
MONDAY 

FOLLOWING JESUS TO THE CROSS 

Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve disciples aside and 
said to them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn Him 
to death and will turn Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and 
crucified. On the third day He will be raised to life!” 

Matthew 20.17-19 

JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 
47 Every day He was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law 
and the leaders among the people were trying to kill Him. 48 Yet they could not find a 
way to do it, because all the people hung on His words. 

37 Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening He went out to spend the 
night on the hill called the Mount of Olives, 38 and all the people came early in the 
morning to hear Him at the temple. 

1 One day as He was teaching the people in the temple courts and preaching the gospel, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law came up to Him. 2 “Tell us by what authority 
you are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this authority?” 

After purging of the Temple, Jesus made it the center of His ministry for the 
week. In just a few days, the curtain separating the Most Holy Place will be 
torn from top to bottom when Jesus speaks His final words and dies on the 
cross. During the week, He will predict to His disciples the coming 
destruction of the Temple. Having cleaned out the Temple and now making 
it the base of His ministry, Jesus has to some extent restored it to His 
Father’s intended purpose that it be a “house of prayer for all people” 
instead of a “den of robbers.” Jesus himself now becomes the focal point of 
the activities in the Temple, with the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law reacting to His presence and teaching in the Temple. It is significant to 
note that Jesus had previous referred to this place as His “Father’s house” 
(Luke 2.49; John 2.16); now He calls it “My house”. When we look back at 
this week, we have the perspective of Jesus taking charge of this house and 
gaining the last bit of spiritual usefulness it can serve before it is rendered 
obsolete by His death on the cross. With their activities disrupted—
including their money making schemes— their influence diminished and 
their presence marginalized, it is to be expected that the chief priests will 

Luke 19.47-48

Luke 20.1-2

Luke 21.37-38



challenge the authority of Jesus. Behind their questioning of His legitimacy 
and behind the theological traps of the teachers of the law, are insidious 
and malicious attempts to ensnare Jesus and discredit Him in the eyes of 
the people. Not only is He confronted in His soul with the nearness of His 
betrayal and crucifixion, He must also contend with this opposition day after 
day, all the while endeavoring to communicate some of the most crucial 
teaching of His entire ministry. (Think of all of the words in the psalms 
regarding enemies who scheme and “set traps for me.” Every one of 
those words will reach their ultimate fulfillment during this week.) No 
wonder He awoke every morning listening to the Father for what to say 
(Isaiah 50.4), careful to say only what the Father told Him (John 12.49-50).  

This is a very intense time: the Old Covenant is being finalized through the 
words and ministry of Jesus, culminating in His sacrificial death. Dozens of 
long-foretold prophecies are being fulfilled through both Jesus and those 
opposing Him. This is a spiritual battle that increases in its intensity 
throughout the week, climaxing in principalities and powers being 
disarmed by the cross (Colossians 2.15).  

As you read and spend time in prayer, ask the Holy Spirit for a greater 
appreciation of the price that is being imposed upon Jesus as He brings 
the Old Order to an end and makes possible your salvation and 
justification through His fulfillment of the law’s demands for your death.  

The following Scriptures will continue the timeline of Jesus’ journey to the 
cross. May our gratitude greatly increase as we “fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our faith” and “consider Him who endured such 
opposition from sinful men” (Hebrews 12.2-3). 

The Authority of Jesus Challenged 

• Matthew 21.23-32  (Mark 11.27-33) 

Jesus Silences His Opponents 

• Luke 20.1-8 

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 

• Matthew 21.33-22.14  (Mark 12.1-12; Luke 20.9-19)


