
John 15: Jesus’ “Viability” Theology 
The (Enhanced) Paradigm of  Viability
John 15.7-8



“I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 
6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned. 

7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 

8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples.



Jesus’ (Repeated) “Anything You Ask” Promise 
“If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him 
anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to 
believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. The one who 
keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We 
know it by the Spirit he gave us.

1 JOHN 3.21.24

✤ For the second time, Jesus makes an “anything you ask” promise, and as he did 
previously, he connects it to the Father being glorified (14.12-14). This “anything” 
promise is linked to (1) bearing “much fruit,” (2) to the inability of the branch to do 
anything on its own, and (3) to abiding in the life-giving  words (cf. 6.63) of the Vine.



✤ “If my words remain in you . . .” What is the purpose and work of his words? That 
they would lead us to obey his command and experience his life within us.

If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. (15.10-11)

✤ And what is his command? That we love as he has loved.
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. (15.12-14)

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (EPHESIANS 5.1-2)

✤ Before there is asking, there is abiding—his words abiding, effecting, changing, 
and imparting his DNA to us. There is pruning and discipline to remove what is 
unfruitful and not compatible to bearing the fruit of the Vine. Then, out of the 
life-love of the Vine within the branch, comes the “whatever” that we ask.



Purpose and Proof 
“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”

“I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.”
JOHN 17.4

✤ The purpose and worth of the branch is to bear fruit—this determines its viability 
(vs. 2). The goal is “much fruit” that brings glory to the Father. Conversely, little 
fruit denies the Father receiving glory. Bearing fruit reveals our viability as 
followers of Jesus and the depth of his words and life-love within us.

✤ “Much fruit” is an impossibility for the branch. It requires a life wholly given over to 
the life of the Vine; it requires complete surrender to the will of the Vine; it requires 
much prayer—for without his efficacy, the branch can do nothing. Knowing this, 
may we give ourselves to much prayer so that we bear much fruit—to His glory.  



Much fruit—God asks it; see that you give it. God can be content with nothing less; be you content with 
nothing less. Let these words of Christ—fruit, more fruit, much fruit—abide in you, until you think as He 
does, and you be prepared to take from Him, the heavenly Vine, what He has for you. Much fruit: herein is 
my Father glorified. Let the very height of the demand be your encouragement. It is so entirely beyond your 
power, that it throws you more entirely upon Christ, your true Vine. He can, He will, make it true in you.

There have always been a smaller number of God’s people who have sought to serve Him with their whole heart, 
while the majority have been content with a very small measure of the knowledge of His grace and will.

And what is the difference between this smaller inner circle and the many who do not seek admission to 
it? We find it in the words: much fruit. With many Christians the thought of personal safety, which at 
their first awakening was a legitimate one, remains to the end the one aim of their religion. The idea of 
service and fruit is always a secondary and very subordinate one. The honest longing for much fruit does 
not trouble them. Souls that have heard the call to live wholly for their Lord, to give their life for Him as 
He gave His for them, can never be satisfied with this. Their cry is to bear as much fruit as they possibly 
can, as much as their Lord ever can desire or give in them.

—Andrew Murray, The True Vine


