
Carols of  
Charles Wesley 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”



Charles Wesley was the youngest and 18th child of  Samuel and Susanna 
Wesley. In 1727 his religious impressions were much deepened, and he became 
one of  the first band of  “Oxford Methodists.” In 1737, he came under the 
influence of  Count Zinzendorf  and the Moravians, and on Whitsunday of  
that year, he “found rest for his soul.” For many years he was an itinerate and 
field preacher with his brother, John. Charles wrote more than 6,500 hymns, 
many of  which are very familiar to us, such as, And Can It Be; O, for a Thousand 
Tongues; Love Divine, All Loves Excelling; and Jesus, Lover of  My Soul. Charles’ hymns 
were written out of  an extraordinary range of  occasions, experiences, events, 
and doctrines. Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus was originally published in 1744 as 
part of  a collection of  18 poems entitled Hymns for the Nativity of  Our Lord. Hark! the 
Herald Angels Sing appeared in Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1739, and is sung to a 
melody composed by Felix Mendelssohn that was part of  a cantata written to 
celebrate the 400th year of  Johann Gutenberg’s invention of  the printing press.



“Dear Desire of  every nation,  Joy of  every longing heart.” 

I will shake all nations, and the desire of  all nations will come . . . 
HAGGAI 2.7 

Jesus devoted much of  his teaching to the coming kingdom of  heaven. In the final days 
before his crucifixion, he emphasized the critical need to guard against complacency and 
to be vigilant and anticipating of  his coming. This quality is identifiable in every true 
believer. In his gospel, Luke wrote about Simeon who— 

. . . was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of  Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And 
it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ.  So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do 
for Him according to the custom of  the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: 

“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have 
seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of  all peoples, a light to bring revelation 
to the Gentiles, and the glory of  Your people Israel.”  (Luke 2.25-32)



The Apostle Paul wrote to Titus— 
For the grace of  God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of  our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself  for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself  His own special people, zealous for good works.  

(Titus 2.11-14) 
At the end of  his life, he wrote to Timothy— 

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of  my departure is at hand. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the 
crown of  righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me 
only but also to all who have loved His appearing.  (2 Timothy 4.6-8) 

Jesus closed his letter to the seven churches with this admonition—  
Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. . . . 
Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of  life, and may 
enter through the gates into the city. . . . The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  (Revelation 22.12, 14, 17)



The Apostle Peter wrote that whether a day or a thousand years, time is irrelevant to the 
Lord—His promised coming will take place regardless of  how people regard time and 
delay. He wrote: “You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of  God and 
speed its coming.” It is spiritually disastrous to lose one’s sense of  anticipation; it leads to 
distraction, deception, and spiritual ineffectiveness. Everything hangs on living with 
anticipation and urgency in light of  our Lord’s promised return. A faithful servant knows 
his Master will unexpectedly return and so he works diligently to complete the work 
assigned to him. The true bride of  Christ longs for her Bridegroom and lives to be taken 
out of  this world and to His home. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonians: 

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all children 
of  the light and children of  the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, 
who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, 
get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, 
and the hope of  salvation as a helmet. . . .Therefore . . . build each other up. (1 Thessalonians 5.4-11) 

Active, intentional, practiced anticipation is our “cutting edge” and we must continually hone 
it through prayer, Scripture, fellowship, and accountability to one another (Hebrews 10.24, 25).


