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THE SEVENTH SEAL
▸ The Apostle John has watched the Lamb break the seals on a scroll 

that only He was worthy to open. The first six seals correlated with 
the prophetic words of Jesus in Matthew 24 and present an overview 
of the divine judgments which will usher in the “Day of the Lord” and 
the return of Christ as King (Revelation 19). 

▸ Subsequently, the apostle witnessed the sealing of the servants of 
God from the tribes of Israel and saw the uncountable multitude 
“from every nation, tribe, people, and language” standing before 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb, rejoicing in their salvation.
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▸ With the breaking of the seventh seal, comes the unfolding of the 
specific details of the “day of wrath”— the great tribulation “that will 
come upon all those who live on the face of the earth” (Luke 21.35). 

▸ The seventh seal will be the segue to seven trumpets, three “terrors,” 
seven thunders whose words the apostle is not allowed to record, 
two witnesses who cannot be killed, and a talking eagle that warns 
the inhabitants of the earth of the terrors that accompany the last 
three trumpet blasts. These events are why Jesus warned us— 

Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape 
these coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.” (LUKE 21.36)



THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

AN EXTRAORDINARY MOMENT
When the Lamb broke the seventh seal on the scroll, there was silence throughout heaven for 
about half an hour. 

▸ Every scene that we have seen so far reveals that heaven is not a 
silent place, but is filled with constant and continuous worship and 
praise (e.g. 4.8-11). Now, however, the apostle records that the 
breaking of the seventh seal brings the activity of heaven to a halt—
a half hour of silence! 

▸ No created being possesses omniscience—including the four Zoa, 
the Council of Elders, or the mightiest angels seen in Revelation.
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▸ Only Almighty God possesses absolute and infinite comprehension 
of everything: actual and possible, past, present, and future. He alone 
knows and reveals everything — “How unsearchable his judgments.” 1 

“I am God, and there is no other; 
I am God, and there is none like me, 

Declaring the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times things not yet done, saying,  

‘My counsel shall stand, 
and I will accomplish all My purpose.’” 

ISAIAH 46.9-10 
1 Romans 11.33-34 
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▸ The breaking of the seventh seal is so momentous, and its 
revelation so astounding, that all of heaven is brought to silence!  

Alas for that day! 
For the day of the Lord is near; 

it will come like destruction from the Almighty.  (JOEL 1.15) 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

sound the alarm on my holy hill. 
Let all who live in the land tremble, 

for the day of the Lord is coming. 
It is close at hand— 

a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and blackness.  (JOEL 2.1-2a)
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SEVEN ANGELS & SEVEN TRUMPETS
I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and they were given seven trumpets. 

▸ The seventh seal expands into seven trumpets and the seventh 
trumpet then expands into seven bowls. The seventh seal, therefore, 
embraces the entire period of judgment (8.7-18.24).  

▸ At the the sealing of the 144,000, the four angels who had been given 
power to harm the land and sea were restrained from so doing (7.2-3). 
That prohibition is now lifted; the first four “trumpet revelations” will 
bring cataclysmic disaster and irremediable climate change.
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AN OFFERING BEFORE THE THRONE
Then another angel with a gold incense burner came and stood at the altar. And a great amount 
of incense was given to him to mix with the prayers of God’s people as an offering on the gold 
altar before the throne. The smoke of the incense, mixed with the prayers of God’s holy people, 
ascended up to God from the altar where the angel had poured them out. 

▸ The offering of incense was a key part of Old Testament worship. 
A golden altar of incense sat in the Holy Place in front of the 
curtain that shielded the Most Holy Place and the Ark of the Covenant. 
A proprietary blend of incense was offered on the altar every 
morning and evening by the priests (Exodus 30.1-10, 34-38).
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▸ On the Day of Atonement, which occurred once a year, the high 
priest was to “take a censer full of burning coals from the altar 
before the Lord and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense 
and take them behind the curtain [of the Most Holy Place]. He is to 
put the incense on the fire before the LORD, and the smoke of the 
incense will conceal the atonement cover above the tablets of the 
covenant law, so that he will not die.” 

▸ The apostle is seeing the heavenly realities which the plans given for 
the Tabernacle and the Temple represented (cf. Hebrews 8.5).  
Everything on earth is to be as it is in heaven (Matthew 6.10). Israel’s 
history reveals that failure of this principle always results in judgment.
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▸ In the opening verses of Psalm 141, David prayed— 
I call to You, LORD, come quickly to me; 

   hear me when I call to You. 
May my prayer be set before You like incense; 

 may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice. 

▸ Like the incense of the Old Covenant, prayer has a proprietary value, 
exclusive to God. Through the ultimate and final sacrifice of Christ, 
we have become the priests of the New Order, with unrestricted access 
to God in prayer (cf. Hebrews 10.19-21). This is both an incredible 
truth and a serious responsibility and why we are to devote ourselves 
to continual prayer (Colossians 4.2; 1 Thessalonians 5.17).
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THE STAGE IS SET
Then the angel filled the incense burner with fire from the altar and threw it down upon the earth; 
and thunder crashed, lightning flashed, and there was a terrible earthquake. 

▸ Heaven is silent; earth is unsettled. The angel will take the mixture of 
incense fire and the prayers of God’s holy people — including the 
unfulfilled prayers of many Old Testament people such as those 
found in the psalms (e.g. Psalm 58) — and throw it from heaven to the 
earth as a harbinger of the coming supernatural judgment of God. 
Remember: there is an appointed day for the answer of every prayer.
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 WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR US?
▸ The Holy Spirit is a Person of prayer (Romans 8.26) and His indwelling 

presence is the mark that we truly belong to God (2 Corinthians 1.22; 
Ephesians 1.13). If you are truly “in Christ,” — born again by the Spirit of 
God — you will be a person whose life is characterized by prayer, both 
personal and with the church (Galatians 4.6; Ephesians 6.18).    

▸ Prayer from earth to heaven results in answers from heaven to earth. 
That very obvious statement contains a powerful but all-too-often 
neglected dynamic: prayer is a partnership with God. It is through 
partnership-prayer that His will is executed on earth (Matthew 6.9-10).



THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

▸ There are many prayers that are intended to be answered in the 
present (e.g. Matthew 6.11-13; John 15.7, 15), but there are many 
prayers that are reserved for an ultimate fulfillment at the end of time. 
Do not give up praying; to do so, is a loss of faith (Luke 18.1-8). 

▸ We have a wonderful promise, but one that requires our action— 
They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, 
who rescues us from the coming wrath. (1 THESSALONIANS 1.9-10) 

Therefore, let all the godly pray to You while there is still time, 
    that they may not drown in the floodwaters of judgment. (PSALM 32.6)
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See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, 
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But 
encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” 
so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 
We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 
original conviction firmly to the very end.  

HEBREWS 3.12-14


