
CHURCH: BY GOD’S DESIGN 
ACTS 2.14-47

PART 2



THE LAW OF FIRST

LEGAL SYSTEM: THE LAW OF PRECEDENT 
▸One of the principles that underpin common law 

▸ Binding authority on lower courts and requires judges to 
follow rulings and determinations of higher courts 

▸ Establishes principle or rule for similar cases and facts



THE LAW OF FIRST

BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION: THE LAW OF FIRST OCCURRENCE 
▸ Begin with a study of first occurrence in order to gain the 

fundamental inherent meaning of that truth or doctrine 

▸ As there is movement of time and development from 
original to more complex, the fundamental and original 
principles remain the same



ACTS 2

THE CHURCH THAT FOLLOWS GOD’S DESIGN—
(1) Prays continually for power to be effective in witness – 1.14; 2.1 

THE LAW OF FIRST: Our effectiveness as followers and witnesses of Christ 
depends on prayer—much prayer. 

(2) Reflects His plan for including all ethnicities around us – 2.5-11 

THE LAW OF FIRST: The first church was established at a time and in a way to 
show that God has one demographic paradigm for the church: all people.



ACTS 2.14-47

THE CHURCH THAT FOLLOWS GOD’S DESIGN—
(3) Proclaims, as its central work, the gospel of Christ  – 2.22-40 

“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 
Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the 
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and 
hear. . . . Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 

—Acts 2.32-33, 36



ACTS 2.14-47

The message of the gospel of Christ: 

▸ Every person’s sinfulness and guilt  (Romans 3.23) 

▸ Christ’s atoning death for humanity’s sin  (1 John 2.2) 

▸ His resurrection to eternal life  (1 Peter 1.21) 

▸ Faith in the work of Christ alone  (Ephesians 2.8-9) 

▸ Confession of sin and faith in Jesus as Lord  (1 John 1.9; Romans 10.9-10) 

“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 

—Jesus to his disciples, Luke 24.46-48



“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, 
that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the 
Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus.” 

—Acts 3.19-20 

“He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 

—Acts 10.42-43



““We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors He has 
fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. . . . Therefore, my friends, 
I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 
to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a 
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.” 

—Acts 13.32-33, 38-39 

“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now He commands all 
people everywhere to repent. For He has set a day when He will judge the 
world with justice by the Man He has appointed. He has given proof of this 
to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

—Acts 17.30-31



ACTS 2.14-47

THE CHURCH THAT FOLLOWS GOD’S DESIGN—
(3) Proclaims, as its central work, the gospel of Christ 

THE LAW OF FIRST: The singular mission of the church is to proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. If the church abandons—or is distracted from—this 
mission, there is no hope for humanity to avoid eternal punishment for sin.



ACTS 2.14-47

THE CHURCH THAT FOLLOWS GOD’S DESIGN—
(4) Is committed to the full expression of Spirit-filled church life – 2.41-47 

▸ Being taught the truths of Scripture 

▸ Being in extensive fellowship together 

▸ Being in worship and prayer together 

“They, (this first church) were what they were and did what they 
did as a result of the Holy Spirit filling them with His life and 
His values. As a result, people were being saved daily.”



ACTS 2.14-47

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS—
▸ A Spirit of Unity - If we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we will be 

drawn to be with each other and will sense a deep incompleteness 
without the presence of other believers. 

▸ A Spirit of Revelation - If we are filled with the Spirit, we will be 
drawn to the teaching about Jesus. 

▸ A Spirit of Life - If we are filled with the Spirit, we will be drawn to 
be in the presence of Christ, and the expression of His presence, 
His body, the church.



ACTS 2.14-47

THE CHURCH THAT FOLLOWS GOD’S DESIGN—
The Spirit-life of the Spirit-filled church— 

▸ Intensely spiritual 

▸ Extensively relational 

▸ Deeply surrendered 

THE LAW OF FIRST: Our worth and effectiveness as Christ followers, both 
individually and corporately, will rise or fall on our commitment to being a truly 
“Spirit-full” church.   


