
WHAT NEXT?
ACTS 1.4-14



“As they met and ate meals together, he told them 
that they were on no account to leave Jerusalem but “must 
wait for what the Father promised: the promise you heard 
from me. John baptized in water; you will be baptized in 
the Holy Spirit. And soon.” 

—Acts 1.4-5 THE MESSAGE BIBLE



ACTS 1.4-5

FIRST STEP: WAIT FOR THE PROMISE
▸ The Father’s promise: the Holy Spirit 

Jesus: “This is what you need and who you need.” 

▸ The Holy Spirit & Christ— 
(1) Christ’s birth was by the Holy Spirit  (Luke 1.35) 
(2) Christ’s work was through the Holy Spirit  (Luke 4.14-19;  

Hebrews 9.14) 
(3) Christ’s life is in the Holy Spirit  (Romans 1.4; 8.11)



ACTS 1.4-5

▸ The Holy Spirit & you— 
(1) You are born again by the Holy Spirit  (John 3.5) 
(2) You cannot understand God or spiritual truth without 

the insight of the Holy Spirit  (1 Corinthians 2.13-14;  
Ephesians 1.17) 

(3) You are only able to live a life that is acceptable to God 
through the power of the Holy Spirit  (Romans 8.5-7, 13-14)



FURTHER THOUGHTS: PRAYER & THE HOLY SPIRIT—
▸ We are so humanly and physically—vs. spiritually—inclined. We need to learn to 

live life through the Spirit (Galatians 5.16-17, 19-21).  We need to gain more 
awareness of the Spirit’s presence and more understanding of the work of the 
Spirit in a believer’s life (see Jude 20). 

▸ It is through prayer that we become more “spiritually-oriented” and are shaped 
spiritually in critical areas like surrender, dependance, and responsiveness to 
the leading of the Spirit (see Romans 8.13; Galatians 5.24-25). 

▸ Through the dynamics of prayer and Spirit-influence we become characterized 
by the Spirit’s indwelling presence, that is, the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5.22-23). 

▸ Through prayer, the Spirit makes us “witness-conscious” (Acts 4.19-20; 5.32) 
and “witness-effective” (Acts 4.40-42).



“So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, 
“Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our 
kingdom?” He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set 
those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And 
you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere— 
in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 

—Acts 1.6-8 NEW LIVING TRANSLATION



ACTS 1.6-8

CONFLICTING AGENDAS
▸My kingdom or His kingdom?  “the kingdom to Israel?” 
▸My timing or His timing? “the kingdom to Israel now?” 
▸My desires or His purposes? “You are to be My witnesses” 

And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves 
but for him who died for them and was raised again. Do you not know that 
your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your bodies. 

2 Corinthians 5.15; 1 Corinthians 6.19-20



ACTS 1.6-8

CHRIST’S AGENDA FOR US— 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1.8 

▸ You need My same power 
▸ You are to be My witnesses 
▸ You are to accomplish My mission



“After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently 
up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed 
in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do 
you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 
you have seen him go into heaven.” 

—Acts 1.9-11



“. . . he appears before the Father as our constant advocate 
and intercessor. Thus he turns the Father’s eyes to his own 
righteousness, averting God’s gaze from our sins. He so reconciles 
the Father’s heart to us that by his intercession he prepares a way 
and access to the Father’s throne. He fills with grace and kindness 
the throne, that for miserable sinners, would otherwise have been 
filled with dread.” 

—John Calvin



ACTS 1.9-11

WHY ARE YOU STANDING AROUND?
“Get on with what He told you to do! And get it done before 
He comes back!” 

Jesus had already taught his disciples what he expected to find his 
followers doing when he returned (see Matthew 24.45-51; 25.14-46). 
He is returning to heaven and his work as Head of the Church and 
Intercessor (see Acts 2.33; Ephesians 4.7; Romans 8.34; Hebrews 
7.24-26; Colossians 2.9-10). The disciples are to get on with the 
instructions Jesus gave them.



ACTS 1.9-11

ARE WE STANDING AROUND?
▸ Every follower of Christ has an assigned life mission in fulfilling the 

agenda of Jesus.  

▸ I need to do the work Christ assigned to me before I die or before 
He returns. 

(see Acts 13.36a; 17.26-28; 2 Corinthians 5.9-10; Colossians 4.17; 
1 Peter 4.10-11; Revelation 3.1-5; the example of the Apostle Paul: 
Romans 15.15-18; 2 Timothy 4.7) 



“Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called 
the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When 
they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were 
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all 
joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

—Acts 1.9-11



ACTS 1.12-14

SPIRITUAL DNA BUILDING BLOCKS
▸ Prayer is at the core of my relationship with Jesus and my 

enablement by the Holy Spirit. 

▸ Together is at the heart of my union with Christ—which is 
revealed in my unity with others. 

▸ Continually is at the center of my ability to remain focused, 
faithful, and to finish well.



FURTHER THOUGHTS—
▸ “Continued” is a strong word; it means to be constantly diligent; to 

insist on something or stay close to someone; to adhere closely. 

▸ “Together” is a core aspect of divine—vs. human—nature and a non-
negotiable necessity, Jesus said for the world to know Jesus 
through us (see John 17.21-23; Romans 15.5) 

▸ Jesus expects to find us together in prayer and coming together in 
prayer provide him the opportunity to be with us and accomplish 
his work in and through us (cf. Matthew 16.20).  Prayer clarified the 
priorities of the apostles and moved them from their agenda to 
Christ’s purposes for them.



ACTS 1.4-14

WHAT WE MUST REMEMBER—
▸ The promise of the Father, the Holy Spirit, must be a critical 

need to us. 

▸ The program of Jesus, witness to every nation, must be our 
primary life agenda. 

▸ The pattern of effectiveness, continuous prayer together 
must be our sustained and persistent commitment.


