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THE SCROLL AND ITS SEALS
▸ In chapter 5, the Apostle John saw a sealed scroll held in the hand 

of the LORD God Almighty. The scroll is proprietary; its significance 
is revealed in the fact that “no one in heaven or on earth or under 
the earth was able to open the scroll and read it” (5.3)—except for 
the Lamb (5.5). This scroll, whose existence was known by prophets 
of the Old Testament, contains the details about the end of human 
history, known as the “great and terrible Day of the LORD.”  
Isaiah foresaw that day and wrote: 

For see, the day of the Lord is coming—the terrible day of his fury and fierce anger. 
The land will be made desolate, and all the sinners destroyed with it. (ISAIAH 13.9)
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▸ Why was the Lamb found to be the only one who possessed the 
required credibility to break the seals and reveal its contents? He 
is the only acceptable alternative to the consequences of sin and 
disregard for God’s nature: inevitable and predetermined judgment.  

This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
and all are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  
God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be 
received by faith. He did this . . . to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so as 
to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. (ROMANS 3.22-26)  

▸ Jesus Christ is God’s predetermined alternative—“the Lamb slain 
from the creation of the world” (Revelation 13.8).
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▸ As each of the seals are broken by the Lamb (Revelation 6), the 
predetermined judgment of God is revealed—judgments of which 
the prophets warned and Jesus affirmed (e.g. Isaiah 13.10 and 
Matthew 24.29). When the seventh seal is broken, the specific 
details of those judgments are revealed at the sound of trumpet 
blasts by seven angels. 

▸ The first four trumpet blasts detail the judgment of God on the 
environment that supports human life, resulting in catastrophic 
ecological and economic disaster. The fifth and sixth trumpet blasts 
present the realities of the spiritual realm and reveal the horrifying 
consequences of satanic deletion and the “wages of sin”.
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THE TRUMPET JUDGMENTS
▸ The judgments revealed by the trumpet blasts were foreshadowed 

by the judgments against Pharaoh who would not submit to the 
purposes of God (Exodus 7-11). These coming judgments are the 
result of humanity obstinately choosing delusion and deception: 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. For although they 
knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.
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Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images made to look like a mortal human being . . . Therefore God gave them over 
in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with 
one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served 
created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. (ROMANS 1.18-25) 

▸ The Apostle Paul emphatically reminded the Corinthian church that 
the details of the Old Testament events were not irrelevant to them, 
but were specifically recorded in Scripture as warnings to them: 

These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, 
on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. So, if you think you are standing firm, 
be careful that you don’t fall! (1 CORINTHIANS 10.11-12)
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THE WORST THING THAT YOU CAN DO
And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year 
were released to kill a third of mankind. . . . The rest of mankind who were not killed by these 
plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands . . . (REVELATION 9.15, 20) 

▸ Pharaoh experienced God’s judgment because, like most of humanity, 
he did not acknowledge the preeminence of God’s purposes and 
believed his determinations were a viable alternative—a deception 
perpetrated and embraced since Adam and Eve by all of humanity. 

▸ We need to be absolutely convinced in our understanding that the 
wages of sin are real and inevitable, that God’s commands and 
purposes are good, and that every word in Scripture is true.


