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You have but to look at the world to see that it is not easy being human. 

 Loneliness and depression run rampant.  One might say that these feelings are the usual state of being. 

 We are born traumatically, we live imperfectly, often struggling, we die usually in some distress. 

 If we are honest, we must say that we need help.  In Biblical terms, we need a Savior. 

 It would be really good is we could have a Savior who knows how to do life really well. 

Jesus our Savior is the faithful Son of the Father. 

 We have seen already in Hebrews that Jesus is better than the angels, better than the prophets. 

 

I. Jesus frees us from death. Hebrews 2:14-15 

Death is scary, there is no way around it. 

When we are young, we don’t really think about it.  We don’t want to. 

No one really likes funerals. 

Even those who say that they are comfortable with their own death don’t really like to talk about it. 

 And when they are in a situation where death becomes a possibility, the strongest among us struggle. 

I have come to terms with the fact of my own inevitable death, but I don’t want to go through the process. 

 I’d like to get it over with quickly when it comes. 

I have found that the people around me do not like it when I talk about my own death. 

 

Just this past week I had another brush with my own death.  My family hates it when I have these episodes. 

 I was on a plane flying from Savannah Georgia to Chicago. 

 It was almost noon and I had been in atrial fibrillation since 5am.  I did not feel well. 

 I had taken some medicine to slow my heart and get it back into normal rhythm.  But I was exhausted. 

 I had some sort of reaction to the medication, lost consciousness, and had some kind of seizure. 

 For some 20 seconds my friend who was sitting next to me was shouting at me, trying to figure out… 

 The flight attendant’s face showed up, floating in front of me, asking if I was ok. 

 For the next, I don’t know, (10 minutes?) I was in a cold sweat, trying to breathe and to stay conscious. 

 I thought I was dying.  My only thoughts were prayers to God. 

 

Now and again, we will hear from people that death is natural. 

 That is a lie.  It isn’t.  God did not make us to die.  It is not part of the original design. 

 Death is a direct result of the curse resulting from sin.  It is ugly.  It is horrible. 

 Death is the separation of the spirit from the body. 

 I have been there, by the bedside of a loved one.  One minute they are there, a light in the eyes. 

  The next minute they are gone, their body a lifeless shell.  The person is no longer there. 

 Even when death comes as a relief, it is only because of the suffering that precedes it. 

 In the Bible, death is never a positive thing. 

 David speaks in the Psalms of  “the shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4) and “the terrors of death.” (Psalm 55:4) 

 Romans 5 tells us of the horrible reign of death from Adam until Moses. 

 Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15:26, calls death an “enemy.” 

 Jesus said, “Satan comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  

  I came that they might have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) 

 Why did Jesus weep by the grave of Lazarus?  After all, He knew He was going to raise him from the dead. 

  It is because He saw the horrible effect of death upon people who He loves. 

  Jesus does not like death.  He is the Lord of life. 

 I do not like death.  It has an unnatural power over all of us. 

 We human beings are under the unnatural power of death.  We are slaves to sin and death. 

Jesus came to free us.  And He did. 

 

Jesus broke the power of death.  Satan tried to kill Him and hold Jesus in his power and failed. 

Jesus died.  Then Jesus rose from the dead, for death could not hold Him in its power. 

Peter spoke in Acts 2:24, “God raised him up, putting an end to the agony of death,  

 because it was not possible for him to be held by it.” 



 

Now here in Hebrews 2 we read of what our Lord Jesus accomplished in His own death. 

 He became like us, flesh and blood, born, grew up, worked, cared for His mother, suffered, died. 

 He did this all so that He could break the power of death and rescue us from death. 

 So that, by living in Him, we would be freed from the fear of death. 

 

II. Jesus is our merciful and faithful High Priest. Hebrews 2:16-18 

What Jesus does for us, He does not do for angels.  Angels are His messengers, His servants.  Employees. 

 But you and I are His children.  He loves us.  He gives to us.  He has mercy on us.  He helps us. 

 How does Jesus help us?  In verses 17-18 we read of the current ministry of Jesus. 

 This is often neglected by Christians and teachers of the Bible. 

 When asked, what does Jesus do for you, we readily speak of forgiveness and His death on the Cross. 

 But what does it mean for you that Jesus lives, now, and reigns, and serves as Your High Priest? 

 

Do you know that, right now, Jesus is serving you in heaven before the throne of God? 

What does He do?  These two verses point out four aspects of the current ministry of Christ. 

1. He is faithful as a High Priest in God’s service. 

 This is in contrast to the many priests in the Bible who were not faithful to God. 

 They served their own interests and spent their time trying to become rich and popular. 

 But Jesus does what God wants Him to do, perfectly. 

2. He is merciful as a High Priest. 

 What does it mean that our Savior is merciful?  It is the opposite of rigid legalism. 

 Yes, Jesus upholds the Law of God, right and wrong, good and evil. 

 But He is always looking for a soft humble heart, confession of sin, and repentance. 

 You are never to far gone for Jesus.  He is seeking the lost lonely sheep. 

 No matter how messed up you are, no matter how serious your sin, Jesus always offers a way back. 

 You might think that you are a messed up, terrible person.  Everyone might think that. 

 Jesus invites you to come to Him, give Him your sins, find forgiveness, and begin a new day. 

3. He offers Himself for you as your High Priest. 

 Jesus serves “to make propitiation” for your sins.  The NIV reads “that He might make atonement…” 

 The KJV reads “to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” 

 The focus of this word here is on the application of Jesus’ Cross work to us in the present. 

 That the accuser of the brethren, Satan, comes into the presence of God… 

  and says about you that you deserve for your sins the judgment of God, death, and hell. 

 But then Jesus, your High Priest steps forward and claims you as His own. 

 He declares that because you are His, your trust placed in Him as your Savior… 

  your sins have been completely paid for by His atoning death on the Cross. 

 He is both our High Priest and the sufficient perfect sacrifice for our sins. 

 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1) 

4. He comes to your aid when you are tempted. (vs. 18) 

 Having your sins paid for by Jesus your High Priest is not the end of the story. 

 You are called to live for Jesus Christ and sin no more, to walk in His righteousness. 

 You cannot say that you belong to Christ, claim forgiveness, and then follow your own sinful desires. 

 You must fight the battle every day against temptation, and in Christ you can succeed in that battle. 

 You do not have to roll over and submit to every lie and sin that comes along. 

 How can you live not according to your sins and desires?  How can you live the new life? 

 Jesus helps you.  He knows about resisting temptation.  He had to face it just like us. 

 In fact, He faced temptation in every way to the greatest extent.  He understands. 

 So, when you are tempted you cry out to Jesus, “Help me to follow You.  Show me the way.” 

 Jesus always answers this prayer.  He will come to your aid. 

 

Every day, all the time, Jesus is there when you need Him. 

As we read in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,  

 and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 



 

III. Jesus is greater even than Moses. Hebrews 3:1-6 

These six verses apply a metaphor to the ministry of Jesus Christ.  It is the metaphor of a house. 

Realize that the meaning of “house” is not that of merely a building. 

Even today we speak of a family as a house. 

What is the household of John Mochel?  Well of course it includes our home in Beresford. 

 However, that is but a location.  The household consists primarily of people. 

 It includes Nancy, then Jonathan and his wife Taylor, Jack and Lucy. 

 It includes Emily, Julia and her husband Nathan, and Katie… and whoever else might come along later. 

 

The house of God is primarily people.  We see that in this passage. (vs. 6) 

Notice that this chapter begins with a description of the recipients of the letter.  It is an important description. 

 “holy brethren” = You and I are God’s holy people. 

   1 Corinthians 3:17 

   Ephesians 2:21 

   1 Peter 2:5-9 

  This means that we are special to God, set apart for Himself and for His purpose. 

  If you believe in Jesus, love Him and obey Him, you are different than the rest of the world. 

  Sometimes you will feel this difference acutely.  Sometimes it will make life difficult. 

  But it is a great blessing… to be God’s special people. 

 “partakers of a heavenly calling” = Jesus has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

  He called.  Maybe He is calling you today. 

  There was a moment in your life when you first heard His call. 

  Maybe a song.  Maybe a sermon.  Maybe a moment in life where you first thought of God. 

  There you were and you knew that God wanted you to be His and follow Him. 

  He called and you said “yes.” 

  Of course, it has not made life easier.  But it has made it better. 

  Most of all it makes your destiny heaven forever. 

 

God’s house is God’s people. 

God’s house has had many servants, of whom Moses is one of the greatest. 

 Through Moses God saved His people from Egypt and gave them His Law. 

  Moses is the first great prophet of God.  For good reason the Jews of the first century honored Moses. 

 But Moses did not build the house, the people of God.  He served in it under God’s direction. 

 

Jesus, on the other hand is the Son of the builder of the house. 

As Son of the Father, He also carries out the construction of the people of God. 

Thus, He is worthy of all the honor of God the Father. 

And He is worthy of your faithful obedience… which is where the rest of the chapter goes. 

 

God is now building His house, you and I, His special people, called through Jesus Christ. 

So, right now, Jesus Christ is reigning as our faithful High Priest. 

 He is inviting you to come to Him in prayer, to confess sin, repent, and experience His mercy. 

 He is asking you to depend entirely upon His sacrifice for your sins to be righteous before God. 

 And He is insisting that you look to Him for help when you are tempted, so that you will not sin. 

All this is because you are His, partakers of a heavenly calling. 

 

Because of Jesus, you have a destiny beyond this world, not defined by death, but rather life forever. 


