
DON’T DO THIS . . . DO THIS . . .
Matthew 6.19-34

Following his teaching on the inner, secret, heart of one’s relationship with 
God as Father, Jesus addresses two inner controlling factors behind our 
drive for security and significance: the desire for money and the worry of 
whether we have enough. Jesus delivers his teaching (or should we call 
them “kingdom orders”?) in an unambiguous “either/or” manner.  He 
uncovers our insecurities and motivations. Four times he tells kingdom 
followers “do not . . .” and then gives two directives. 

The Motivation for Money - 6.19-24

(1) “Do not store up for yourselves on earth”

(2) “Do store up treasures for yourselves in heaven”

A person’s goals reveal their gods.

• Verses 22-23, substituting eye with goal and body with life —

“The goal is the lamp of the life. If your goals are good (godly), your 
whole life will be full of light. But if your goals are bad (materialistic 
and money-driven), your whole life will be full of darkness. If then 
the light (direction) within you is darkness (un- or non-godly) how 
great is that darkness!”

• Verse 24

Jesus teaches that “Mammon” (literally, possession, property) is a 
god; a spiritual entity and force which has supernatural power to 
attract one to its influence and distract from single-minded devotion 
to Christ and His purposes.



Jesus does not call for balance; he declares it is a matter of “either/or”. 
We either love God and hate money, or we are loving money and hating 
God. Money, and the desire for possessions, is a master —

serve — to be in slavery or subjection; to be occupied in the service of; to 
be enthralled

master — owner, possession, sovereign

hate — regard with ill will, abhor

love (agapeo) — value, esteem, be faithful to; to delight in, set store upon 
(cf. Revelation 12.11: “they loved not their lives”)

“The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.” – 1 Timothy 6.10

• 1 Timothy 6.9-10 —

The desire to get rich (abound in, have abundance)—

leads to temptation, trap, many foolish and harmful desires

and ruin and destruction

• 1 Timothy 6.17-19 —

Do not put hope in wealth—

put hope in God

Be rich in good deeds

Be generous and willing to share

This is the only way to “lay up treasure” as a “firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”

“Godliness with contentment is great gain.” – 1 Timothy 6.6

Who is our god: the God in heaven or the god Money on earth? Jesus 
declares that putting security in money is rejecting trust in God and the 
value of eternal things. Ultimately, money devalues us and renders our 
lives as worthless. 



The Inclination to Worry – 6.25-34

Are we mastered by money or controlled by worry?

worry (KJV): thought — to be anxious, to expend careful thought, to 
concern oneself

Jesus said that three things would cause people to be unprepared for His 
return and the end, “weighted down” (Luke 21.34)—

• love of pleasure

• love of material possessions

• anxieties of life

Thee times in these verses Jesus addresses the “anxieties of life” —
“do not worry” (25, 31, 34)

Do not worry about your life —

• nourishment, clothing

• physical adequacy and security

Do not worry about your physical needs and physical welfare —

“your Father knows that you need these things”

Do not worry about tomorrow — the future

It is easy to say, “don’t worry” but next to impossible not to do! And isn’t 
some degree of worry — especially about tomorrow — really prudent care 
and concern about the future? Jesus has three things to say about worry—

• Jesus equates worry with “little faith” (30)

i.e. “you don’t trust God’s relationship with you as your heavenly 
Father”

• Jesus equates worry with having a pagan mindset (32)

“for the pagans run after these things but your heavenly Father 
knows you need them.”



• Jesus equates worry with distraction from Kingdom priorities (33-34)

“But seek first His kingdom and righteousness”

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow”

Here is a re-emphasis of the “two master” principles: if we are 
worrying and seeking security in life then we aren’t living for the 
kingdom or heeding the words of Jesus: “Repent! The kingdom of 
heaven is near.”

first - before all things

seek - strive for

Jesus calls us to be exclusively focused on the Kingdom of heaven—to be 
aware of its greater and eternal importance — “this world and everything 
in it is passing away” (1 John 2.15). He calls us to pursue righteousness; 
this is the proof and result of repentance. This quality of righteousness that 
we are to prioritize and pursue has five components, all of which are 
emphasized throughout Scripture as expectations of God for His people:

(1) investiture with the attribute of righteousness, acceptance as 
righteous: justification through faith in Christ’s atoning work

(2) piety; characterized by godliness and devotion

(3) integrity, virtue

(4) fair and equitable dealing, justice

(5) generosity, alms

Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and He will 
give you everything you need. (NLT)
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