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1. What’s a rule or "guardrail" you had growing up that you didn’t understand until later?

The sermon emphasized four essential moral guardrails—conscience, family, government, and
the church—to preserve truth and order in society. Our conscience, meant to guide us with
God’s truth, can become misinformed when separated from Scripture. The breakdown of the
family has contributed to moral confusion, with culture often redefining right and wrong apart
from biblical values. Government was designed by God not to provide everything, but to punish
evil and reward good—yet its role is being distorted. The church, called to be the salt of the
earth, must regain its preserving influence by living unified, holy lives that resist cultural decay. If
we want to see national change, it must start with individual change.

Read Micah 6:8
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

2. Did anything in the sermon shift how you view God'’s standards for living?

Read Deuteronomy 10:12-13

“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God,
to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which | am commanding
you today for your good?”

Deuteronomy was written as Moses’ final message to Israel before they entered the Promised
Land. In chapter 10, he reminds the people of God’s covenant and calls them to live by His
standards—not just outwardly, but with wholehearted devotion. These verses reflect the heart of
the sermon by showing that true moral living begins with fearing God, walking in His ways, and
keeping His commands—God’s original “guardrails” for a flourishing life and society.

3. Where have you noticed a breakdown in one of these guardrails in your own life?

Read Colossians 3:12-17

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any
of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the
message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your



hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

As our culture increasingly drifts from God’s standards, it's normal to feel pressure or even
conflict when biblical values don’t align with what’s accepted around us. This tension often
reveals where our faith is being tested and where we’re called to stand firm in truth and grace. It
can also be a reminder that we are called to live differently—set apart, not conformed.

4. Where do you feel tension between biblical values and cultural norms?

Read Matthew 5:13
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It
is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.”

When Jesus calls us the "salt of the earth," He’s saying that our lives should preserve truth, add
godly influence, and prevent moral decay in the world around us. Just as salt was used in
ancient times to preserve food and give it flavor, we are called to live in a way that reflects God's
character and slows the spread of corruption. If we lose that distinctiveness—our “saltiness™—
we risk becoming ineffective in our withess and influence for Christ.

5. What does it look like for you personally to be “salt” in your community?

Closing/Prayer:
e Pray for a conscience aligned with God's truth.
e Pray for strength and healing in our families.
e Pray for wisdom and courage to live rightly under authority.
e Pray for the Church to be bold, unified, and preserving in a decaying world.



