
Following Jesus to the Cross 

THURSDAY 

COVENANT & CONDEMNATION 

The Plot Against Jesus 

1 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, He said to His disciples, 2 “As you 
know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to 
be crucified.”  
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the 
high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly 
and kill Him. 5 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot 
among the people.” 
3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the 
twelve. 4 He went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers how he 
might betray Him to them. 15 “What will you give me if I deliver Him over to 
you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 6 He consented, and watched for an 
opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to 
eat the Passover.”  
26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it, broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And He took a 
cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all 
of you, 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. 

The actions of Judas have set in motion the most horrific night in the history 
of humanity. The words Jesus has spoken to His disciples, “. . . the Son of 
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They 
will condemn Him to death and will turn Him over to the Gentiles to be 
mocked and flogged . . .” will be fulfilled this night. The worst of sinful 
human nature will be unleashed against Jesus; the Old Order will come to a 
violent conclusion and everything associated with it will be irrelevant in just 
hours. In these waning hours of the Old Order, Jesus initiates a new 
covenant, gives a new command, promises a new Helper.  As you follow 
Jesus through this night, may your heart be broken over the cost of your 
salvation, but may you also be filled with joy for such a Savior!   
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The Last Supper 

• Luke 22.7-38  (Matthew 26.17-29; Mark 14.12-25) 

Jesus Sets an Example of Sacrificial Service and Gives the New Command of Sacrificial Love 

• John 13 

Jesus’ Final Teachings to His Disciples 

• The Way to Where He is Going and the Promised Holy Spirit: John 14 

• Abiding in Him: John 15 

• The Ministry of the Holy Spirit: John 16 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples and for the Church 

• John 17 

Gethsemane: His Travail in Prayer; His Betrayal and Arrest 

• Matthew 26.36-56  (Mark 14.32-52; Luke 22.39-53) 

The Long Night of Trial, Abuse, and Denial  

• John 18.12-27  (Matthew 26.57-75; Mark 14.53-72; Luke 22.54-71) 


