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Otherwise 
The Other Son 

Luke 15:11-32 NIV84

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.  12The younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between 
them.  13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  14After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in 
need.  15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 
his fields to feed pigs.  16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 
eating, but no one gave him anything.  17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  
18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you.  19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like 
one of your hired servants.’  20So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to 
his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’  22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on 
him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.  25“Meanwhile, the older son was in 
the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing.  26So he called 
one of the servants and asked him what was going on.  27‘Your brother has come,’ he 
replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and 
sound.’  28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out 
and pleaded with him.  29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young 
goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  30But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for 
him!’  31“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours.  32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 




The Younger Son (Luke 15:11-27) 
·        Selfish

·        Self-Focused

·        Impatient

·        Squandering & wandering

·        Reckless

·        Irresponsible

·        Risk Taking

·        Unrighteous


The Older Son (Luke 15:28-31) 
·        Responsible

·        Risk-adverse

·        Reliable

·        Righteous


After the brother returned he was: 
·        Angry (v.28)

·        Distant (v.28b “refused to go in”)

·        Disillusioned (comparison leads to 

         disillusionment)

·        Disowned his brother (v.30 “this son  
         of yours”)

·        Sense of contempt for his brother

·        Jealousy (Fear of losing the 

         Father’s love…possibly wondering 

         who the father loved more) 

These are all human emotions and feelings that we all may have, and understandably 
so.


Many have read this story and have interpreted it as a lesson in God’s amazing grace. 


• The fact that the son is so warmly received by is the story of us coming back 
to the heavenly father. 


• The fact that the father ran to meet his son is a lesson of how much our 
heavenly father longs for us to return to him. 


The Trilogy of parables in Luke 15:


	 v. 1-7, The shepherd’s lost sheep

	 v. 8-10, The woman’s lost coin

	 v. 11-32, The father’s lost sons


“The point of Luke chapter 15 is to remind us of this one truth: Lost people matter to 
God.”


Question:  “How many of you are recipients of God coming to chase you and rescue 
you from a mess you’ve been caught in?”


Even when we WILLINGLY choose to run from God and NOT honor him, and yet still 
longs with compassion to receive us back into his arms.




Today, we will look at the story from the point of view of the older brother. 


•  Many Christians recognize the grace of the Father for the person who has an 
amazing testimony.  

• Many of us hang on to that story of the woman who cried at Jesus’ feet in Luke 7: 
36-50 and dried her tears with her hair (v.38, 44), where Jesus declares that:  

Luke 7:47  NIV84

[Jesus speaking]. “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven -- for she loves much. But he who has been forgiven little, 
loves little.”


• I have a testimony of how God saved me and many of you have testimonies of 
how God saved you! 

• God’s grace and the Father’s love is so great, that you are welcomed back home 
to receive the celebration that comes with repentance.  

Question: What about the testimony of the faithful, the responsible, the reliable, the 
none trouble making brother?  What about the testimony of the person who faithfully 
worships Christ?

 

·        What about the person who:

 


o    never went to prison

o   never got drunk

o   never had abortions

o   never slept around

o   saved themselves for marriage while being mocked by morally 

     wretched friends

o   has no baby mama drama

o   no kids out of wedlock,

o   never got a divorce, and

o   Has no stories of hookers, whorehouses, or running the streets doing 

     drugs and all kinds of lasciviousness?


Do those people exist?! 


	 This is why we say that Bridgeway is a HOSPITAL, a HOTEL, a HEALTH 	 

	 CLUB, and a HOME.




 

We used to joke around here about the kind of people who are “Perfect for 
Bridgeway!” If you’ve been divorced, promiscuous, addicted, bankrupt, or just 
burned out on life and church, then you are PERFECT FOR BRIDGEWAY!


 

	 That’s why we sing:

	 	 Give thanks with a grateful heart. 

	 	 Give thanks to the Holy One. 

	 	 Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His son. 

	 	 And now, let the weak say I am strong, 

	 	 let the poor say I am rich, 

	 	 because of what the Lord has done for us…Give thanks”


Questions:

What happens when you have NO street cred when it comes to immoral living and 
criminal behavior?

What happens when you are the “stay @ home” dork, nerd, just a no-name faithful 
follower of Jesus Christ who knows you’re not perfect, but darn-it YOU TRY!?

 


3 Affirmations from the Father  

Luke 15:31 NIV84

‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours.


“I want you to notice that the father not only ran to the edge of the property to receive 
his younger son, but when he heard his boy was out there hurting, he ran out to the 
barn to find his son and pleaded with him as well.”


1.      THE FATHER AFFIRMED WHO THE SON WAS (“My son” v. 31a)


• “You are still my beloved child and that will never change!”  

• We have to remind our children who they are in relation to us 

• I often reminded my children that they are Andersons (We’re not the Jones, 
Johnsons, or Jacksons)




• I tell them that people call me many things (David, DA, Dr. Anderson, pastor, 
brother, son, etc., but only you can call me “dad”...your father!) 

2.      THE FATHER AFFIRMED WHAT THE SON DID WELL (“You are always with me” v. 
31b)


• You are always with me and I recognize your loyal faithfulness! 

• Nothing can separate you from my love! (Romans 8:39) 

Romans 8:38-39 NIV84

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


• I have enough love and affirmation for the both of you, son 

• The father is wanting the elder son to know “I haven’t forgotten you.” 

“Maybe you’ve been the faithful one, the one that has been more reliable and 
responsible.  I want you to know that God sees your loyal faithfulness and he 
hasn’t forgotten you.”


• You are always with me and I am always with you 

 

3.      THE FATHER AFFIRM THE SON’S INHERITANCE & HERITAGE (“Everything I have 
is yours” v. 31c)

 

• “You still have all that is mine!”  -  My heritage is your heritage 

• Pass on all that you have to your kids - Make sure that they are set up for the 
future




• “You [older son] have lost nothing of mine [the father]” (materially, spiritually or 
relationally)


“Get all you can get from your heritage, children.  Whether you’re a small child or 
whether you’re a teenager or whether you’re an adult child, get all that you can from 
your heritage.  Listen to every story that you can, ask every question from your parents 
and your grandparents that you can because you may not always have them…”


• The younger son got his “inheritance” already. It is spent. 


• But the older son got the “heritage” (he got more than money) 

4 Practical Applications for Healthy Family Dynamics 

1. ADJUST YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD YOUR SIBLINGS  

• You imperfect siblings are still your siblings! 

• Just like the parents have grace for each of you, you have grace for each of your 
siblings. 

• Family really matters, friends! 

• Sibling rivalry is something the devil revels in because he knows that it breaks up 
the family and kills the hearts of the parents.  

• Even if the relationship is a bad one or the sibling is toxic, adjust your attitude to 
one of prayer and not one of contempt.


• Action step:  Maybe you should just call and check on your siblings 



2. SERVE YOUR FATHER (& Family) FOR THE RIGHT REASONS 


• “But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 
celebrate with my friend.” (v. 29) 

“Serving your father and your mother is a great privilege that God gives you for a 
period of time in your life before they pass on.  You do it, not for pay…but you do it for 
the right reason.”


• Obedience doesn’t always give us the immediate gratification we want, but it is 
the right thing to do 

• Obedience doesn’t get us many rewards or great testimonies on earth with stories 
of dramatic turnarounds of repentance, but let me tell you what the benefits of 
obedience over time:  

PEACE!!


• Peace is what the younger son lost until he came back home 

• Peace is what the older son kept, he never lost it 

• Sin brings immediate gratification, but long obedience in the right direction brings 
peace and calm that money can’t buy.  

• Many people give up peace for the party only to realize how much they 
squandered, lost, and broke along the way 

 

3. INSTRUCT YOUR CHILDREN TOWARD WHAT IS RIGHT 

• Jesus then says in verse 32 [Father talking to older son]  “but we had to celebrate 
and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again, he was 
lost and is found.” (v.32)  

• He is still your brother (“this brother of yours” v.32) 

• All parents know that you can’t make your kids do what is right after a certain 
age, but you can “instruct them toward what’s right”  



4. ACKNOWLEDGE THE NEGATIVE IMPACT YOUR BEHAVIOR HAS HAD ON YOUR 
FAMILY  

• When we act out we don’t realize the negative impact it has on our siblings, our 
parents, and their finances 

• Apologize, if appropriate


• Tell your parents how much you appreciate them 

• Some of your parents have put up with a whole lot of your (fill in the blank) 

• Thank them in person or in prayer if they are no long living! 

These 4 Applications start with a word that spells something very special! 


A. djust 

S. erve

I.  nstruct

A. cknowledge!


Yep, when you think it’s all about you, boys, then God humbles you and givers you a 
sister! ASIA! NOW, it’s all about her! :-)


Matthew 3:17 NIV84

and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased.”
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