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Jesus said to them, “This is what I told you while 
I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

LUKE 24.44



This salvation was something even the prophets wanted 
to know more about when they prophesied about this 
gracious salvation prepared for you. They wondered what 
time or situation the Spirit of Christ within them was 
talking about when He told them in advance about 
Christ’s suffering and his great glory afterward. 

1 PETER 1.10-11
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WHAT WE HAVE SEEN—
▸ Joel, Amos, Micah— 

The writings of the prophets serve to warn us of the depth of our 
sinfulness, our utter inability to be right with God, and the 
absolute law that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6.23). 
Thus, they prophetically anticipate an accomplishment of 
salvation and righteousness that could only be accomplished by 
God Himself-in-the-Flesh (e.g. Micah 5).
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▸ Isaiah— 
The Prophecy of Isaiah is sometimes called the Fifth Gospel because 
of its extensive Messianic content and the clarity of the prophecies 
about Christ. In the first 39 chapters, God documented the incorrigible 
sinfulness and the inevitable judgment of every nation and people 
group. In chapter 40, the focus shifts to God’s provision of hope and 
salvation—made singularly possible through himself. Isaiah’s prophesy 
details the nature of the Messiah’s sacrificial service and the glory of 
his kingdom and reign in the setting of a new heavens and earth—in 
a perfect correlation of the New Testament presentation of Christ.
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▸ Habakkuk— 
In the dialogue between God and Habakkuk, God revealed His 
bottom line for every person in every era of human history: 

“the righteous will live by faith.” 
This standard is referenced three times in the New Testament, 
teaching us that: (1) we can only be righteous with God through 
faith in Christ’s atoning sacrifice (Romans 1.17), (2) we must live a 
life of continuing faith in Christ (Galatians 3.11), and (3) we must 
maintain this as our tenacious perspective so that we will be ready 
for the return of Christ (Hebrews 10.38).
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THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH
▸ Jeremiah prophesied to the southern Kingdom of Judah. He was also 

a priest—during a time when there were few priests who remained 
faithful to Yahweh, and during a time when few in Judah were faithful 
worshippers of Yahweh. That role as a priest who offered sacrifices for 
the sins of people made him acutely aware of the egregious 
transgressions of his people and the terrible consequences of their sin. 
Jeremiah’s laments record the deep distress he experienced over the 
sin of his people and the judgment they brought on themselves.



▸ The foundation of Jeremiah’s prophecy was the covenant (sacred 
promise and agreement) between God and the people of Israel: 
Israel would choose to be faithful to God as His chosen people, 
would love and serve Him with all their hearts, and would obey His 
laws, representing His ways and righteousness to the surrounding 
nations. For His part, Yahweh would love, protect, and bless Israel for 
endless generations.  

The LORD gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, “Remind the people of Judah and Jerusalem 
about the terms of my covenant with them. . . . For I said to your ancestors when I brought them out 
of the iron-smelting furnace of Egypt, “If you obey me and do whatever I command you, then you 
will be my people, and I will be your God.” I said this so I could keep my promise to your ancestors to 
give you a land flowing with milk and honey—the land you live in today.’” (11.1-5)



▸ The covenant also included violation clauses and penalties. Israel 
betrayed her covenant relationship with God by not loving Him with 
all their hearts and by pursuing their own ways. God sent Jeremiah 
through the streets of Jerusalem to proclaim this message: 

Then the LORD said, “Broadcast this message in the streets of Jerusalem. Go from town to 
town throughout the land and say, ‘Remember the ancient covenant, and do everything it 
requires. For I solemnly warned your ancestors when I brought them out of Egypt, “Obey me!” 
I have repeated this warning over and over to this day, but your ancestors did not listen or even 
pay attention. Instead, they stubbornly followed their own evil desires. And because they 
refused to obey, I brought upon them all the curses described in this covenant. . . . Israel and 
Judah have both broken the covenant I made with their ancestors. Therefore, this is what the 
LORD says: I am going to bring calamity upon them, and they will not escape. (11.6-8, 10b-11)



▸ As the representative of Yahweh, Jeremiah declares God’s message 
of covenant faithfulness: God will uphold His promise to judge His 
people for their unfaithfulness. But God also promises that ‘He who 
scattered Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock like a 
shepherd’ (31.10), and, because His love is an everlasting love (31.3), 
the day is coming when—  

“I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. This covenant will not be 
like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand and brought them out 
of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though I loved them as a husband loves his 
wife,” says the LORD. “But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel after 
those days,” says the LORD. “I will put my instructions deep within them, and I will write 
them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. (31.31-33)
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FORESHADOWING JESUS
No other prophet is so closely identifiable with the heart, ministry, 
and experiences of Jesus. Both— 

• lived and ministered in a time of political upheaval for Israel 
• became enemies of the state and were exiled to Egypt 
• were accused falsely and were arrested and beaten  
• were rejected and persecuted by the people of their hometowns 
• rejected the corrupt worship of the Temple and its priesthood 
• wept over Jerusalem and its impending and inevitable judgment 
• proclaimed the hope that would come through a new covenant  
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THE COVENANT DILEMMA
“Both the house of Israel and the house Judah have broken the covenant I made with their forefathers.” 

JEREMIAH 11.10 

▸ Throughout history, every era of God’s interaction with humanity 
has been on the basis of a covenant—a sacred contract: 

(1) The Covenant of Creation (Adam - Genesis 2) 
(2) The Covenant of Nations (Noah - Genesis 8) 
(3) The Covenant of Blessing (Abraham - Genesis 12, 15) 
(4) The Covenant of Law (Moses - Exodus 20-25) 
(5) The Covenant of Linage (David - 2 Samuel 7; Psalm 89)
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▸ Every covenant ended in failure for only one reason: sin. God 
identified to Jeremiah the root of this inevitable failure: 

“The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really 
knows how bad it is? But I, the LORD, search all hearts and examine secret motives. I give 
all people their due rewards, according to what their actions deserve.” (17.9-10) 

▸ This presented an irremediable dilemma: any and every human was 
(and is) incapable of upholding their part of the covenant agreement 
and God could not release himself from any covenant commitment. 

“God is not a man, so He does not lie. He is not human, so He does not change His mind. 
Has He ever spoken and failed to act? Has He ever promised and not carried it through?” 

NUMBERS 23.19 NLT
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A PROMISE TO PROMISE-BREAKERS
“The day is coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and 
Judah. This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
and brought them out of the land of Egypt.” (31.31-32) 

▸ Of all the major prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel), it is Jeremiah’s 
prophecy which contains the most references to covenant. In Isaiah, 
the LORD had promised to make an everlasting covenant; now in 
Jeremiah, He declares that He will make a new covenant—one that 
is fundamentally different from all the preceding covenants: “This 
covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors . . .”
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▸ How can this covenant succeed where the others have failed? How 
can it succeed when it involves a party so deeply flawed and sinful 
that they are utterly incapable of faithfulness?  

▸ The LORD detailed this new covenant in chapters 31-33. Thirty-four 
times He used the words “I will” as He elaborates on the provisions 
and blessing of this new covenant—  
▸ “I will lead them beside streams of water” (31.9) 
▸ “I will give them joy and gladness instead of mourning” (31.13) 
▸ “I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more” (31.34) 

▸ “I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed against Me and will forgive all 
their sins of rebellion against Me.” (33.8)
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▸ It was during the ratification of The Covenant of Blessing with 
Abraham that God implicitly revealed how He would accomplish the 
possibility of this new covenant; by walking alone among the pieces 
of the covenant sacrifice, God  was declaring that He was accepting 
the responsibility and consequences for both parties of the covenant. 

▸ Now God reveals explicitly how He will accomplish it— 
“In those days and at that time 

I will raise up a righteous Branch (descendant) from King David’s line.  
He will do what is just and right throughout the land.  

And this will be [his] name:  
‘The LORD Is Our Righteousness.’” (33.15-16)
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THE NEW COVENANT FULFILLED
For God said to him, “The Lord has taken an oath and will not break His vow: ‘You are a priest forever.’” 
Because of this oath, Jesus is the one who guarantees this better covenant with God. 

HEBREWS 7.21-22 

▸ The LORD declared three things about the Branch: 
(1)  He would possess as his inherent quality the nature that only 

God possesses: righteousness; 
(2)  As a descendant of David, he would be fully human (cf. Romans 1.3); 
(3)  He would accomplish what no one else could do: covenant 

fulfillment - “what is just and right throughout the land”
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▸ Concerning Jesus who guarantees a better covenant with God: 
But because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts forever. Therefore he is able, once and forever, 
to save those who come to God through him. He lives forever to intercede with God on their 
behalf. He is the kind of high priest we need because he is holy and blameless, unstained by sin. 
He has been set apart from sinners and has been given the highest place of honor in heaven. 
Unlike those other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices every day. They did this for 
their own sins first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did this once for all when he 
offered himself as the sacrifice for the people’s sins. 

HEBREWS 7.24-27 

▸ The writer to Hebrews also tells us that Jesus became our covenant 
provision on the basis of an oath; long before human existence, God 
had accounted for our sin and had determined a new covenant.
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▸ Twice, the writer to the Hebrews presents to us the new covenant 
promises made by God in Jeremiah’s New Covenant Prophecy, now 
fulfilled through Jesus Christ: 

But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far superior to the old 
priesthood, for he is the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based 
on better promises. If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no 
need for a second covenant to replace it. But when God found fault with the people, he 
said: “The day is coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
people of Israel and Judah. This covenant will not be like the one I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand and led them out of the land of Egypt. They did 
not remain faithful to my covenant, so I turned my back on them, says the Lord.



But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that day, says the 
Lord: I will put my laws in their minds, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their 
God, and they will be my people. And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will 
they need to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You should know the Lord.’ For everyone, from 
the least to the greatest, will know me already. And I will forgive their wickedness, and I 
will never again remember their sins.” (8.6-12) 

For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all 
time. . . . our High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time. . . 
. For by that one offering he forever made perfect those who are being made holy. And the Holy 
Spirit also testifies that this is so. For he says, “This is the new covenant I will make with my 
people on that day, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on 
their minds.” Then he says, “I will never again remember their sins and lawless deeds.” 
And when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices. (10.10, 12a, 14-18)



▸ Through a Righteous Branch who guaranteed a new covenant, we 
have become what no one ever could be: forever right with God. 

After the Passover meal, on the night he was betrayed into the custody of sinful humanity, 
Jesus took the cup which represented God’s redemption and offered his thanks to the covenant 
LORD, his Father. He then shared it with his disciples, all of whom that night would break 
their promises to him. As they drank from the cup, he said:  

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood which is for the forgiveness of sins for many. 
Drink from it, all of you.” 

My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is 
truly righteous. He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but 
the sins of all the world. 1 JOHN 2.1-2


