
STUDIES IN NEHEMIAH 

COMPLICIT OR COMMITTED? 
Nehemiah 2 

The city officials did not know I had been out there or what I was doing, for I had not yet 
said anything to anyone about my plans. I had not yet spoken to the Jewish leaders—the 
priests, the nobles, the officials, or anyone else in the administration. But now I said to 
them, “You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates 
have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” 

Nehemiah 2.16-17 

Blind Eyes and Misplaced Hearts— 

It is easy to live as though the promises of God have no relevance to my daily life—to hear the 
word of God week after week, but nothing changes in what I do and how I live. 

It was like that in Jerusalem. The first exiles had returned 97 years earlier; the second group, 
thirteen years earlier. Through Zechariah, they had heard the vehement declaration that the 
LORD, the Covenant God, was burning with jealousy for Jerusalem and its future (Zechariah 8.1). 
The Lord had rebuked the people through Haggai for their focus on their own lives to the 
neglect of His house. Both prophets had given words of encouragement that enabled the 
people to complete the work on the Temple so that the worship of God might be restored. 

Yet the city remained vulnerable and in disgrace. It had priests, officials, residents— but no 
one had a vision to move forward. No one could see beyond their own lives to the purposes 
of God. Everyone in Jerusalem had evidently become so used to seeing what should not be 
that they no longer saw anything wrong with it. And though they had the revealed will of God 
and the prophetic word spoken to them, nothing changed! They were comfortable and 
content with a ______________________________________ of the purposes of God! 

Tragically, churches are often a microcosm of Jerusalem and their congregations a representation 
of the people in Jerusalem. We get comfortable with a ____________ obedience— 

• comfortable with giving less than the whole tithe; 

• comfortable with just attending church instead of going out into the streets to compel 
the lost to come in “so that my house may be full;” 

• comfortable with seeing no one added to the church through evangelism and salvation; 

• comfortable with not seeing our children filled with the Holy Spirit.  



To move His work forward, God had to go 900 miles to a pagan palace to find a man who had 
kept his eyes on the purposes of God and was willing to risk everything to see God’s work go 
forward. Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Nehemiah had 
wealth, power, and influence— but his heart wasn’t in it. His heart was back in Jerusalem where 
the redemptive purposes of God were centered. Where is your heart? What is your treasure?  

Moving the Work of God Forward— 

It is often said, “God is not looking for ___________; He is looking for _______________.” Samuel 
was just a child when the Lord began to speak through him to Israel; David, a teenager when he 
was anointed king; Mary, an illiterate 13 year old who found favor with God. Nehemiah exhibited 
five characteristics that will enable even a teenager to move the work of God forward—   

• A _____________________________. Nehemiah knew that the root spiritual issues needed 
to be dealt with and he knew that the king’s heart needed to be brought under the 
sovereign will of God. Spiritual issues are addressed and accomplished through prayer. 

• A ___________________________________. Nehemiah was a cupbearer who requested an 
opportunity to rebuild a city. There is no indication that he had any such experience, but 
he had a dream and a vision, and the belief that God could use him to make a difference. 

• A ___________________________________. God’s favor is rooted in His faithfulness to His 
promises. He favors those who are surrendered to His will (Mary) and willing to step out 
in faith (Noah). He will always back up His word and the person who trusts His faithfulness. 

• A ________________________________________________________. Two things grow 
confidence: prayer and the promises of God. Nehemiah prayed four months: building 
faith, revisiting the covenant promises of God, and asserting the will of God over the 
impossibilities. At that point, he was confident that God would come through for him. 

• A ________________________________________________. The adversary will always oppose 
the work of God going forward. He hates faith and obedience. Nehemiah refused to be 
intimidated; he knew that God was for him and that he could count on God to defend him. 

Are you complicit in the problem? 

It is hard to believe that among the priests, officials, businessmen, and residents of Jerusalem 
that there was no one with vision to see the disgrace, no one with initiative to take action, no 
one courageous enough to face the opposition, no one determined to try and make a 
difference. Pray and do something in faith; even if it does not appear to be a great success, it 
is much more than the person who did nothing, and to whom Jesus would ask, “Why didn’t 
you at least do something for me?” (see Matthew 25.27)  God never rewards negligence, but 
He always honors faith (Hebrews 11.6). Can He count on you to be committed to His mission?


