
The Greatest Love Story 
Discussion Notes - July 26, 2026 

 
1. If you had to describe your spiritual life in terms of wedding preparation, what stage 
would you be in right now, and why? 

 
This sermon traces the greatest love story ever told: the story of Jesus Christ as the Groom and 
the Church as His Bride. From the first wedding in the Garden of Eden to the final Marriage of 
the Lamb in Revelation, the entire Bible is framed around this love story. Christ the Groom 
suffered brutally for His Bride, then went away to prepare a place for her in His Father's house. 
He has sent out the invitation to His wedding feast, but many refuse, distracted by farms, 
businesses, and the busyness of life. The sermon warns that a wedding garment is required for 
entry and those without one will be cast out into darkness. It closes with an urgent call: stay 
awake, keep your garments on, and be ready for the Groom's return. 
 
Read John 14:1-3 
"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also." (ESV) 
 
In first-century Jewish betrothal custom, after a young man's marriage proposal was accepted, 
he would return to his father's house to build or prepare a room, often an addition to the family 
home, for his bride. This process could take a year or more, and the bride never knew exactly 
when he would return. Only the father determined when the room was ready and the groom 
could go retrieve her. Jesus uses this exact picture to describe His departure and His promised 
return. His words "I go to prepare a place for you" were not a vague comfort; they were a 
binding betrothal promise His audience would have understood completely. 
 

2. What does it mean to you personally that Jesus described His return using the image 
of a groom coming back for his bride? How does knowing He is actively preparing a 
place for you change the way you wait for Him? 

 
Read Matthew 25:1-5 
"Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept." (ESV) 
 
This parable, told by Jesus in the context of His return, describes ten young women waiting for 
the bridegroom at a wedding feast. In first-century Jewish weddings, the groom would arrive at 
night, often unexpectedly, and the bridesmaids needed lit lamps to escort the procession. The 
five foolish virgins were not evil or rebellious; they simply did not prepare enough. They looked 
ready on the outside but had nothing to sustain them when the moment came. Oil in Scripture is 
frequently associated with the Holy Spirit, an inner resource that cannot be borrowed or 
transferred. No one can be spiritually ready on someone else's behalf. 
 

3. The five foolish virgins were not wicked; they just were not prepared. What areas of 
your spiritual life might be running low right now? What does it look like practically for 
you to keep your lamp filled? 

 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8 
"But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all 
children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us 



not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at 
night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be 
sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation." 
(ESV) 
 
Paul writes to the Thessalonian church, a community deeply concerned about the return of 
Christ, and reframes readiness not as anxious watching but as identity. He does not say the 
Day of the Lord will not catch people off guard. He says it will not catch them off guard, because 
of who they are. "Children of light" is not an aspiration; it is a declaration of what they already 
are in Christ. Staying awake flows out of that identity. Readiness is not primarily about tracking 
signs and seasons. It is about living in a way that is consistent with who you already belong to. 
 

4. The sermon warns that if the devil cannot make us bad, he will make us busy. What is 
the difference between being spiritually active and being spiritually ready? How can 
someone look busy for God but still be caught unprepared at His return? 

 
Read Revelation 16:15 
"Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments 
on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!" (ESV) 
 
This verse appears suddenly in the middle of the bowl judgments, a dramatic interruption from 
Christ Himself, spoken directly into one of the darkest passages in all of Scripture. Garments in 
biblical culture represented both identity and honor. To be found without them was to be 
exposed, vulnerable, and shamed. In Matthew 22, the man without a wedding garment was 
bound hand and foot and cast into outer darkness. The garment here represents the 
righteousness of Christ, something received and not earned, and yet the verse makes clear that 
we are responsible to keep it on. Readiness is not a one-time decision; it is a daily posture. 
 

5. What is one specific, concrete step you can take this week to stay awake and keep 
your garments on? What does that look like in your actual daily life? 

 
Prayer Points 
Thank God for the invitation to the Lamb's wedding feast and for the covering of Christ's 
righteousness. 
Pray for spiritual alertness and readiness for your group and your families this week. 
Pray for those who have heard the invitation but have not yet responded, that God would soften 
their hearts before it is too late. 
 
 

DEEPER DIVE: The Millennium, The Honeymoon That Never Ends 
 
The sermon asked us to stay ready for the Groom's return. But what are we actually getting 
ready for? Revelation 19 gives us the wedding, and Revelation 20 gives us what comes next: a 
thousand-year reign of Christ on earth where everything broken gets restored, justice finally 
wins, and those who belong to Him get to serve in His kingdom. Understanding what is coming 
makes it a lot easier to stay ready for it. 
 
Read Revelation 20:4 
"Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus 
and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for 
a thousand years." (ESV) 
 



The Millennium is not a passive reward. It is an active, Christ-centered kingdom, and God 
entrusts His faithful people with real responsibilities within it. The phrase "reigned with Christ" 
does not mean believers have authority of their own; it means Christ the King chooses to use 
those who have been faithful as servants in His kingdom. Jesus illustrates this in Luke 19: the 
servant who was faithful with a little was trusted with more. What we do with what God gives us 
now is connected to how He uses us then. Faithfulness today has weight that stretches into 
eternity. 
 
Read Isaiah 11:6-9 
"The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the 
calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and 
the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." (ESV) 
 
Everything that feels wrong about this world, the violence, the fear, the brokenness in people 
and in creation, is going to be undone. Isaiah describes a world where a child can play next to a 
cobra and nothing bad happens. Where predators and prey lie down together in peace. Where 
the whole earth is full of the knowledge of God the way water fills the ocean. This is not wishful 
thinking. It is a promise from God. He is going to restore everything that sin broke, right down to 
the animals. 
 
Read Micah 4:1-2 
"It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and it shall be lifted up above the hills; and peoples 
shall flow to it, and many nations shall come, and say: 'Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths.' For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem." (ESV) 
 
We live in a world where people argue about everything and trust almost no one. But Micah 
shows us a day when the nations will not have to be convinced or persuaded to come to God. 
They will want to come. They will say to each other, "Let's go." Isaiah 32:1 adds to this picture: 
"a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule in justice." No corruption. No spin. No 
abuse of power. Just a world finally governed the way every human heart has always wanted 
the world to be governed, under the perfect and righteous rule of Christ. 
 
Deeper Dive Discussion Questions 
 

1. Revelation 20 shows that God entrusts His faithful people with a place of service in 
His kingdom, and what we are given then is connected to our faithfulness now. Does 
that change how you think about the small, everyday things God has put in your hands 
right now? 

 
2. Isaiah 11 promises a world where God restores everything that sin broke, even nature 
itself. What is one thing about this broken world that you most look forward to God 
making right? 

 
3. Micah 4 shows a future where people eagerly run toward God and want to learn His 
ways. What do you think holds people back from that today, and what is one thing you 
could do this week to point someone in that direction? 


