
STAYING ON COURSE 
PAUL’S FINAL WORDS TO TIMOTHY—AND US 

2 TIMOTHY 4



When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to 
guard him. . . . For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house 
and welcomed all who came to see him. He proclaimed the kingdom of God 
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ACTS 28.16, 30-31



“For the teaching of our Lord [Jesus] at His advent, beginning with 

Augustus and Tiberius, was completed in the middle of the times of Tiberius. 

And that of the apostles, embracing the ministry of Paul, ends with Nero. 

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA 
Stromata, 7.17



FINISHING THE COURSE 
▸ In A.D. 63, Paul was released from 

custody and traveled to Crete to 
meet Titus. They went from city to 
city to set the churches in order. 

▸ Leaving Titus to complete this 
work, Paul traveled to Nicopolis 
where he wrote letters to Timothy 
and Titus. 

▸ From Nicopolis, Paul traveled to 
Spain, an intention he had 
expressed 7 years earlier in his 
letter to the church at Rome. 

▸ There is evidence, though not 
conclusive, that Paul then traveled 
to the Roman province of 
Britannia (Britain). 

▸ A.D. 67: As a consequence of 
Nero’s persecution of Christians, 
Paul was arrested and imprisoned 
again in Rome, where he wrote his 
final letter to Timothy, his protege.



“For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for 
my departure is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not 
only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing. . . . The Lord will 
rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom. 
To Him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

2 TIMOTHY 4.6-8, 18



“And Paul entered into the apostleship a year after the assumption of 
Christ; and beginning at Jerusalem, he advanced as far as Illyricum, and Italy, and 
Spain, preaching the Gospel for five-and-thirty years. And in the time of Nero he 
was beheaded at Rome, and was buried there. 

HIPPOLYTUS (Early 3RD Century) 
Ante-Nicene Fathers 5.255



By order of the Roman Emperor, Nero,  

the Apostle Paul was beheaded in May, 68. 

He was 66 years old.  

Absent from the body,  

he was now present with the Lord.



On June 9, Nero committed suicide.  
He was 30 years old.



“You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, 
patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of 
them. In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while 
evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for 
you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know 
those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3.10-17



In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in 
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared 
in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 
instruction.  For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to 
say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and 
turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work 
of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is 
near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is 
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award 
to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing. 

2 TIMOTHY 4.1-8



2 TIMOTHY 4.1-7

STAYING ON COURSE
▸ Keep a resolute focus on Christ’s return. 
▸ His return means two things: (1) judgment, (2) the appearing of His kingdom. 

(1) Judgment— 
• He will judge the living and the dead; all will be called to account. 
• He is the “Righteous Judge” who will examine words, deeds, and motives. 
• There will be a performance review for those who have served Him and 

a destiny determination for all others. 
• Those who have longed for His appearing will be awarded a crown of 

righteousness. All will know for all of eternity who loved, longed for, and 
lived for the return of Christ.



▸ What does it mean to “long for His appearing”? 
agapeo (KJV: “love”) to esteem, have generous concern for, be faithful toward, delight in 

• “love” — as a bride in love with her fiancé and living for her wedding day 
Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready. 
REVELATION 19.7 

• “long for” — keeping oneself set apart from sin and pursuing Christ-likeness 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. All who 
have this hope in Him purify themselves, just as He is pure. 

1 JOHN 3.2-3 

• “living for” — faithfully working to fulfill His mission and complete my task 
“Who then is the faithful and wise servant . . . It will be good for that servant whose master finds him 
[being faithful in his work] when he returns. 

MATTHEW 24.45-46



STAYING ON COURSE — 2 TIMOTHY 4.1-7

(2) The appearing of His kingdom— 
• Jesus Christ will be revealed as King of kings, whom all will acknowledge. 
• He will judge every nation according to its acknowledgement of God as 

Ruler and Lawgiver, and its relationship with His chosen nation, Israel. 
• He will determine the role and responsibility of each one in His kingdom. 
• He will establish His kingdom on earth with Jerusalem as its capital. 
• Justice and righteousness will characterize His rule. He will “rule the 

nations with a rod of iron.” 
• His reign will continue for one thousand years. At its end, the devil will 

be loosed from imprisonment, a final rebellion will occur, followed by 
the final judgment, and the creation of a new heavens and earth.



STAYING ON COURSE — 2 TIMOTHY 4.1-7

▸ Keep an unswerving commitment to the Scriptures. 
Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great 
patience and careful instruction. 

kerysso: to proclaim, announce openly and publicly; to stand on the street corner and shout 

▸ Preaching “sound doctrine” is to be the consuming passion of the minister of the 
the Gospel. It is the primary method God has determined for the presentation of 
his Truth, the evangelization of the world, and the maturing of disciples. 

For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. 
Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 

1 CORINTHIANS 9.16 

▸ Make sure you are being changed, shaped, and equipped by the Scriptures. 

▸ Don’t neglect the Scriptures and don’t seek out what you prefer!



STAYING ON COURSE — 2 TIMOTHY 4.1-7

▸ Keep your head no matter what is happening. 
But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the 
duties of your ministry. 

▸ Be aware, be sure, be strong, be prayerful. 
The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear-minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Above 
all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

1 PETER 4.7-8 

• “Keep your head” - Keep a clear focus; be aware of what is happening according 
to God’s purposes; don’t get distracted or caught up in the affairs of life. 

• “Endure hardship” - Equip yourself to be strong in faith, to stand against 
temptation, and to persevere. 

• Guard your relationship with Christ, and keep your heart free from offense.



May we live in such a way that we can say— 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  

Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness,  

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day.


