
PUTTING LOVE IN ITS PLACE 
TRUE GOSPEL, REAL DISCIPLES

THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST



THE GOSPEL TEST: TRUE OR FALSE
▸ The love of God is a key emphasis in the Gospels. 

▸ The “Acts of the Apostles” is the story of the spread of the gospel. 

▸ The “good news” is the message of God’s love. 

▸ Jesus frequently spoke about God’s love for everyone. 

▸ Because God loves me, He accepts me. 

▸ The term “accept Christ into your heart” is an important gospel 
statement in the Bible.  

▸ A disciple is one who believes in Christ.



PREACH THE GOSPEL

DID YOU KNOW—
▸ The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke contain no references to 

“God’s love for the world” (such as John 3.16). 
▸ The Acts of the Apostles, the account of the spread of the gospel, 

contains no references to God’s love. 
▸ Jesus only spoke of “God’s love for the world” one time to one man. 
▸ The term ”accept Christ into your heart” never appears in the Bible. 
▸ “Love” (loves, loved) is found 17 times in the Letter to the Romans; sin 

(sinned, sinners) is used 57 times, including 29 times in the first six 
chapters which contain the gospel message of Christ’s atoning work.



For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,  
that whoever believes in Him should not perish  

but have everlasting life. 
THE GOSPEL WRITTEN BY THE APOSTLE JOHN, 3.16



But God demonstrates His own love toward us,  
in that while we were still sinners,  

Christ died for us. 
THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT ROME, 5.8



In this the love of God was manifested toward us,  
that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world,  

that we might live through Him. 
In this is love, not that we loved God,  

but that He loved us and sent His Son  
to be the propitiation for our sins. 

THE FIRST LETTER OF THE APOSTLE JOHN, 4.9-10



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

WHAT IS LOVE?
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 

FIRST JOHN 4.10 

▸ “atoning sacrifice” (“propitiation” KJV), hilasmos:  
atonement, i.e. an expiator: propitiation 

expiator: to make amends for; to extinguish guilt incurred by 
propitiation: the turning away (or appeasement) of wrath by an 

offering or payment 
▸ Love is not defined from a human perspective or affirmation, but 

from God’s response to humanity’s sinfulness.



NOTE: In the prophecy of Isaiah, six hundred years before the birth of Christ, 
we find a graphic portrayal of his atoning death. This prophecy reveals that it 
was God’s will to make Jesus the atoning sacrifice and payment for our sin so 
that we could be saved from judgment and made right with God— “He who 
did not spare His own Son but gave him up for us all . . . (Romans 8.32). 

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done 
no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause 
him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring 
and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After he has suffered, 
he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify 
many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

ISAIAH 53.9-11



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

WE HAVE A BIG PROBLEM!
But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when His righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will 
repay each person according to what they have done.” . . . This will take place on the day when 
God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. 

ROMANS 2.5-6, 16 

▸ The word “wrath” is found 585 times in the Old Testament. It is the 
execution of God’s judgment on those who choose to disobey His 
will (laws) and transgress against His holy and righteous nature. 

But they mocked God’s messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his prophets until the 
wrath of the LORD was aroused against his people and there was no remedy. 

2 CHRONICLES 36.16



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, 
the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 

EPHESIANS 2.1-3 

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of 
God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you 
must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and 
filthy language from your lips.  

COLOSSIANS 3.5-8



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

▸ The final book in the Bible details the “day of God’s wrath” which 
the Apostle Paul had referred to in his letter. 

Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls filled 
with the wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever. 
Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go, pour out the 
seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.” 
Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters say: “You are just in these judgments, O 
Holy One, you who are and who were; for they have shed the blood of your holy people 
and your prophets, and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.” And I 
heard the altar respond: “Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and just are your judgments.”  

REVELATION 15.7; 16.1, 5-7



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

THE GOOD NEWS
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by 
his blood, to be received by faith. 

ROMANS 3.23-25a ESV 

▸ God provided the only sufficient payment: the life of His Son. 
(1) Jesus became our substitute, taking our sin upon himself. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

ISAIAH 53.6



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

(2) Jesus paid the ransom to redeem us from judgement. 
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,  
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

MARK 10.45 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, 
for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 

GALATIANS 3.13 1 

1 The quote in this verse is from the second retelling of the Law by Moses (Deuteronomy 21.22-23). It detailed the protocol for 
someone who had been found guilty of a capital offense and had been hung or crucified. Jesus became the ultimate fulfillment of 
this punishment. Our sins are capital offenses against God — “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6.23). Although sinless and 
without guilt, Jesus died in our place to pay the penalty of our offenses and obtain for us release from judgment.



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

(3) Jesus satisfied the debt of our sin, obtaining reconciliation and  
justification for us with God. 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:  
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

Since we have now been justified by his blood,  
how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!  

For if, while we were God’s enemies,  
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son,  

how much more, having been reconciled,  
shall we be saved through his life! 

ROMANS 5.8-10



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

. . . Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 
and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be 
glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.  
Look, he is coming with the clouds, 

and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him;  
and all peoples on earth will mourn because of him. 

So shall it be! Amen. 
THE REVELATION 1.5-7 

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 
THE REVELATION 3.19



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

THE NECESSARY STEP
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

ACTS 2.38 

▸ I must repent—that is, I must recognize that I am a sinner who has 
transgressed against God by choosing to live according to my 
own will; I must choose to turn from my way and respond to God’s 
offer of forgiveness. 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s grace. 

EPHESIANS 1.7



▸ I must believe that Jesus Christ is the only provision for forgiveness 
and reconciliation with God—that apart from him, I am under God’s 
condemnation and judgment. 

The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath 
remains on them. 

JOHN 3.35-36 

▸ I must respond by faith, accepting Christ as my Savior—the only 
one who can make me right with God. 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

ROMANS 3.23-25a ESV



THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE

THIS IS GOD’S LOVE
▸ I am not acceptable as I am, for I am a guilty sinner. But it was 
because we are guilty sinners, that God made the ultimate “love 
gesture” in providing the only sufficient payment for sin: the 
death of His one and only Son. This is love. 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

1 JOHN 4.9-10


