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TODAY marks the beginning of a new 5-week series entitled THRESHOLD. 

This series will be exploring the question: HOW DO YOU NAVIGATE THE 

DIFFERENT TRANSITIONS, DECISIONS, AND DOORS THAT ARE BEFORE YOU IN 

LIFE? 

Today's sermon is The Only Door! 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Doors are entry and exit portals that we use every day to navigate different 

spaces. We cross thresholds from one space to another as we proceed through 

our daily lives. In order to get from one space to the next, doors are usually the 

mechanisms through which we must pass.  

Whether bedroom or bathroom doors, house or car doors, elevator doors or 

office doors, we all have traversed multiple doors in our lives. 

 

Question:  Have you ever thought about the number of doors you have gone 

through just since you have awakened today?  

Probably more than you have realized. Count them. Bedroom, 

bathroom, shower, closet, house/apartment, car, church lobby, etc. 

 

While physical doors become entry, exit, and access points into and between 

spaces, what about spiritual portals of access? What about spiritual doors? 

● How can we be more thoughtful about the biblical doors and passageways 

in our lives in order to become mature & mighty as believers in Christ? 



● How can we have  greater discernment in what doors we walk through so 

that we experience His abundance, deliverance, and divine protection in our 

lives? 

● There are so many doors in life that become opportunities, but how do we 

know which ones to walk through and which ones do we walk away from? 

● Just because a door is open doesn't mean that we should walk through it. 

● There are pretty girl doors. 

● Handsome men doors. 

● Good job offer doors. 

● financial opportunity doors,  

● career doors,  

● ministry doors,  

● money doors,  

● recreation doors,  

● relationship doors 

 

Before the war in Ukraine I built a relationship with Pastor Vlad, a Russian man 

living and ministering in Ukraine. Once the war broke out he asked me to pray 

about whether or not to travel to Eastern Europe and minister to refugees coming 

out of Ukraine.  I had to pray and ask the Lord if this is a door I should walk 

through. Our safety could not be guaranteed so we had to take this seriously.  

 

You and I have important decisions facing us all the time. It may not be about 

going to Ukraine, but it may be about other important choices that are before 

you.  Friendships, dating, sexual intimacy, marriage, career, purchasing a home, 

the church to attend, faith, whether or not to have a child or another child. 

Question:  How do we discern what doors to walk through and which ones to 

not walk through? 

 

The Door of Jesus Christ 
The first and most important door for me to tell you about today is the door of 

Jesus Christ. 



Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, "Seek FIRST the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well." 

 

In other words, the first and most important decision you can make, or the door 

that you can walk through, before all others is your relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

John 10:7-10 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 

have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 

saved.[a] They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it 

to the full. 

● Jesus said in John 10:7 "I am the gate" or "I am the door". 

● In John 10:9 Jesus says, “ I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 

saved. (THAT’S A PROMISE!) 

● He goes on to say: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 

come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10) 

 

Jesus also says later on in scripture in John 14:6, I am the way, the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the father except through me. 

"I am THE way (not A way), THE truth (not A truth), and THE life (not A life).” John 

14:6  

 

Our door to our eternal destiny starts with our relationship with Christ. And that 

relationship with God starts with Jesus Christ.  

 

There is a difference between religion and a relationship.  

● Religion is about humankind trying to get to God. There are many religions 

attempting to find God, relate to God, access God, and find favor with God. 

Christianity is not a religion in the sense of humans trying to get to God, 

access God, or even obey God. Christianty is about God getting to us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2010&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26491a


Christianity is about God making the first move and initiating a relationship 

with us. 

God sent His one and only son, Jesus, from heaven to become a human and 

live the human experience like we do. Then, Jesus, having lived a perfect 

life, died a cruel death on the cross, paying the penalty for all of our sins 

against a Holy God.  

● “God made him who knew NO sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

After dying that cruel death, becoming sin for us, He then he rose again 

from the dead. Beating all the things that the enemy could throw at him 

including separation from God, so that we can rise again from the dead to 

have eternal life as well if we would accept Him by faith. 

 

God did all of this out of love. Out of his pure imagination. That one day he 

could be reconciled to humankind through relationship if we could only get rid 

of that sin problem. That thing that separates a holy God from people who 

have offended that God. And the way he did it was through His son Jesus 

Christ. He did not offer the gift of eternal life through Mohammed, Buddha, or 

Confusious, or any other religion. It was only through Jesus Christ. So to 

choose anyone else might be respectful or noble, but its not eternal life. 

Because that’s only offered through the door of Jesus Christ.  

God so loved the world that He gave his one and only son that who so ever 

believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).  

It’s a relationship he wants with you, not a religion 

Its because of this sacrifice that the door is opened for human beings to have a 

relationship with God.  

Jesus says I am the door. The door is open for you. If you walk through me you 

can walk with me into eternity. There is no other door. He offers it to all 

humankind. Regardless of your color, class, culture, age, sexual orientation, your 

zip code, your age, gender, education level. 

 



DO vs. DONE 

I once heard it said this way: Religion is spelled DO! 

Humankind is trying to get to God by DOing something or by NOT DOing 

something 

By being a moral person, by giving money to the church, by following the 10 

commandments, by having your good works on earth outweigh your bad works, 

by getting Christened as a baby or baptized in water, by not doing drugs, having 

sex outside of marriage, or killing another human being 

While all of the things I just mentioned are good and really helpful for society 

(and, indeed, we should be good people & good citizens), none of these things 

guarantee a relationship with God or citizenship in heaven. 

 

While religion is spelled D.O., Christianity is spelled D.O.N.E.! 

Our relationship with God is based on what Jesus has DONE for us on the cross. 

When we place our faith in what Jesus has done for us, we come into a 

relationship with God.Once we walk through the door of faith in Christ we walk 

right into the arms of God. 

 

One Way to the Father 

There is no other door that leads into the arms of God the father. 

● There is no other religious door that will lead you directly into the presence 

of God the Father. 

○ While there are many doors of religion and philosophy that lead to 

Jesus Christ JESUS IS THE ONLY DOOR TO GOD THE FATHER 

○ Every one of us has a different story as to how we’ve gotten to 

Jesus. Some through reading scripture, some through dreams and 

visions, some through hearing from a friend or family member. 

○ It is your decision about Jesus that affects your entire eternity 

○ No other decision matters for your eternity, if you walk away from 

Jesus.  



 

Jesus said, "I am THE way (not A way), THE truth (not A truth), I am THE life (not A 

life).” John 14:6  

 

Then there is horrifyingly & terrible truth that follows that: "NO ONE comes to the 

Father except through me!" 

Its your decision about Jesus that effects your entire eternity.  Every other door of 

faith, reason, or philosophy will lead to a cliff in the afterlife that falls straight into 

the abyss of separation from God forever. 

Some people get upset about this. That Jesus would say he is the only way. But 

what this scripture is really saying is that God loved you so much that He actually 

provided you a door. 

Don’t get upset that he’s the only door. Be thankful that he even provided a door. 

 

Question:  Can you imagine if there were NO doorway for salvation? Can you 

imagine if God didn't love us enough to provide a way back to him 

after all of our sinful ways? 

● "Salvation is found in no other name." (Acts 4:12) 

● "And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 

Son. 12 He who has the son has life; he who does not have the son of God 

does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 

son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life." (1 John 5:11-

13) 
 

I am going to give you an opportunity to walk through the door of faith in Christ. 

With your body, mind, and heart to demonstrate your decision to follow Christ.  

I also want to speak to another group of people. Those that have walked 

through the door of Christ but have since walked away from Him. 

Colossians 2:6-7. "So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to 

live ("peri-pateo" meaning "walk" or "forward motion") in him  rooted and built up 



in him, strengthen in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thankfulness." (Colossians 2:6-7) 

Walk alongside of Him as He walks along side of you. Being rooted, built up, and 

strengthened are ways that we can grow in discipleship to be mature and mighty 

in Christ 

 

3 IDEOLOGIES that will Pull You Away from your Walk with 

Christ 

Vs 8 shares a warning 

● Verse 8 says "See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and 

deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic 

principles of this world rather than on Christ." (Colossians 2:8) 

 

1. HOLLOW & DECEPTIVE PHILOSOPHIES (8a) 

● Buddhist, new age religion, universalism, spiritism, spiritualism ("I believe in 

God, not Jesus"),  

● 12 steps are good to get you out of addiction but the higher power they are 

directing you to has got to lead you to Jesus. You can be sober but still be in 

hell.  

● Tik tok preachers teaching that they don't believe in hell anymore. They 

choose to believe in Heaven, blessings, the goodness & grace of God, but 

deny his righteousness, any consequences for sin, and definitely no eternal 

punishment. That is as bad as the slave bible that took out all the passage 

related to the Israelites being set free from Egyptian slavery, and any 

references to being "free in Christ". 

● Hollow and deceptive philosophies where you keep all the parts of the bible 

that you like but remove the parts that you don’t like.  

2. HUMAN TRADITION (8b) 



● Family, cultural, and ethnic traditions. Everything about your family, 

culture, or ethnicity may not be good. Just because your family believes it, 

did it, engaged in it doesn't make it right. 

● Just because your family tradition is that everybody gets drunk at 

Thanksgiving; or just because every Friday the co-workers get wasted and 

flirty; or just because Sunday mornings your family tradition is to play 

sports doesn't mean that you can't break that human tradition in order to 

"walk with Christ"! 

● Just because it is the tradition of your job for people to work every day of 

the week, including Sunday, and to never take a Sabbath, doesn’t mean 

that you have to take part in it as well.  

 

3. BASIC PRINCIPLES of this WORLD (8c) 

● This world has its own principles of "the first shall be first and the last shall 

be last." 

● Or, Step on other people to get to the top. When you get there you can 

become a philanthropist to give back, but get there by any means 

necessary. That will make your guilt feel better.  

● Or, the more money you make the happier you will be. The less money you 

donate to God's work the better manager of your money you are. 

● Or, Love yourself above others 

● Forgive because it's good for YOU, not because you were forgiven by God. 

You shouldn’t forgive because it’s good for you. It might be beneficial for 

me to forgive, but that’s not why I do it.  

● Do what you want, don't do what you don't feel like doing 

● Sacrificing for Christ and denying yourself anything is definitely not in 

vogue, but speaking "your truth" is totally trending. What is that anyway? 

"MY Truth! You don't have A truth apart from THE truth. My truth is 

messed up by my motives, my sin, & my body.  

Don’t let these multiple ideologies get you messed up.  

 



Saying I love Jesus just not the church is like saying I like you but not your bride. 

Jesus died for his church. One day the church will be presented without a spot or 

wrinkle but in the meantime His bride will not be perfect.  

Don’t hate the church so much that you use that as an excuse to walk out on 

Christ.  

The scriptures ask…  

Question:  Who cut in on you? 

Galatians 3:1; 15a; 5:7 

● "You foolish Galatians! Who has betwitched you? Before your very eyes 

Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed before you as crucified.  

● "What has happened to all your joy?" (Galatians 4:15a) 

● "You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from 

obeying the truth?" (Galatians 5:7) 

Listen to me, Christ has never walked out on you!  

Question: If you feel distance between you and Christ, who do you think 

moved? 

Answer:  It wasn't Jesus! 

He is still there where you left, having quiet times with him. 

He is still there beside the bed where you used to pray at night. 

He is still there before every meal when you used to pause to give him 

thanks! 

 Jesus is still there. 

 

A Call to Respond 

Now is the time to respond to Christ’s invitation to for you to walk through the 

door of faith.  

This invitation is for those who are trusting Christ for the first time as well as for 

those that have walked away to return to Him. 



Who wants to walk through the door to walk in relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Today is the day of Salvation. If the Holy Spirit is tugging on your heart. Make the 

decision to follow Christ right where you are. The most important decision you 

will make is the one that will lead you through the door of salvation.  

There is a day when the door will be closed, so seek the Lord while He may be 

found.  

Thank you for the door of Jesus Christ. 


