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THE INCARNATION OF GOD



“ “We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of 
God’s coming at Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God’s 
coming should arouse in us. We are indifferent to the message, taking only the 
pleasant and agreeable out of it and forgetting the serious aspect, that the God 
of the world draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us.” 

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER,  
“The Coming of Jesus in Our Midst”  



“It is appointed unto men once to die,  
but after this the judgment. 

HEBREWS 9.27



“But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are 
storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when His 
righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will repay each person according to 
what they have done.” . . . for those who are self-seeking and who reject the 
truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. There will be trouble 
and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile  . . . All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from 
the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law.  
. . . so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable 
to God. . . . Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight . . . 

ROMANS 2.5-12; 3.19-20



“ You were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because 
of your evil behavior. 

COLOSSIANS 1.21 

But God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we 
were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having 
been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

ROMANS 5.8-10



“In an incomprehensible reversal of all righteous and pious thinking, God declares himself 
guilty to the world and thereby extinguishes the guilt of the world. God himself takes the 
humiliating path of reconciliation and thereby sets the world free. God wants to be guilty of 
our guilt and takes upon himself the punishment and suffering that this guilt brought to us. 
God stands in for godlessness, love stands in for hate, the Holy One for the sinner. Now 
there is no longer any godlessness, any hate, any sin that God has not taken upon himself, 
suffered, and atoned for. Now there is no more reality and no more world that is not 
reconciled with God and in peace. That is what God did in his beloved Son Jesus Christ — 
see the incarnate God, the unfathomable mystery of the love of God for the world. God 
loves human beings. God loves the world—not ideal human beings but people as they are, 
not an ideal world but the real world.”  

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER,  
“God Is In The Manger”



“Jesus does not want to be the only perfect human being at the expense of humankind. He 
does not want, as the only guiltless one, to ignore a humanity that is being destroyed by its 
guilt; he does not want some kind of human ideal to triumph over the ruins of a wrecked 
humanity. Love for real people leads into the fellowship of human guilt. Jesus does not want 
to exonerate himself from the guilt in which the people he loves are living. A love that left 
people alone in their guilt would not have real people as its object. So, in vicarious 
responsibility for people and in his love for real human beings, Jesus becomes the one 
burdened by guilt—indeed, the one upon whom all human guilt ultimately falls and the one 
who does not turn it away but bears it humbly and in eternal love. As the one who acts 
responsibly in the historical existence of humankind, as the human being who has entered 
reality, Jesus becomes guilty. But because his historical existence, his incarnation, has its sole 
basis in God’s love for human beings, it is the love of God that makes Jesus become guilty. 
Out of selfless love for human beings, Jesus leaves his state as the one without sin and enters 
into the guilt of human beings. He takes it upon himself.” 



“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behavior. But now He has reconciled you by Christ’s 
physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish 
and free from accusation— if you continue in your faith, established and firm, 
and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. 

COLOSSIANS 1.21-23


