His name is worthy. 

 

III. The prophets tell us that Jesus is superior to angels. Hebrews 1:5-14 

The prophets in the Bible never speak of angels like they talk about God and His Messiah. 

It is a puzzle because, until Jesus showed up, people wondered how God could speak of the Messiah as God. 

 

In His sonship (vs. 5) 

The author here is quoting from Psalm 2:7-12 that we just read together earlier in the service. 

Then he quotes from 2 Samuel 7:14, a promise to David about His heir who will reign forever. 

 No angel gets this kind of billing.  No angel has this sort of special relationship with the Father. 

 

In His worship (vss. 6-7) 

Here he is quoting from Psalm 97:7 but if you read the psalm… 

 You would never think we are speaking of anything other than God Himself. 

Similarly in Psalm 104:4 that he quotes next.  The psalmist is talking about God, whom the angels serve. 

The writer of Hebrews is saying that these angels are serving and worshipping the Son of God. 

 

In His rulership (vss. 8-14) 

Verses 8-9 are quoting Psalm 45:6-7 which is part of a song celebrating the marriage of the king in Jerusalem. 

 But the writer of Hebrews provocatively takes this as a coronation of God Himself.  How can this be? 

 He also identifies the throne of the Anointed one as “forever and ever.” 

 Is the Davidic King God Himself? 

Verses 10-12 are from Psalm 102:25-27.  David is worshipping the Lord. 

 But the author of Hebrews sees these verses directed to the Son, the agent of creation. 

 No angel has this power over God’s creation.  Only God can do this. 

Finally verse 13 quotes Psalm 110, which every Jew knew was a Messianic prophesy.  Psalm 110:1-3 

 What angel ever gets this treatment from God?  Not one. 

 

Angels are only servants who do God’s bidding.  They only announce and observe the main event. 

That is what Jesus, the Son of God, does for those whom He loves and saves. 

He, the creator of this world, came into this world, to lay down His life for those in the world. 

He did this to do what no other being in the universe could have done.  He purchased those He loves for Himself. 


