
John 11: The Resurrection & Life 
Does Jesus Care?

John 11.28-37



Does Jesus care when my heart is pained
Too deeply for mirth or song,
As the burdens press, and the cares distress
And the way grows weary and long?
Does Jesus care when my way is dark
With a nameless dread and fear?
As the daylight fades into deep night shades,
Does He care enough to be near?
Does Jesus care when I’ve tried and failed
To resist some temptation strong;
When for my deep grief there is no relief,
Though my tears flow all the night long?
Does Jesus care when I’ve said “goodbye”
To the dearest on earth to me,
And my sad heart aches till it nearly breaks,
Is it aught to Him? Does He see?



Quick; Jesus is asking for you! 
After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for 
you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him.

✤ Once upon a time, Martha wanted to take Mary away from the presence of Jesus (Luke 10.40); now 
she understands his presence as the place where one needs to be.
‣ The very best thing we can do for people is to be in the presence of Jesus; the next best thing we 

can do is to bring them into the presence of Jesus.

✤ “The Teacher is here and is asking for you.”  The rabbis would not instruct women; Jesus is a different 
kind of teacher— “Who is this man? He does not speak like other teachers!” 

✤ Mary got up quickly and went to him. In describing Mary’s action, John used the same verb used that 
all of the Synoptic writers use of Jesus’ resurrection (Matthew 28.6; Mark 16.6; Luke 24.6).
‣ The best thing we can do in any circumstance is go to Jesus—and go quickly!

✤ Heaven’s only answer is Jesus—he is the one “full of grace and truth” and the only one sufficient to 
meet our every need (cf. Hebrews 7.25-26). 



A Place Outside the Village 
Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who had been 
with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was 
going to the tomb to mourn there.

✤ Jesus refrained from entering the village, meeting alone with both Martha and Mary “at the place.”
✤ There is a place where Jesus wants to meet with just you—away from the noise, intrusions, and 

distractions; a place where you can hear his voice and experience his presence; a place where he can 
reveal himself to you—but you must get up and go to him. 

✤ Since creation, life has never made sense and is never right outside the presence of God.
When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply 

till I entered the sanctuary of God; 
then I understood . . .                       
                                — Psalm 73.16-17

✤ The Jews followed, assuming that Mary was going to the tomb to mourn—instead, in her grief, she 
led them to Jesus. If we just go to Jesus, others will follow. Many of these Jews would come to 
believe in Jesus (11.45; 12.11).



The Place of Trust 
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.”

✤ The posture of worship—
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet . . .

‣ Often, we must press through what we are feeling to “see” Jesus, to “get to” him.

‣ “At his feet” was Mary’s posture of relationship—her posture of worship. We never see her in 
any other position when she is with Jesus. Thus, even in grief and with unresolved pain, she 
intuitively fell at his feet.

‣ What is your posture of relationship with Jesus? 
‣ What is your “default” posture in times of trouble?

✤ Trust and surrender are inextricably linked; if we truly trust Jesus, we will be surrendered to him 
in everything; and in everything, even when we don’t understand why things have happened as 
they have, we will still worship him.



The Angry Jesus 
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.

✤ The outraged friend—
‣ embrimoamai: anger, outrage, emotional indignation
‣ These dear friends who are loved by Jesus are suffering under the cruelty of the consequences 

of sin—and Jesus is outraged in his spirit!
“. . . anger at the sin, sickness, and death in this fallen world that wreaks so much havoc and generates 
so much sorrow.”  (Carson)

‣ The stage is being set for the confrontation between the Author of Life and and the thief who comes 
to kill and destroy, between the Son of God and the prince of this world (12.31; 14.30; 16.11).

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.  (1 John 3.8)
✤ The troubled Lord—

‣ Despite his presence, grief degenerates into despair as though there is no resurrection, no hope of 
eternal life. It is because of his presence that our grief is not without hope! (1 Thessalonians 4.13)



The Weeping Jesus 
“Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

✤ For the mourners, death was the final reality; they did not point or lead Jesus to the grave with any 
expectation of resurrection.

✤ In her confession of faith, Martha declared the divinity of Jesus, that he was the “Son of God” who 
had come into the world—“the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” Here the 
humanity of Jesus is revealed as he weeps; the heart of Jesus is one with the grief of all those who, 
because of sin, have been forced to go to the grave, to experience what was never meant to be.

✤ Does the “if you had only been here” Jesus care?
Oh yes, He cares, I know He cares,
His heart is touched with my grief;
When the days are weary, the long nights dreary,
I know my Savior cares.


