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Living a MAKE IT BETTER Life:

“10 Commandments to Make You Better” (Part I)

The 10 COMMANDMENTS! Have you heard of them? The Big Ten!

Exodus 20:1-17 (NIV84):

● Love GOD (the first 4 commandments)
○ A. “No other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3)
○ B. “No idols” (Ex. 20:4-6)
○ C. “No misusing the Lord's name” (Ex. 20:7)
○ D. “Remember the Sabbath day” (Ex. 20:8-10)

● Love PEOPLE (the last 6 commandments)
○ E. “Honor your parents” (Ex. 20:12)
○ F. “Do not murder” (Ex. 20:13)
○ G. “Do not commit Adultery” (Ex. 20:14)
○ H. “Do not steal” (Ex. 20:15)
○ I. “Do not give false testimony” (Ex. 20:16)
○ J. “Do not covet” (Ex. 20:17)

Main Idea:

A BETTER begins and extends when we accept the call of God and obey

the commands of God!

God CALLED Moses to the top of the mountain, according to Exodus 19. When God calls you,
it can be a fearful thing. I want to take some time to talk to those of you who are called by God.
You know that God has called you very specifically beyond the call of salvation…
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● He has called you to ministry.
● He has called you to a specific work.
● He has called you to marketplace ministry or church ministry or prophetic ministry, or

evangelism ministry, or pastoral ministry.

But called, you are!

Before we get to the commandments which will simply review today and double click on next
week, I want you to see what is proceeding the commandments. God, specifically, calls Moses,
gives him instructions about how the people are to cleanse themselves, consecrate themselves,
and then come to the foot of Mount Sinai. Let’s look at 2 Observations worth pressing in on.

Observations:

I. THE CALL OF GOD (Exodus 10:20-25)

“The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the
mountain. So Moses went up 21 and the Lord said to him, ‘Go down and warn the people
so they do not force their way through to see the Lord and many of them perish. 22 Even
the priests, who approach the Lord, must consecrate themselves, or the Lord will break
out against them. 23 Moses said to the Lord, ``The people cannot come up Mount Sinai,
because you yourself warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as
holy.’ 24 The Lord replied, go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the
people must not force their way through to come up to the Lord, or he will break out
against them. 25 So Moses went down to the people and told them.”

(Exodus 10:20-25 NIV84)

● First, when God calls, He is calling you unto Himself.

That, in and of itself, is amazing. To have a Holy God call and choose you for a "word" and a
"work" is humbling, fearful, and somewhat overwhelming. This isn't the CEO of your company
calling you, nor is it the president of your country, the chief of your village, or the royal king of
your nation. Even that would be a nerve-wracking honor, a humbling opportunity, and a
reverential episode of very high value.
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Yet, here we have the King of the world calling Moses, the creator of the universe, the God of all
gods, and the King of all kings summoning Moses unto His presence. Can you imagine?

Let that sink in.

When God calls, it is the Almighty Sovereign of the Universe that beckons us to come

● Second, when God calls you, He is calling you away from the crowd.

In order for Moses to respond to God, he had to be separated from the crowd of people. As a
leader, this is not always easy because you want to be liked by the people, be with the people, be
among the people. If you’re going to lead, God is calling you to be ahead of the crowd…and
maybe even apart from them!

○ E.G. I am reminded of Exodus 17 when the people were grumbling and
complaining so much so that it almost drove Moses crazy. He went to the Lord for
direction and said, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to
stone me.” (Exodus 17:4 NIV84)

○ God said this to Moses: “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of
the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile
and go. 6 I will stand before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water
will come out of it for the people to drink. So Moses did this in the sight of the
elders of Israel.” (Exodus 17:5-6)

The Point:

As the leader Moses is called, “WALK AHEAD, BUT DON’T WALK ALONE.”

This doesn't make you hoity toity, elite, or untouchable, but it does mean that you can’t always
hang out at the bar as long as everyone else.

You can’t always be like everyone else when you're being set apart as a disciple of Christ

Jesus called his disciples and said “follow me” and many left that which was familiar.

There’s one example where Jesus left his parents as a child and was separated from them for a
while. They thought that they had lost him.
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When Jesus was questioned about his whereabouts he said, “Why did you seek me? Did you not
know that I must be about My Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49 KJV)

Some of us may want to follow Jesus with a posse, but sometimes he has to separate you to work
on you

For example: When I went to Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, I left my posse back here in
Maryland when I went off to bible college.

It may mean that you can’t attend all the functions that they attend.

It may mean they can’t go with you into private places with the Lord.

● Just like Jesus had to leave his 3 disciples behind when he went into his deepest prayer
time with the father in Matthew 26:36, you may have to go alone with God into some
deeper places.

● But when you come back, like Jesus came back to the disciples after prayer, you will be
settled and ready to go to the next level.

● You may not have a posse, but God will often give you a PERSON!

○ Jesus went to the  cross alone, but had his mother Mary (this was Grace!)
■ Adam had Eve
■ Naomi had Ruth
■ David had Jonathan
■ Moses had Aaron

After Moses went to meet with God and came back to the people with a word. 10 words! The
commandments! Those who respond to and accept the call of God need to be understood in a
couple of ways…

A. They don't "seek" the call, the call seeks them!
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● For example: I was not looking to be a preacher, even though my father was one. My
brother never wanted to be a preacher and my sisters never wanted to marry preachers.

● Guess what? My brother is a preacher. I'm a preacher. One of my sisters married a
preacher.

When God calls you, He will find you.

Question:

Will you respond to the call of God?

Oh, you can run like JONAH did from the call of God “on” your life, but God is patient and will
allow you to take your boat cruise.

He will allow you to go through the trials & troubles you need to until you turn to him. Because
you’ve gone through hardships doesn’t mean that His call is revoked in your life.

● Divorce
● Bankruptcy
● Death of a loved one
● Your setback is just a set up for your comeback!

God never revoked Jonah’s call because of his rebellion. God just worked on him. He will work
on you too! My sister, Sandra, says: “God will always give you time to get your sin right.”
Hardships may mean that His call is being revealed in your life in deeper measure. Sometimes a
Greater Calling may mean Greater Stalling…for a purpose of training and transformation.

Hardships aren’t a sign of “uncalling,” but are a preparation for your elevation

“Just wait and see how God elevates me, in 2023!”

Another thing to understand about those who respond to the call of God is this…

B. They don't "see" the call of God coming and are usually surprised by it
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God always sees us first before we ever see him or before others ever see what God sees in us,
unless they are prophetic!

In the Old Testament, God saw David as a shepherd boy becoming King before anyone else
did. Even his own father overlooked him.

● Don't be mad at people because they overlook you.
● David’s own father, Jesse, overlooked him
● God will find you if you are his chosen one.

Wow. Who is that word for?

In the New Testament, God saw Nathanael in Nazareth before he knew he was seen

● “When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit.’ 48 How do you know me? Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, ‘ I
saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 49 Then
Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.’ 50 Jesus
said, ‘You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater
things than that.’” (John 1:47-50 NIV84)

The point is this, we are seen by God before He or others see God’s purpose in us.

Even Jeremiah was seen & known by God before he even knew or saw himself!

Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you
apart. I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5 NIV84)

● When called by God, He is not only calling you unto himself, which would be
nerve-wracking enough, but he is also calling you unto & into His service.

● Paul said in 1 Timothy 1:12 (NIV84), “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has
given me strength that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service.”

● He goes on to say, “Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a
violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.”

(1 Timothy 1:13 NIV84)
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God sees what you will be right now, even though you don’t. God is calling some of you unto
himself and his service even now…

● He sees that you will be his ministers in the marketplace
● He sees you leading a non-profit that will influences thousands of people

around you
● He sees that you will be a generous, influential, mighty & mature in

Christ!

BUT….IT ALL BEGINS WITH RESPONDING TO HIM!

Main Idea:

A BETTER begins and extends when we accept the call of God and obey

the commands of God!

Question:

Are you willing to accept the call of God on your life?

Are you willing to be separated from the crowd for a while if God demands this of you, for
His glory and your training?

Are you willing to steward what God has invested in you to serve Him and His kingdom?

Before I continue on in the sermon, I want to pray for those who are filling a strong leading from
God to follow His call in their lives, whatever that is and whatever that may mean.

Transition:

Moses had to steward this important message called the 10 COMMANDMENTS and bring
them clearly to the people!

II. THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD (Exodus 20:1-17)

Even in giving the commandments, God is trying to show love. It says in Exodus 20:6 (NIV84),
“...But showing LOVE to a thousand generations of those who LOVE me and keep my
commandments.”
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For God, it has always been about His LOVE…

● “For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only son that whoever
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NIV84)

Question:

What are the 10 Commandments?

They are dictates from almighty God for his children to follow for their good and for His glory.

If His people obeyed them, they would be blessed.

If not, they would be punished

Question:

Are the commandments still in effect today?

YES! BUT! (Or Yes, AND!)

Yes, the commandments are still in effect and are to be followed.

But, or AND, they are to be followed in greater measure through our relationship with Jesus
Christ!

When Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was, this is what he said:

● “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it, ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself. 40 All the law and the prophets hang on these two
commandments.” (Matthew 22:37-40 NIV84)

In other words, Love God and Love People!

If you will Love God and will Love People, you will be fulfilling the 10 Commandments and
they will make your life and the world better!

When we look at the commandments we will see that they are broken into these two categories
of LOVING GOD & LOVING PEOPLE!
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AGAIN, It is all about LOVE!

● The Fruit of the Spirit is LOVE. (Galatians 5:22)
● God is LOVE! (1 John 4:9, 16)
● “Since God has loved us, we also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:11)

It doesn’t get any clearer than that! The commandments reflect his desire for us to LOVE HIM
first, and LOVE everyone else as an outflow of that Love we have for him.

LOVE GOD:

1. IDOLATRY/Preeminence - No other gods before me (Exodus 20:3)

2. IDOLATRY/Polytheism - No image made or bow down to another (Exodus 20:4-6)

3. BLASPHEMY - No misuse of God's name (Exodus 20:7)

4. COMMUNION - Worship over work through rest, reflection, resetting, and
remembering! Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy (Exodus 20:8-11)

Jesus said about the bread and the cup - “Do this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19)

In Moses’ day, God would command him to build an altar, Then when the next generation asked,
“What do these stones mean”? They could tell the stories about the goodness of God

LOVE PEOPLE:

5. HONORING - Honor your father and mother (Exodus 20:12)

6. MURDERING - Do not murder (Exodus 20:13)

7. ADULTERY - Do not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14)

8. STEALING - Do not steal (Exodus 20:15)

9. LYING - Do not give false testimony (Exodus 20:16)

10. COVETING - Do not covet (Exodus 20:17)

Main Idea:

A BETTER begins and extends when we accept the call of God and obey

the commands of God!
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Today we gave you 2 OBSERVATIONS…

1. THE CALL OF GOD - When God called Moses, and when He calls us He is:

● Calling us unto Himself

● Calling us away from the crowd

2. THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD

● Love God (Commands 1-4)

● Love People (Commands 5-10)

Main Idea:

A BETTER begins and extends when we accept the call of God and obey

the commands of God!

NEXT WEEK - Don’t come to church because I will ask you to identify and repent of the
commands you are NOT obeying!

As a practical Application you can get a head start this week by reading Exodus 20 and ask God
to show you what you need to repent of.

Conclusion:

The Call of God and the Commandments of God are all about our
CONNECTION WITH GOD.

This is why God the Father sent Jesus Christ His son into the world. He sent Jesus to connect us
to God, the Father. Get connected and stay connected to Jesus so that we can experience and
exude God’s love.

AMEN & AMEN!


