
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  
We have seen his glory,  

the glory of the one and only Son,  
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

JOHN 1.14



THE WORD “WAS MADE” 
THE WORD: FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT



THE WORD WHO BECAME FLESH

THE IDENTITY OF THE WORD
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.  

JOHN 1.1-4, 17-18 

▸ The Word is God, fully divine in essence and eternal in existence - v. 1 
▸ The Word was with God, in closest fellowship with the Father - v. 1, 18 
▸ The Word is the means of creation and the source of all life - v. 3-4 
▸ The Word is the one and only Son of God - v. 14, 18 
▸ The Word was revealed to the world as Jesus: the source of grace, 

truth, and salvation - v. 17



THE WORD WHO BECAME FLESH

THE CRITICAL ISSUE OF IDENTITY
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but 
every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, 
which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  

1 JOHN 4.1-3 

▸ The apostle John begins his gospel with this unambiguous and 
emphatic position: The Word who became flesh as Jesus is God. 

▸ The apostle makes no allowances for any other position regarding 
the identity of Jesus Christ. Any other perspective is anti-Christ.



THE WORD WHO BECAME FLESH

▸ If I do not accept the authoritative presentation of the Word who 
became flesh—which calls into question my integrity, worth, and 
eternal destiny—I am left without any resolution for my condition.  

No one can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for them— the ransom for a life 
is costly, no payment is ever enough— so that they should live on forever and not see decay. 

PSALM 49.7-83 

▸ Only Jesus Christ the Word has the authority to make us right with God.  
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive 
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  

JOHN 1.11-13   



THE WORD WHO BECAME FLESH

THE WORD REMADE 
Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith : Christ was revealed in a human body . . .  

1 TIMOTHY 3.16 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

LUKE 1.34-35 

Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he 
gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 
being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a 
criminal’s death on a cross.  

PHILIPPIANS 2.6-8



THE WORD WHO BECAME FLESH

THE NICENE CREED
▸ We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
By the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
And was made man . . .



THE WORD WHO BECAME FLESH

THE CRITICAL DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but 
every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  

1 JOHN 4.1-2  

▸ Only God has the “capacity” (i.e. merit and righteousness) to atone 
for our sin. 

▸ Only the eternal Word “made flesh” and becoming our substitute 
could obtain forgiveness and reconciliation “through his blood shed 
on the cross” (Colossians 1.19-20).


