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Literacy Rate: 100%

Unreached: 99.3%

NORTH KOREA

Continent: Asia

Population: 25,831,360

Religion:
Agnostic 58%

Atheist 15%

New religions 13%

Ethnic religions 12%

Buddhist 2%
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NORTH KOREA

Known as the "Hermit Kingdom," North Korea has 
chosen to isolate its people from the outside world. 
The government of this East Asian country on the 
northern half of the Korean Peninsula rigidly 
controls the information coming into and going out 
of the country. Its isolation has diminished 
somewhat, though, as North Korea's nuclear 
aspirations, its large standing army, and severe food 
shortages have drawn the interest and concern of its 
neighbors and the world.
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The extreme secrecy of the North Korean government 
makes it difficult to know exactly how North Koreans 
live. Since the country's formation in 1948, the 
dictatorships of Kim Il-sung and his son, Kim Jong-il, 
and their Juche or self-reliance philosophy have formed 
the North Korea we see today. The government dictates 
the lifestyle of the people through generic provisions and 
by limiting personal differences. Much of North Korea is 
rural and underdeveloped. Natural disasters and military 
spending have strapped the economy. It is estimated that 
over the past fifteen years, two million North Koreans 
have died due to food shortages. North Korea has had to 
rely on foreign aid for food to feed its people. The North 
Korean government has been accused of torture, slavery, 
public executions, forced abortions, infanticides, as well 
as detaining possibly 200,000 political prisoners.



Once called the "Jerusalem of the East," 
Pyongyang, North Korea's capital, no longer can 
claim that title as many of its Christians fled to 
South Korea during the Korean War. Instead, the 
doctrine of Juche has become a religion with the 
Kims as its deities. Information about the 
Christian church in North Korea today is limited, 
but it is known to survive in the face of intense 
persecution. It has become an underground church 
where meetings and worship must be held in secret, 
and members know that if they are caught they will 
be thrown in prison or sent to a labor camp. Due to 
intense government control of the media, most 
North Koreans have never heard the name of Jesus.



PRAYER POINTS
“If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” John 14:14

Pray for Almighty God to deliver a nation long-enslaved by a brutal 
regime.

Pray for the Church to persevere and multiply amid horrific 
persecution.

Pray for Truth to reign and liberate the nation from the regime's 
indoctrination and lies.
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